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To my fellow South Dakotans: 

 

It is my honor to dedicate the 2025 South Dakota Legislative Manual to the 100th Legislative Session. 

 

As directed by South Dakota Codified Law 2-7-1, the Secretary of Stateôs office compiles the 

Legislative Manual every two years. This publication serves as a comprehensive reference source on 

state government. It contains information on elected state officials, judges, legislators, local and state 

government administration, election statistics, and South Dakota history.  

 

Why is it called the ñBlue Bookò? This term dates back to the fifteenth century when the English 

Parliament began keeping its records in large volumes covered with blue velvet. Since that time, the 

name Blue Book has been used to describe many forms of government manuals. 

 

We live in a wonderful state, and it is a privilege to showcase our state to the world. Please enjoy this 

edition of the 2025 South Dakota Legislative Manual. 

 

Sincerely, 

M   
Monae L. Johnson  
South Dakota Secretary of State 
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ñIt is my honor to dedicate the 2025 Legislative Manual to the 

100th Legislative Session.ò 

ð Monae L. Johnson, South Dakota Secretary of State 

 

South Dakota's Citizen Legislature: A Century of Service and Stewardship 

As South Dakota marks the 100th regular session of its State Legislature in 2025, it stands not merely 

as a legislative milestone but as a celebration of a singularly democratic institution: a part-time, 

citizen-led legislature that has evolved with the times while remaining rooted in its founding 

republican ideals.  

From its frontier origins to its present-day technological openness, the South Dakota Legislature has 

endured as a symbol of grassroots governance. For 100 sessions, South Dakotans have sent their 

neighbors to Pierre to serve ï not as full-time politicians, but as citizen legislators. They are teachers, 

farmers, small business owners, nurses, ranchers, retirees, even the occasional lawyer ï ordinary 

people entrusted with the extraordinary task of writing our laws. 

Today, South Dakota remains proud of its citizen legislature. Our legislators come here for nine weeks 

in the winter. They work very hard for a short time. They donôt have individual staff, but rather rely 

on support from the excellent Legislative Research Council, and from college interns. When their 

work is done, legislators go home, to their normal lives, jobs, and families. 

Our legislature remains a place where bills deal with a single subject, where committee hearings are 

open and public, where anyone can testify on any bill, and where every bill receives a final 

disposition. In South Dakota, anyone can just walk into the State Capitol, walk up to a legislator, and 

say what he thinks ï without an appointment, without going through any staff.  

South Dakota has been well-served by this approach, and we should never take it for granted. 

 

Founding Ideals and the Birth of Statehood 

South Dakota's legislative story begins with statehood in 1889. The state was born out of 

dissatisfaction with the Dakota Territoryôs governance, which was perceived as corrupt and 

unrepresentative. Our territorial legislators, who were also elected by their constituents, were in 

constant conflict with a series of territorial governors who were presidential appointees, and often 

corrupt carpetbaggers. 

Delegates to the 1880s constitutional conventions envisioned a responsible, fiscally restrained 

government led by citizens rather than professional politicians. The new constitution imposed 

stringent limits on state spending and debt, and required short, biennial legislative sessions. These 

limitations were designed not only to reflect agrarian values but to ensure accountability and 

discourage excessive government influence. 
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The first legislature convened in 1890 with 45 senators and 124 representatives. The legislatureôs 

bicameral structure mirrored the U.S. Congress, with the lieutenant governor presiding over the 

Senate and a speaker leading the House. The legislature met biennially until 1963, and has met 

annually ever since. (Thatôs why South Dakota reached our 100th session in our 136th year of 

statehood.) 

Legislative districts respected county lines but did not perfectly reflect population.  In the first State 

Senate, four large countiesðMinnehaha, Brown, Spink, and Lawrenceðelected two senators each.  

Most other counties elected a single senator.  Low-population counties were grouped togetherðsuch 

as Charles Mix and Douglas or Jerauld and Buffaloðto elect a single senator.  In the State House, 

every county was its own district, with the smallest counties electing one representative and the 

largest, Brown County, electing eight.  The effect of this apportionment was to magnify the 

representation of rural areas. 

From the beginning, legislators have convened in Pierre ï in 1890, a remote ñcow townò capital 

chosen because of its geographic centrality in the new state. Members lodged together, socialized, 

and legislated in close quarters, creating a camaraderie that continues to this day. For that entire time, 

this institution has remained what it was at the start: a citizen legislature, deliberately part-time, close 

to the people, and rooted in the values of republican self-government. 

In the first State of the State Address, Governor Arthur C. Mellette said this to the first state 

legislators: 

You have been called to this high honor by your constituents through their 

confidence in your ability and integrity, and only honesty and intelligence and 

industry can meet their expectations and the demands of your position. 

That first legislature met in borrowed buildings in a frontier town. Today, legislators serve in a 

beautiful Capitol built on optimism ï but also on thrift. South Dakota saved money, after all, by 

purchasing, secondhand, the plans for the Montana State Capitol. 

 

A Political Landscape Shaped by Republicans and Reformers 

Our early legislative sessions were shaped by agrarian values, fiscal restraint, and deep skepticism of 

government excess. Those themes still echo in legislative debates today. 

Republicans have historically dominated the legislature. The first State Senate had 37 Republicans, 

7 Democrats, and one other, while the State House had 106 Republicans, 13 Democrats, and five 

others. The dominant position of the Republican Party has been the rule through the present day. In 

the 69 legislative elections from 1889 to 2024, Republicans have won control of the State Senate 61 

times, and of the State House 64 times. 

