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SECRETARY OF STATE DECLARES THAT DEMOCRAT CANDIDATE FOR GOVERNOR 
DID NOT HAVE ENOUGH VALID SIGNATURES 

 
(Pierre, S.D.) – Secretary of State Monae L. Johnson states that Robert Arnold did not have enough valid 
signatures to place his name on the Primary election ballot as a candidate for Governor. 
 
A Democratic candidate for Governor requires 1,232 valid signatures to appear on the ballot. As outlined 
in SDCL § 12-1-36, the Secretary of State’s office conducted a random sample of the petition signatures 
and found 79.51 percent to be valid. Arnold submitted 1,407 signatures and based on the results of the 
random sample; 1,119 signatures were deemed valid. 
 
For more information on candidates who will be on the ballot at the Primary Election, please see the 
candidate list on the Secretary of State’s website: https://vip.sdsos.gov/candidatelist.aspx?eid=773. 
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