CANDIDATE ELIGIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS

CANDIDATE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

MUNICIPALITIES







Must have resided in the municipality for three months
immediately prior to the election
(SDCL 9-14-2).
May not be a defaulter to the municipality (SDCL 9-14-2).
 See SDML Handbook for Municipal Officials for
definition and supporting Attorney General Opinions.
Must reside in the Ward they are seeking election to.
Must file a nominating petition or a vacancy is created
(SDCL 9-13-14.3).

CANDIDATE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

SCHOOLS
•
•

•
•

Cannot be a teacher in the district they are seeking election to
(SDCL 13-43-1).
If representation areas exist, a school board member
candidate must reside within the school board member
representation area (SDCL 13-8-7.1).
Must be a resident voter of the school district they are
seeking nomination to (SDCL 13-7-6).
Candidates should review SDCL 13-7-3 and determine if any
other duties or offices they hold would be incompatible with a
school board membership.

Questions?

PETITIONS

Prescribed by the State Board of Elections and found in ARSD
5:02:08.
Petitions forms have been updated in 2015 and 2016:
 Nominating petition for a school board member (ARSD
5:02:08:11).
 Nominating petition for a municipal election
(ARSD 5:02:08:13).
 The person in charge of the election has to be available
until 5:00 pm on the petition filing deadline day to accept
petitions (this could fall on a Friday)
 CANDIDATES plan ahead on who will notarize your declaration of

candidacy. Snow birds have limited options on who is able to
notarize their petition when they are in another state. SDCL 18-3-1
and 13-8-15 outline who is authorized.

 CANDIDATES cannot fill out and sign the Declaration of Candidacy
prior to the first day of circulation

PETITIONS
SIGNATURE REQUIREMENTS

INACTIVE AND ACTIVE VOTERS MAY SIGN PETITIONS (SDCL 12-4-36).


1st and 2nd class municipalities (SDCL 9-13-9):

15 registered voters per 1,000 population (based off of most
recent census).
 Ward: 5% of registered voters based off of the total number of
registered voters voting in the ward at the last general election
(get this number from the County Auditor; calculated from
active voters, SDCL 12-4-34).
 No petition needs to be signed by more than 50 voters.
 Voter can only sign as many petitions as there are positions.




3rd class municipalities (SDCL 9-13-9):

10 registered voters for citywide and 5 for a ward.
 Voter can sign more than one petition.




School (SDCL 13-7-6):


20 registered voters.

PETITIONS

FILING PROCEDURE






Date stamp and time stamp received petitions.
Verify signatures pursuant to ARSD 5:02:08:00 and
5:02:08:00.01.
Check voter registration status of signers for school
board member petitions.
 Cities are not required to check voter registration
status.
 NOTE: The SD Secretary of State’s office does not check
voter registration status of signers unless required by
law. Law requires this be done in random sampling of
Statewide Ballot Questions and Statewide Candidate
races. Status is not checked for Legislative races.
File completed petitions.
 Date and time stamp each filed petition.

PETITIONS

GUIDELINES FOR ACCEPTANCE






Follow ARSD 5:02:08:00.
Make sure the petition is in the form required by this chapter;
The petition contains the minimum number of valid signatures,
counted according to 5:02:08:00.01. One or more invalid
signatures on a petition section do not disallow other valid
signatures on the section;
Each section of the petition contains an identical heading and is
verified by the circulator. The circulator may add the addresses
of the petitioners and the dates of signing before completing the
verification. The circulator may also add the printed name of the
signer and the county of voter registration. Residence addresses
may be abbreviated. The verification was completed and signed
before an officer authorized to administer oaths;

PETITIONS

Guidelines for Acceptance











The declaration of candidacy contains the original signature of the
candidate. Additional sections may have an original or photocopied
signature of the candidate;
If a petition is for a ballot question to be voted on statewide, the
signatures were obtained after a copy of the text of the petition was
filed with the secretary of state;
The governing board or person authorized by statute to accept the
petition shall, if requested, allow a petition circulator the
opportunity to add missing information on the signature lines or
circulator’s verification on his or her petition provided the filing
deadline has not passed; and
Following the presentation of the petition for filing, names may not
be removed from the petition.
Except for petitions to nominate candidates for school boards, the
person who is authorized to accept petitions for filing need not
check for voter registration of the signers.
Petitions containing signatures in excess of the minimum number
may be filed, but the excess signatures will be disregarded (ARSD

05:02:08:00.04).

PETITIONS

CITY AND SCHOOL LOOKUP SITE

URL:cityandschoollookup.sdsos.gov

We reset all usernames and passwords at the end of
2015.
 If there are additional staff you want usernames and
passwords we will be able to provide those to you.
 This URL is not to be shared with anyone nor used for
personal reasons. And should only be used for petition
signature checking. Candidates or elected officials do not
have the authority to access this information.


PETITIONS

GUIDELINES FOR COUNTING SIGNATURES




Follow ARSD 5:02:08:00.01.
The form of the petition does not meet the requirements of this
chapter;
The circulator's verification is not completed or is improperly
completed, according to subdivision 5:02:08:00(3) unless the
missing information is completed elsewhere on the petition
sheet. A completed circulator’s verification must include the
printed name of the circulator, the circulator’s residence
address as provided in subdivision 5:02:08:00.01(2)(c), and
complete date; or






The Title of the Officer Administering the Oath is not required but it
is helpful to have that filled out

The declaration of candidacy has not been completed on or after
the first date authorized by statute to circulate the petition, and
signed by the candidate and the signature witnessed by an
official empowered to administer oaths in South Dakota; or
The circulator’s verification was signed by more than one
circulator; and

PETITIONS

GUIDELINES FOR COUNTING SIGNATURES








It was signed prior to the signing of the candidate's
declaration of candidacy;
It was signed after the circulator completed the verification;
The residence address does not include a street and house
number or a rural route and box number and the town. If the
signer is a resident of a second or third class municipality, a
post office box number may be used. If the signer does not
have a residence address or post office box number, a
description of the residence location must be provided. If the
signer is a resident of a building with a publicly known name,
the building name may be used;
The date of signing, including month and day, is not
indicated;
The signer’s name is not printed and legible; or
The signer’s county of voter registration is not provided.

Petitions must be self-contained, meaning printed front and back

PETITIONS

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
 Give

petition processing top priority.
 Check registration and residency of candidate.
 Not required for cities to do this but if you do, do
it for all signers on all petitions.
 Candidate cannot notarize their own petition but
they can circulate and sign their own petition.
 Notify candidate that petition was filed or rejected.


Business managers have to have a signed verification
per SDCL 13-7-6.

 Finance

Officers, Business Managers and School
Board Presidents may notarize documents without
being a notary (SDCL 18-3-1 and 13-8-15).

PETITIONS

PETITION CHALLENGE LAW








SDCL 12-1-13 to 15.
Any person may challenge, within 5 working days, after any
local election petition is filed or rejected.
Must file affidavit stating deficiencies.
Person in charge of the election verifies information
provided in affidavit.
 Work with your attorney.
Does not prevent any other legal remedy (SDCL 12-1-16).

Questions?