But other political movements ï Populists in the 1890s, Progressives in the early 20th century, and 

Democrats during the Great Depression ï have periodically shifted the balance. In 1932, during the 

depths of the Great Depression, Democrats gained control of both chambers and the governorôs 

office, setting the stage for New Deal-style legislation. But even this surge was short-lived; fiscal 
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conservatism soon returned to prominence, shaping bipartisan policymaking for decades. The most 

recent period of Democratic control of the legislature came in the 1970s.  

In the decades since, Republicans have held, on average, about seventy percent of legislative seats. 

Republican control has strengthened in the recent fifteen years. Republicans in 2025 hold 96 of the 

105 legislative seats ï the most since 1953, when they held 108 of 110. 

Expanding Representation: Women and Native Americans 

The legislature's demographics have evolved alongside the state. Women first entered the legislature 

in 1923 with the election of Rep. Gladys Pyle, a Huron Republican. Jessie Sanders, a Rapid City 

Democrat, became the first female senator in 1937. From that time through the early 1970s, there 

were never more than four women serving as legislators at any given time. 

Female legislators first moved into high-level leadership roles in the 1980s. Sen. Mary McClure, a 

Redfield Republican, became president pro tempore of the Senate in 1979, serving in that role until 

1989. Rep. Debra Anderson, a Sioux Falls Republican, became the first female speaker of the house 

in 1987-88.  

Representation grew slowly, peaking at 26 women in 1991-2 ï a national high at the time. After a 

dip, numbers climbed again in the 2010s and 2020s, culminating with 39 women in the 100th Session 

in 2025 ï the most in state history and more than a third of the membership for the first time. 

Native American representation, too, has increased meaningfully. The creation of majority-minority 

districts in the 1980s led to more tribal members being elected. Sen. Troy Heinert, a member of the 

Rosebud Sioux Tribe, became the first Native American to lead a caucus in 2019. The 2023-24 

legislature included eight tribal members, the most ever, and Rep. Will Mortenson, a member of the 

Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, became the first tribal member to lead a majority caucus. 

 

Institutional Modernization and Legislative Reforms 

Major structural changes reshaped the legislature throughout the 20th century. The creation of the 

Legislative Research Council in 1951 provided legislators with nonpartisan staff support. By the 

1960s, South Dakota had shifted from biennial to annual sessions, and in 1967 adopted an annual 

budgeting system. Reapportionment following the "one person, one vote" Supreme Court rulings in 

the 1970s ensured legislative districts more accurately reflected population, even splitting some 

counties to ensure equal representation. In the decades since, this has led to gradual gains in urban, 

rather than rural, representation, mirroring the demographic changes of the state. 

The Democratic-led legislature in 1973 was a watershed for reform of the legislative process. 

Democratic leaders such as House Speaker Gene Lebrun of Rapid City, Senate Majority Leader 

Harvey Wollman of Hitchcock, and House Majority Leader Lawrence Piersol of Sioux Falls joined 

with their Republican counterparts, such as the legendary Joseph ñPapa Joeò Barnett of Aberdeen, to 

modernize legislative rules to be more efficient and transparent. 

These reforms eliminated the ñpocket veto,ò which had allowed committee chairmen to kill a bill 

simply by never holding a hearing. In the modern legislature, every bill that is filed is heard in an 

open hearing, for which prior notice is given, and at which anyone can testify. Every bill receives a 
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final disposition, with a recorded vote. The state constitution also requires bills to encompass only a 

single subject, preventing the ñlogrollingò of unrelated topics into a single bill. 

The Impact of Term Limits 

The adoption of legislative term limits in 1992, which first barred legislators from reelection in 2000, 

altered the legislature's leadership dynamics.  

Prior to term limits, legislators would often serve a decade before being considered for a high-level 

leadership position like majority or minority leader and, once winning such an office, would hold it 

for several terms.  In the twenty-four years prior to term limits, from 1977 to 2000, there were four 

senate majority leaders, seven senate minority leaders, six house majority leaders, and five house 

minority leadersðtwenty-two leaders in total, with an average tenure of 4.3 sessions.  This included 

long-tenured leaders such as Sen. Homer Harding of Pierre, who was senate majority leader for 

twelve years, and Sen. Roger McKellips of Alcester, who was senate minority leader for ten years.  

In the twenty-four years since term limits, from 2001 to 2024, there were thirty-one leaders in those 

top party offices, with an average service of three years.  Rep. Bernie Hunhoff of Yankton, a veteran 

lawmaker, served six years as house minority leader; he is the only party floor leader in the term 

limits era to serve more than four years.  Thirteen of the thirty-one leaders served two sessions or 

less in the top leadership position.  The average legislative experience of a party leader has also 

decreased, as new leaders are typically in their second or third term.  Overall, term limits have led to 

legislative leaders who are less experienced when they assume their leadership roles and who have 

less time to learn in that role. 

Term limits also affected the informal leadership structure of the State Legislature as there are fewer 

long-tenured legislators.  Among those legislators who left in 2000 due to term limits were Sen. Jim 

Dunn of Lead, who is one of five state legislators to serve for thirty years, and Sen. Harold Halverson 

of Twin Brooks, who served for twenty-six years.   

