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TNTTTATED CONSTTTUTTONALAMENDMENT PETTTTON 
s.0. sEc. 0F STATE

WE'THE UNDERSIGNED qualifed voters of the state of South Dakot4 petition that the followins section or sections and article or
anicles of the South Dakota Constitution be amended and that this proposalie submined to the votei ofthe state ofsouth Dakota at
tie general election on November 08,2016 for their approval or rejection

Tidq An initiated amendment to the South Dakota Constitution establishing nonpartisan elections
Attorncygeneral erglanation: Currently, most general election candidates for federal, state, and counry otfices are selected tluoueh

Mo:"lPll"ty * ata state party convention. This Constitutional amendment eliminates those merhods by esablishing a nonpartisai
Prrmary ro select candidates for all federal, state, and county elected omces. This amendment does nor apply to elections lor United
States President and Vice President.

U-nder the amendment, candidates are not identifed by party affiliation on tle primary or general election ballot. All qualified voters,
regardless ofparty afhliation, may vote for any candidate o?iheii choice.

The two candidates with the most votes idv"ance to the general election. For certain offices where more tian one candidate is elected
at tle general election, the number ofcandidates adrancing io the general election will be double the number ofseats to be filled.If the amendment is approved, a substantiar re-*rite oistate ettion laws will be,ec;""ry. - ---.'-'. -

The text ofthe proposcd amendment is as followo;
section 1' That Article vII ofthe Constitution ofSouti Dakota be amended by adding thereto NEW SECTToNS to read as follows:

$4 There is hereby established an open nonpartisan primary election, in which each candidate nominated for an of6ce appearstogethe! on the same ballot. Neither thi candidatei; party affilia'tion nor lack of parry "ff1*;;;t;;;;1i., *," p;-"ry o, g"n""ulelection ballots in any election.

This section applies to the election of candidates for all federal, state and county elective offices except for the election of president
and Vice Presideni of the United States.

$5 An open nonpartisan orimary election shall be conducted to select the candidates who shall compete in the general election.All 
,registered- 

voters moy uot 'in th. ope' nonpartisan primary 
"r"aionlo, "rry 

q,r"rm"J;";ailil;;;;iJ that th" uot", i. oth"r,"isequalified to vote for the candidate for the office in qulsion. Tire *o ."nJd",L ^*ho r"*ir" trr. -Lii ".,*-in the pnmary election shallcompete in the general election. However, for any o-ffice to which more than one candidate is elected, the number ofcandidates whocompete in tl.re general election shall be the num'ber ofcandidates to be elected times two.
$6 Each qualified voter is suaranteed-tle-unrestricted right to vore for the qualiEed candidate ofthe voter,s choice in all elections.No voter may Le denied the riqit to vote f". th" qu;;"e.;i;alt" ll-ii" ""r.t .rroice in a primary or general elecion based upon thevoter's party affliation or Jack of party affliation. '

57 Each candidate running for an elective.office shall file, with the appropriate elections officer, petitions contarning tie signaturesofregistered voters in 
"n 

amouit to be..stablished by law- The .lgr,.lii"?qui,"-"nts esrablished shal be based on rhe total votes cast

fr'r$'#r::il:it previous general electjon and stiall be ir.," *i'" i* Ji.'"'ad",". b;;;;H;:i"p,arlirp",.y,Ffrliarion or rack

Sg Nothinq ln this article restricts the right ofany penon rojoin or organize into a political party or in any way restnct the righrof prirzte associlrion of poritical oarty. No,r'i"g i" Ji', ;;.i.'*.*'ft;p"";',y!;d;;;"'#;;,5i"'#,.1,''o, o,n"*." ,uppor, o,oppose candidares for elective office. 
'Each 

poli"tical part), ;at.st15fl.f, ,iif, p-*aures.as the party determines to elect party officers,endo6e or support candidates, or otherwisi.participate in alLelectiorrs. Ho*"*r, .,o such procidures may be paid for or subsidized usingpublic tunds All qualified voter and canctidates sh;u be tu€aJ;;;tb;i;;;;il"d;!i,"i#,i! il#i'^".g*dl*. .rp*r,affiLiation or lack of parw affiliation. To th. *..* ;;; -y il;A;Io', i'.o."d*., .t 
^ade 

arailable to any candidate or politicrl parry.

