




















































































































































































































































State of South Dakota                                                                                                       

                        
 

700 Governors Drive,  P ierre,  SD  57501  
605.773.4165 | bit .sd.gov   

 

September 11, 2019 

 

Board of Finance 

Secretary of State of South Dakota 

500 East Capitol Ave Ste 204 

Pierre, SD 57501 

 

Please accept this letter as the Bureau’s request for approval of excess lodging for the 2019 
VMworld conference. This conference was held in San Francisco after three years of being in 
Las Vegas. The hotel reservation was part of the conference registration and the more 
affordable hotels which are below the out of state rates are filled very quickly. Shana Kruger 
had a choice of hotels and chose the most affordable. Ross Uhrig did not have a choice in hotels 
as he used a free conference pass to participate in the VMware User Group booth. The pass is 
worth $1,695, factoring in other discounts. When making Ross’s reservation, the only choice 
was the Marriott Marquis. 

 

We are aware of the procedure to request approval for additional costs and in this case missed 
the need to confirm and pre-approve the room costs as the sign-up process for the conference 
tied the hotel selection to the conference registration process.  In the future when hotel 
availability and accompanying room rates are not made available until after the registration 
occurs, there will be a review and request for excess lodging prior to conference attendance. 
This is predicated on the availability to cancel the conference registration for a full refund. 

 

Please consider this request for reimbursement to the employees. Shana Kruger’s hotel ended 
up being an additional $74 per night above the $275 rate. Ross Uhrig’s hotel was an additional 
$104 per night above the $275 rate. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Wayne Hayden-Moreland 
Director 
Data Center 
Wayne.Hayden-Moreland@state.sd.us 
605-773-7281 

http://www.bit.sd.gov/
mailto:Wayne.Hayden-Moreland@state.sd.us
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