Although few legislators serve for more than twenty years, there were always a number of them to 

bring institutional memory to the body.  The 2024 legislature, in comparison, had just two legislators 

with at least twenty years of service: Sen. Jean Hunhoff of Yankton, whose twenty-four years make 

her the longest-serving female legislator in state history, and Sen. Al Novstrup of Aberdeen, who has 

served twenty-two years and counting.  Both Hunhoff and Novstrup alternated service between the 

House and the Senate to achieve this length of service.  

These changes, though, have created more opportunities for women and younger legislators to enter 

leadership. Notably, Sen. Barbara Everist of Sioux Falls in 2001-02 and Sen. Kris Langer of Dell 

Rapids in 2019-20 became the first women to lead a Republican caucus. In 2025, both Democratic 

caucuses were led by women for the first time ï Sen. Liz Larson and Rep. Erin Healy, both of Sioux 

Falls. 

 

Technology and Transparency in the Modern Legislature 

Technological innovation has transformed the legislative process. For its first century or so, 

legislators worked in paper and ink, with bills distributed by pages and messages spindled on desks. 
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Today, legislators use notebook and tablet computers, and constituent contacts come overwhelmingly 

by email. The text message has taken the place of the passed note or quiet side conversation. 

In the 1970s, Dakotronics installed the Houseôs first electronic voting system. Today, House members 

vote by push-button, while Senators stubbornly cling to the tradition of the roll call vote. 

By the late 1990s, the LRC launched a website with laws, bills, and journals available to the public. 

Laptops, livestreamed audio, and searchable online records followed. By 2020, the legislature was 

fully digital. 

In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic accelerated this transformation. Remote participation and voting 

by legislators during the legislative session was allowed from 2020-22. Though in-person rules 

returned in 2023, remote participation by legislators remains common in interim committees. Remote 

committee testimony via video conferencing has become generally accepted, improving access for 

citizens across the state.  

Technology has made the legislature more transparent, more searchable, and more accessible. South 

Dakotans can follow floor debates and testimony in real time from anywhere in the worldðand even 

testify from anywhere in the world. 

And yet the personal relationships remain just as important. The legislature has always depended on 

the ability of people from very different places, and very different experiences, to listen, learn, and 

collaborate. As former Lt. Governor Matt Michels often says, the legislative session is truly ñthe State 

Fair indoorsò ï a nine-week long reunion, gathering place, and town hall meeting for our state. 

 

The Changing Face of the Citizen Legislator 

South Dakotaôs legislature remains part-time and deeply rooted in the daily lives of its members. 

While the early legislature was dominated by farmers and ranchers, todayôs members reflect a broader 

economic base. In 1973, 46 legislators worked in agriculture; by 2023, that number had dropped to 

about 10. Meanwhile, the number in business professions grew from 33 to 50. 

Lawyers, educators, and healthcare professionals have remained steady presences, while new career 

paths are increasingly represented. Yet the ethos remains unchanged: these are ordinary citizens doing 

extraordinary work, meeting for a short time each year to serve the public trust. 

For a very few, legislative service leads to a longer career in public service. Among the longest-

serving elected officials in state history are three who began their careers as state legislators: U.S. 

Senator and Governor Peter Norbeck, U.S. Senator and Congressman Tim Johnson, and U.S. Senator 

and Governor Mike Rounds. Twenty-four of the stateôs thirty-four governors had prior legislative 

service. 
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A Legacy Celebrated and a Future Embraced 

To commemorate the 100th session, the legislature 

launched a series of initiatives to preserve and promote its 

history. A special legislative committee commissioned 

historical displays, sponsored educational opportunities 

for students, published a commemorative book, and 

unveiled a unique Termesphere ï a sphere painted by 

Spearfish artist Dick Termes to depict the State Capitol 

during the legislative session. 

The committee also wrote a poem about the citizen 

legislature and commissioned calligraphy displays of the 

poem to hang in the Presidentôs Lobby and the Speakerôs 

Lobby. 

The 100th Legislative Session Committee members were Rep. Tony Venhuizen (chair), Sen. David 

Wheeler (vice chair), Sen. Jean Hunhoff, Sen. Steve Kolbeck, Rep. Stephanie Sauder, Rep. Erin 

Healy, former legislators Bernie Hunhoff and Matt Michels, and Dr. Ben Jones, the state historian. 

 

Conclusion: The Enduring Spirit of Citizen Governance 

For 100 sessions, South Dakotaôs legislature has stood apartðnot for its grandeur or bureaucracy, 

but for its simplicity, accessibility, and commitment to civic engagement. It has evolved in countless 

waysðfrom structure to demographics, from technology to transparencyðbut has never lost sight 

of its central purpose: to serve the people. 

In South Dakota, our state motto reminds us that ñUnder God, the People Rule.ò Our part-time, citizen 

legislature is special because it is close to the people. Because it is drawn from the people. Our 

legislators come to Pierre, do their work, and return home, where their friends and neighbors tell 

them how they did. It is one of the highest callings of a free people in a republic.  

Through 100 sessions, South Dakota legislators have met that chargeðflawed, human, imperfect, 

yet committed. As we celebrate 100 sessions, we do so with pride. We look back to honor those who 

built this institution. We look around to celebrate those who serve in it now. And we look ahead, 

confident that the next 100 sessions will be just as vibrant, just as open, and just as committed to the 

people of South Dakota. 