;;lX'#;,t;-o orocedures shall be m"a" .q*uy ";;li.';.*"i';;di;;,* ", 
porltical parties, regardresi of parry affi.riation or lack of

"'sgTheprovis,ionsof$$4to9-,in"lusive,ofthisarticleapplytoallelectionsocrurringafterJanuaryl,20lg,cxceptfortheelectionofPresident and Vice President olthe uruted States, anJ sdfi J"p.".i" iy 
"asting 

raw, regu.lation, ind elections procedwe to theo'tent that such ale inconsistent withJhis 
T:t:: lt!:c'.t;;: s"oli#.r s","1"a i*ir .m.i"r" ,r,a]-,i"f,e .,.,ch .hrng". ir, -dadditions to laws, reguJatigl;,-and.ele111ns procedures as are.necessary to tuuy imple-"r, ,h; p;;;:;;#t'itl' m.r" in time for theopen pnmary election in 2018 and for each open primary an_d 

-g.neol'el..ri^on *e;after Laws,, .eg,.,lationi 
"nd 

.t..don. p.o."dur",
lil.r::ffi::l: *ffi:l;srrau 

permit and eniou,age au quar6?d ,,o** i" s.",r,'6"uo;;;l;l;;;;;"d,general elections for

INSTRUCTIONS TO SIGNERS:

,1jtff;;l* *ttion must individually sign tlreir names in tle form in which they a.re register€d to vote or as they usually

"*it*:l'*",1:,*i;:::*'.Tffiftr*i:T,Hl:1.,*:;i:1ffiffi:;j.ffiru.*i.T:".sil:*-,3' Before the petition is filed, each signer or the circulator must print tie name ofthe signer in the space provided and add thecounty of voter registration.

4. Abbreviations ofcommon usage may be used. Ditto marks may not be useo.
5. FaiJure to provide all information requested may inrzlidate the siqnarure.
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I'ERIFICIIiTION BYPERSON CIRCUIIIiTING PETITION

INSTRUCTIONS TO CIRCUL{TO&:fhpsection rnust bc completcd fotlowing cirorlation and beforc filing'

\ i: : | :: ; :;: : ;l;::: aity State
Print name ofthe circulabrr'a i l 

'! 
\ _ Il4$oence Adoress. ri : '. -r--r --r- -^"^-^|.l. i-^,,irurn

;**;;;;;i **.lu * 
"bo* *tidn' d,a1<".h .igr'.r-p.,*,'ally signed this petition in mv,presence' tha.t I made rcasonable inquiv rnd

to thc best of my knowledgc eetr' persotr tffi"il:;;i;F f -i""{'..:t:i 
in tie co"nwindicatcd on the signanfe |ine that no stetc statute

reerdins octition circula'on was krowngly violercd, and that €rtner tn. ttg".t "t ''il;-.1{" fiitta n",''t' *t-ttti&ncc ad&ess of the signer' the date
I, under oath, statc that I cirqrlarcd the aborc priiition; 41!3a*-s1q1e,l

rcgarding pctition
ofiigning, and the co"nty ofvoter registration'

Swom to beforc mc this '-drrY of 

-'-'

(Scal)

S;gnaturc ofCirunator

Ii*"tu'. orom"". ea-nstering oath

My Commission ExPire nde of OfFcer Adrnhistering Oath
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llyCommlssion ExPlru3- 
octobsr 1, 2020
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S.D. SEC. OF STATE
SOI]1'}t DAKOl'ANS

''"'--' 1r) r a

NonPartisan
datnrrcrucq

August 21, 201.5

Honorable Shantel Krebs, Sectretary of State
Capitol Building
500 East Capitol Avenue, Suite 204
Pierre, SD 57501-5070

Secretary Krebs:

Attached is the petition form we propose to circulate to initiate an amendment to
the South Dakota Constitution, titled by the Attorney General, An initiated
amendment to thg South Dakota Constitution establishing nonpartisan elections.

1-1.09 South Phillips Avenue
Sioux Falls, SD 57105

Firelmia ld&6"ro1
-*\LW >ot{

My commission expires

itk Weiland, Sponsor
BYAN ROLFS
NOTARYPUBLIC
SOUTH OAKOTA

Signature of officer administering oath

Title of officer'ad ministering oath

grt,LK,/)
SECRETARY Of STATE

P.O. Box 2057, Sioux Falls, SD S7tor