 

 

This article was prepared by Lt. Governor Tony Venhuizen, who as a state representative chaired the 

State Legislatureôs 100th Session Planning Committee. The article is based on the work of that 

committee and, in part, on an article Venhuizen co-authored with Sen. David Wheeler for Volume 70 

of the South Dakota Law Review. 
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The One Hundred and Five 

One hundred and five depart 

on a short, cold day in winter ï 

leaving home and work and all thatôs dear. 

They hug their families, pat the dog and 

pack their Sunday clothes alongside 

plans for a better South Dakota. 

The faithful bring a steadfast spirit. 

The hopeful bear a glorious curiosity. 

The charitable gird their consciences. 

One hundred and five ï yet al arrive 

on a road of their own. 

Amidst Pierreôs flurry of activists, advocates, 

bureaucrats ï pages, clerks and interns too ï 

they plow through drifts of pros and cons. 

ñAye?ò or ñNay?ò theyôre asked and asked. 

Whether doubtful or sure, they answer back. 

No shelter here for indecision. 

Complexities muddy good intentions. 

Adversaries spar by day, adjourn and then 

share bread and stories into the night. 

The wise persevere with patience ï 

waiting, watching for an opening to 

fill a need or pull a weed. 

Springtime comes as the last billôs done. 

The one hundred and five 

vote ñsine dieò and hurry homeé 

to grow and build and heal and teach. 
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Chronology 

The State of South Dakota is a part of the vast domain, which was acquired by the United States 

through the celebrated Louisiana Purchase in 1803. President Thomas Jefferson purchased the 

territory, which includes the present states of Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota, North 

and South Dakota, Montana, and Idaho, from France for fifteen million dollars and the assumption 

of certain claims held by citizens of the United States against France. 

Although nine states eventually were organized out of the Louisiana Purchase, during their existence 

as territories, the boundaries of these divisions were subject to frequent and marked changes, with 

names appearing and disappearing. 

As part of what was called the Louisiana Territory in 1812, the part of South Dakota lying west of 

the Missouri River became known as the "Mandan Territoryò and the area lying east of the Missouri 

River became incorporated into the Missouri Territory. The eastern half of the state was included in 

the Michigan Territory in 1834, and two years later it became part of the Wisconsin Territory. In 

1849, after the organization of Wisconsin as a state, the area east of the Missouri River was included 

in the Minnesota Territory. The portion of South Dakota west of the Missouri River was included in 

the Nebraska Territory in 1854. 

The admission of Minnesota as a state in 1885 left all the country west of its boundaries along the 

Big Sioux River to the Missouri River without any organization, legal name, or existence. This part 

was, by common consent, designated by the name of Dakota, a Native American name that means 

"confederated" or "leagued together," and was originally derived from the great associated tribe of 

Native Americans, known in their own language as Dakotas. 

In 1861, President James Buchanan signed the Organic Act, creating the Dakota Territory, including 

the present states of North and South Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, and a small part of Nebraska. By 

1868, the Dakota Territory consisted of only what are North and South Dakota today. In 1889, the 

"Omnibus Bill" or the Enabling Act was adopted, which provided for the dividing of Dakota Territory 

into the states of North and South Dakota. This enabled the two Dakotas, Montana, and Washington 

to formulate constitutions. 

Today, South Dakota is located in the heartland of the United States. It is a rectangular area 

approximately 370 miles by 210 miles. Its 77,047 square miles make it the 16th largest in size among 

the fifty states. South Dakota has a population of around 895,376. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The introductory material to the chronology was substantially derived from the ñIntroductory,ò Revised Code 

of South Dakota, 1903, and the ñDakota Historical Sketch,ò South Dakota Manual, 1905. 

The total population estimate is from the Annual Estimates of the Population for Counties of South Dakota, 

based on July 2021 U.S. Census Data estimates. 
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Events of 2023 

¶ The minimum wage in South Dakota increased from $9.95 to $10.80 per hour on January 1st as 

part of an annual cost of living adjustment required by state law. 

¶ Much of South Dakota was inundated with snow in January, with record snowfall recorded 

across much of the state. Sioux Falls received more than 2 feet of snow, while Winner and 

Yankton had the highest snowfall totals of the month with 31 inches of snow each. 

¶ Governor Kristi Noem combined the Bureau of Administration and the Bureau of Human 

Resources on April 12th, forming the Bureau of Human Resources and Administration. By 

merging the two bureaus, Governor Noem aimed to streamline government processes for state 

employees, reduce bureaucratic overhead, and be more responsible with taxpayer dollars. 

¶ The South Dakota Historical Society hosted a groundbreaking ceremony on May 2nd to kick 

off a major renovation of its iconic Cultural Heritage Center. The $19.6 million upgrade to the 

center includes a series of structural improvements, the construction of new facilities, and the 

introduction of new museum exhibits showing what has happened in South Dakota since 1989. 

¶ The Delbridge Museum of Natural History in Sioux Falls was closed to the public on August 

17th after arsenic was found in nearly 80 percent of the taxidermy specimens in the museum. 

The museum had been open for 40 years and was home to one of the comprehensive collections 

of taxidermy in the region, including the famous Brockhouse Collection. 

¶ A ribbon cutting ceremony was held on August 31st for the new Dakota Events CompleX (DEX) 

at the South Dakota State Fairgrounds in Huron. The DEX replaces the State Fair Open Class 

Beef Complex, which was destroyed in a fire in 2020, and now serves as a convenient location 

to host indoor rodeos, equestrian events, and livestock exhibitions. 

¶ The South Dakota Department of Corrections announced that it purchased two 160-acre parcels 

of land in rural Lincoln County on October 6th with the intention of using them as the site for a 

new menôs prison. Following this announcement, public opposition to the new prison quickly 

arose among landowners and residents of Lincoln County. 

¶ Following the devastating invasion of Israel by Hamas on October 7th, Governor Kristi Noem 

voiced support for Israel, its people, and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Throughout her 

time in office, Governor Noem visited Israel many times to demonstrate South Dakotaôs support 

for Americaôs most important strategic ally.  

¶ Governor Kristi Noem joined 16 other governors on December 4 in opposing the Chinese 

Communist Party owning American land, asserting that it is a significant national security threat. 
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Events of 2024 

¶ The minimum wage in South Dakota increased from $10.80 to $11.20 per hour on January 1st 

as part of an annual cost of living adjustment required by state law. 

¶ A ñdisturbanceò occurred at the South Dakota State Penitentiary in Sioux Falls on March 27th 

after the Department of Corrections shut down tablet-based phone calls, photo, text messaging, 

and email services for inmates. At least one correctional officer was assaulted during the 

incident. 

¶ A number of South Dakotans declared for the NFL draft and were selected in April, including 

OôGorman High School alum Tip Reiman (Arizona Cardinals), SDSU offensive lineman Mason 

McCormick (Pittsburgh Steelers), SDSU running back Isaiah Davis (New York Jets), and USD 

cornerback Myles Harden (Cleveland Browns). 

¶ Record-setting floods occurred in southeastern South Dakota after back-to-back days of heavy 

rainfall between June 20th and June 22nd. The Big Sioux River crested at 44.98 feetð7.28 feet 

above the previous record, with residents of North Sioux City and McCook Lake being 

particularly affected. 

¶ Miles Krajewski, a native of Yankton, and Jayci Simon won a silver medal in badminton mixed 

doubles on September 2nd during the 2024 Paris Paralympics, the first-ever paralympic 

badminton medal in American history.  

¶ Approximately 50 soldiers from the 109th Engineer Battalion of the South Dakota Army 

National Guard were sent to the US-Mexico border on October 16th as part of a year-long 

federal deployment in support of Operation International Drug Trafficking. 

¶ Former President Donald Trump was elected the 47th President of the United States on 

November 5th, marking the second time in American history that a President has been elected 

to two nonconsecutive terms. 

¶ Attorney General Marty Jackley announced a case against an employee of the Department of 

Public Safety for filing fraudulent inspection reports in October, marking the fourth case 

prosecuted by the AGôs office in the year amid a sudden rise in criminal charges against state 

employees.  

¶ President-Elect Donald Trump nominated Governor Kristi Noem to be Secretary of Homeland 

Security on November 12th. The Senate later voted 59-34 to confirm Noem on January 25th, 

2025. 
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The Constitution of the State of South Dakota 

Preamble 

We, the people of South Dakota, grateful to Almighty God for our civil and religious liberties, in 

order to form a more perfect and independent government, establish justice, ensure tranquility, 

provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare and preserve to ourselves and to our 

posterity the blessings of liberty, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the state of South 

Dakota. 

Article I  

Name and Boundary 

§1. Name of state. 

The name of the state shall be South Dakota. 

§2. Boundaries of state. 

The boundaries of the state of South Dakota shall be as follows: Beginning at the point of 

intersection of the western boundary line of the state of Minnesota, with the northern boundary line 

of the state of Iowa and running thence northerly along the western boundary line of the state of 

Minnesota, to its intersection with the seventh standard parallel; thence west on the line of the seventh 

standard parallel produced due west to its intersection with the twenty-seventh meridian of longitude 

west from Washington; thence south on the twenty-seventh meridian of longitude west from 

Washington to its intersection with the northern boundary line of the state of Nebraska; thence 

easterly along the northern boundary line of the state of Nebraska to its intersection with the western 

boundary line of the state of Iowa; thence northerly along the western boundary line of the state of 

Iowa to its intersection with the northern boundary line of the state of Iowa; thence east along the 

northern boundary line of the state of Iowa to the place of beginning. 

Article II  

Division of the Powers of Government 

The powers of the government of the state are divided into three distinct departments, the 

legislative, executive and judicial; and the powers and duties of each are prescribed by this 

Constitution. 

Article III  

Legislative Department 

§1. Legislative power -- Initiative and referendum. 

The legislative power of the state shall be vested in a Legislature which shall consist of a senate 

and house of representatives. However, the people expressly reserve to themselves the right to 

propose measures, which shall be submitted to a vote of the electors of the state, and also the right to 

require that any laws which the Legislature may have enacted shall be submitted to a vote of the 

electors of the state before going into effect, except such laws as may be necessary for the immediate 

preservation of the public peace, health or safety, support of the state government and its existing 

public institutions. Not more than five percent of the qualified electors of the state shall be required 

to invoke either the initiative or the referendum. 

This section shall not be construed so as to deprive the Legislature or any member thereof of the 

right to propose any measure. The veto power of the Executive shall not be exercised as to measures 

referred to a vote of the people. This section shall apply to municipalities. The enacting clause of all 

laws approved by vote of the electors of the state shall be: "Be it enacted by the people of South 

Dakota." The Legislature shall make suitable provisions for carrying into effect the provisions of this 

section. 
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§2. Number of legislators -- Regular sessions. 

After the Legislature elected for the years 1937 and 1938 the number of members of the house of 

representatives shall not be less than fifty nor more than seventy-five and the number of members of 

the senate shall not be less than twenty-five nor more than thirty-five. 

The sessions of the Legislature shall be biennial except as otherwise provided in this Constitution. 

§3. Qualifications for legislative office -- Officers ineligible. 

No person is eligible for the office of senator who is not a qualified elector in the district from 

which such person is chosen, a citizen of the United States, and who has not attained the age of 

twenty-one years, and who has not been a resident of the state for two years next preceding election. 

No person is eligible for the office of representative who is not a qualified elector in the district 

from which such person is chosen, and a citizen of the United States, and who has not been a resident 

of the state for two years next preceding election, and who has not attained the age of twenty-one 

years. 

No judge or clerk of any court, secretary of state, attorney general, state's attorney, recorder, sheriff 

or collector of public moneys, member of either house of Congress, or person holding any lucrative 

office under the United States, or this state, or any foreign government, shall be a member of the 

Legislature: provided, that appointments in the militia, the offices of notary public and justice of the 

peace shall not be considered lucrative; nor shall any person holding any office of honor or profit 

under any foreign government or under the government of the United States, except postmasters 

whose annual compensation does not exceed the sum of three hundred dollars, hold any office in 

either branch of the Legislature or become a member thereof. 

§4. Disqualification for conviction of crime -- Defaults on public money. 

No person who has been, or hereafter shall be, convicted of bribery, perjury, or other infamous 

crime, nor any person who has been, or may be collector or holder of public moneys, who shall not 

have accounted for and paid over, according to law, all such moneys due from him, shall be eligible 

to the Legislature or to any office in either branch thereof. 

§5. Legislative reapportionment. 

The Legislature shall apportion its membership by dividing the state into as many single-member, 

legislative districts as there are state senators. House districts shall be established wholly within 

senatorial districts and shall be either single-member or dual-member districts as the Legislature shall 

determine. Legislative districts shall consist of compact, contiguous territory and shall have 

population as nearly equal as is practicable, based on the last preceding federal census. An 

apportionment shall be made by the Legislature in 1983 and in 1991, and every ten years after 1991. 

Such apportionment shall be accomplished by December first of the year in which the apportionment 

is required. If any Legislature whose duty it is to make an apportionment shall fail to make the same 

as herein provided, it shall be the duty of the Supreme Court within ninety days to make such 

apportionment. 

§6. Legislative terms of office ï Compensation -- Regular sessions. 

The terms of office of the members of the Legislature shall be two years; they shall receive for 

their services the salary fixed by law under the provisions of § 2 of article XXI of this Constitution, 

and five cents for every mile of necessary travel in going to and returning from the place of meeting 

of the Legislature on the most usual route. 

No person may serve more than four consecutive terms or a total of eight consecutive years in the 

senate and more than four consecutive terms or a total of eight consecutive years in the house of 

representatives. However, this restriction does not apply to partial terms to which a legislator may be 

appointed. 

A regular session of the Legislature shall be held each year and shall not exceed forty legislative 

days, excluding Sundays, holidays and legislative recess, except in cases of impeachment, and 

members of the Legislature shall receive no other pay or perquisites except salary and mileage. 
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§7. Convening of annual sessions. 

The Legislature shall meet at the seat of government on the second Tuesday of January at 12 

o'clock m. and at no other time except as provided by this Constitution. 

§8. Oath required of legislators and officers -- Forfeiture of office for false swearing. 

Members of the Legislature and officers thereof, before they enter upon their official duties, shall 

take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation: I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will 

support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the state of South Dakota, and 

will faithfully discharge the duties of (senator, representative or officer) according to the best of my 

abilities, and that I have not knowingly or intentionally paid or contributed anything, or made any 

promise in the nature of a bribe, to directly or indirectly influence any vote at the election at which I 

was chosen to fill said office, and have not accepted, nor will I accept or receive directly or indirectly, 

any money, pass, or any other valuable thing, from any corporation, company or person, for any vote 

or influence I may give or withhold on any bill or resolution, or appropriation, or for any other official 

act. 

This oath shall be administered by a judge of the Supreme or circuit Court, or the presiding officer 

of either house, in the hall of the house to which the member or officer is elected, and the secretary 

of state shall record and file the oath subscribed by each member and officer. 

Any member or officer of the Legislature who shall refuse to take the oath herein prescribed shall 

forfeit his office. 

Any member or officer of the Legislature who shall be convicted of having sworn falsely to, or 

violated his said oath, shall forfeit his office and be disqualified thereafter from holding the office of 

senator or member of the house of representatives or any office within the gift of the Legislature. 

§9. Each house as judge of qualifications ï Quorum -- Rules of proceedings -- Officers and 

employees. 

Each house shall be the judge of the election returns and qualifications of its own members. 

A majority of the members of each house shall constitute a quorum, but a smaller number may 

adjourn from day-to-day, and may compel the attendance of absent members in such a manner and 

under such penalty as each house may provide. 

Each house shall determine the rules of its proceedings, shall choose its own officers and 

employees and fix the pay thereof, except as otherwise provided in this Constitution. 

§10. Filling legislative vacancies. 

The Governor shall make appointments to fill such vacancies as may occur in either house of the 

Legislature. 

§11. Legislators' privilege from arrest -- Freedom of debate. 

Senators and representatives shall, in all cases except treason, felony or breach of the peace, be 

privileged from arrest during the session of the Legislature, and in going to and returning from the 

same; and for words used in any speech or debate in either house, they shall not be questioned in any 

other place. 

§12. Legislators ineligible for other office -- Contracts with state or county. 

No member of the Legislature shall, during the term for which he was elected, be appointed or 

elected to any civil office in the state which shall have been created, or the emoluments of which 

shall have been increased during the term for which he was elected, nor shall any member receive 

any civil appointment from the Governor, the Governor and senate, or from the Legislature during 

the term for which he shall have been elected, and all such appointments and all votes given for any 

such members for any such office or appointment shall be void; nor shall any member of the 

Legislature during the term for which he shall have been elected, or within one year thereafter, be 

interested, directly or indirectly, in any contract with the state or any county thereof, authorized by 

any law passed during the term for which he shall have been elected. 
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§13. Legislative journals -- Recording of yeas and nays. 

Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings and publish the same from time to time, except 

such parts as require secrecy, and the yeas and nays of members on any question shall be taken at the 

desire of one-sixth of those present and entered upon the journal. 

§14. Elections viva voce. 

In all elections to be made by the Legislature the members thereof shall vote viva voce and their 

votes shall be entered in the journal. 

§15. Open legislative sessionôs -- Exception. 

The sessions of each house and of the committee of the whole shall be open, unless when the 

business is such as ought to be kept secret. 

§16. Adjournment of legislative houses. 

Neither house shall without the consent of the other adjourn for more than three days, nor to any 

other place than that in which the two houses shall be sitting. 

§17. Reading of bills. 

Every bill shall be read twice, by number and title once when introduced, and once upon final 

passage, but one reading at length may be demanded at any time before final passage. 

§18. Enacting clause -- Assent by majority -- Recording of votes. 

The enacting clause of a law shall be: "Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of South 

Dakota" and no law shall be passed unless by assent of a majority of all the members elected to each 

house of the Legislature. And the question upon the final passage shall be taken upon its last reading, 

and the yeas and nays shall be entered upon the journal. 

§19. Signing of bills and resolutions. 

The presiding officer of each house shall, in the presence of the house over which he presides, sign 

all bills and joint resolutions passed by the Legislature, after their titles have been publicly read 

immediately before signing, and the fact of signing shall be entered upon the journal. 

§20. Origin of bills -- Amendment in other house. 

Any bill may originate in either house of the Legislature, and a bill passed by one house may be 

amended in the other. 

§21. One subject expressed in title. 

No law shall embrace more than one subject, which shall be expressed in its title. 

§22. Effective date of acts -- Emergency clause. 

No act shall take effect until ninety days after the adjournment of the session at which it passed, 

unless in case of emergency, (to be expressed in the preamble or body of the act) the Legislature shall 

by a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected of each house, otherwise direct. 

§23. Private and special laws prohibited. 

The Legislature is prohibited from enacting any private or special laws in the following cases: 

1. Granting divorces. 

2. Changing the names of persons or places or constituting one person the heir at law of another. 

3. Locating or changing county seats. 

4. Regulating county and township affairs. 

5. Incorporating cities, towns and villages or changing or amending the charter of any town, city 

or village, or laying out, opening, vacating or altering town plats, streets, wards, alleys and 

public ground. 

6. Providing for sale or mortgage of real estate belonging to minors or others under disability. 

7. Authorizing persons to keep ferries across streams wholly within the state. 

8. Remitting fines, penalties or forfeitures. 

9. Granting to an individual, association or corporation any special or exclusive privilege, 

immunity or franchise whatever. 
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10. Providing for the management of common schools. 

11. Creating, increasing or decreasing fees, percentages or allowances of public officers during the 

term for which said officers are elected or appointed. 

But the Legislature may repeal any existing special law relating to the foregoing subdivisions. 

In all other cases where a general law can be applicable no special law shall be enacted. 

§24. Release of debt to state or municipality. 

The Legislature shall have no power to release or extinguish, in whole or in part, the indebtedness, 

liability or obligation of any corporation or individual to this state, or to any municipal corporation 

therein. 

§25. Games of chance prohibited -- Exceptions. 

The Legislature may not authorize any game of chance, lottery, or gift enterprise, under any 

pretense, or for any purpose whatever provided, however, it shall be lawful for the Legislature to 

authorize by law, bona fide veterans, charitable, educational, religious or fraternal organizations, 

civic and service clubs, volunteer fire departments, or such other public spirited organizations as it 

may recognize, to conduct games of chance when the entire net proceeds of such games of chance 

are to be devoted to educational, charitable, patriotic, religious, or other public spirited uses. 

However, it shall be lawful for the Legislature to authorize by law a state lottery or video games of 

chance, or both, which are regulated by the State of South Dakota, either separately by the state or 

jointly with one or more states, and which are owned and operated by the State of South Dakota, 

either separately by the state or jointly with one or more states or persons, provided any such video 

games of chance may not directly dispense coins or tokens. However, the Legislature may not expand 

the statutory authority existing as of June 1, 1994, regarding any private ownership of state lottery 

games or video games of chance, or both. The Legislature shall establish the portion of proceeds due 

the state from such lottery or video games of chance, or both, and the purposes for which those 

proceeds are to be used. SDCL 42-7A, and its amendments, regulations, and related laws, and all acts 

and contracts relying for authority upon such laws and regulations, beginning July 1, 1987, to the 

effective date of this amendment, are ratified and approved. Further, it shall be lawful for the 

Legislature to authorize by law, roulette, keno, craps, wagering on sporting events, limited card 

games and slot machines within the city limits of Deadwood. The entire net Municipal proceeds of 

such roulette, keno, craps, wagering on sporting events, card games, and slot machines shall be 

devoted to the Historic Restoration and Preservation of Deadwood.   

§26. Municipal powers denied to private organizations. 

The Legislature shall not delegate to any special commission, private corporation or association, 

any power to make, supervise or interfere with any municipal improvement, money, property, effects, 

whether held in trust or otherwise, or levy taxes, or to select a capital site, or to perform any municipal 

functions whatever. 

§27. Suits against the state. 

The Legislature shall direct by law in what manner and in what courts suits may be brought against 

the state. 

§28. Bribery and corrupt solicitation of officers -- Compelling testimony -- Immunity from 

prosecution. 

Any person who shall give, demand, offer, directly or indirectly, any money, testimonial, privilege 

or personal advantage, thing of value to any executive or judicial officer or member of the 

Legislature, to influence him in the performance of any of his official or public duties, shall be guilty 

of bribery and shall be punished in such manner as shall be provided by law. 

The offense of corrupt solicitation of members of the Legislature, or of public officers of the state, 

or any municipal division thereof, and any effort towards solicitation of said members of the 

Legislature, or officers to influence their official actions shall be defined by law, and shall be 

punishable by fine and imprisonment. 
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Any person may be compelled to testify in investigation or judicial proceedings against any person 

charged with having committed any offense of bribery or corrupt solicitation, and shall not be 

permitted to withhold his testimony upon the ground that it may criminate himself, but said testimony 

shall not afterwards be used against him in any judicial proceeding except for bribery in giving such 

testimony, and any person convicted of either of the offenses aforesaid shall be disqualified from 

holding any office or position or office of trust or profit in this state. 

§29. Legislative powers in emergency from enemy attack. 

Notwithstanding any general or special provisions of the Constitution, in order to insure continuity 

of state and local governmental operations in periods of emergency resulting from disasters caused 

by enemy attack, the Legislature shall have the power and the immediate duty (1) to provide for 

prompt and temporary succession to the powers and duties of public offices, of whatever nature and 

whether filled by election or appointment, the incumbents of which may become unavailable for 

carrying on the powers and duties of such offices, and (2) to adopt such other measures as may be 

necessary and proper for insuring the continuity of governmental operations. In the exercise of the 

powers hereby conferred the Legislature shall in all respects conform to the requirements of this 

Constitution except to the extent that in the judgment of the Legislature so to do would be 

impracticable or would admit of undue delay. 

§30. Power of committee of Legislature to suspend administrative rules and regulations. 

The Legislature may by law empower a committee comprised of members of both houses of the 

Legislature, acting during recesses or between sessions, to suspend rules and regulations promulgated 

by any administrative department or agency from going into effect until July 1 after the Legislature 

reconvenes. 

§31. Convening of special sessions upon petition. 

In addition to the provisions of Article IV, § 3, the Legislature may be convened in special session 

by the presiding officers of both houses upon the written request of two-thirds of the members of 

each house. The petition of request shall state the purposes of the session, and only business 

encompassed by those purposes may be transacted. 

§32. Term limitations for United States Congressmen. 

Commencing with the 1992 election, no person may be elected to more than two consecutive terms 

in the United States senate or more than six consecutive terms in the United States house of 

representatives. 

Article IV  

Executive Department 

§1. Executive power. 

The executive power of the state is vested in the Governor. 

§2. Qualification, election and term. 

The Governor and lieutenant governor must be citizens of the United States, have attained the age 

of twenty-one years, and be residents of the State of South Dakota for two years preceding their 

election. They shall be jointly elected for a term of four years at a general election held in a 

nonpresidential election year. The candidates having the highest number of votes cast jointly for them 

shall be elected. Commencing with the 1974 general election, no person shall be elected to more than 

two consecutive terms as Governor or as lieutenant governor. The election procedure shall be as 

prescribed by law. 

§3. Powers and duties of the Governor. 

The Governor shall be responsible for the faithful execution of the law. He may, by appropriate 

action or proceeding brought in the name of the state, enforce compliance with any constitutional or 

legislative mandate, or restrain violation of any constitutional or legislative power, duty or right by 

any officer, department or agency of the state or any of its civil divisions. This authority shall not 

authorize any action or proceedings against the Legislature. 
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He shall be commander-in-chief of the armed forces of the state, except when they shall be called 

into the service of the United States, and may call them out to execute the laws, to preserve order, to 

suppress insurrection or to repel invasion. 

The Governor shall commission all officers of the state. He may at any time require information, 

in writing or otherwise, from the officers of any administrative department, office or agency upon 

any subject relating to the respective offices. 

The Governor shall at the beginning of each session, and may at other times, give the Legislature 

information concerning the affairs of the state and recommend the measures he considers necessary. 

The Governor may convene the Legislature or either house thereof alone in special session by a 

proclamation stating the purposes of the session, and only business encompassed by such purposes 

shall be transacted. 

Whenever a vacancy occurs in any office and no provision is made by the Constitution or laws for 

filling such vacancy, the Governor shall have the power to fill such vacancy by appointment. 

The Governor may, except as to convictions on impeachment, grant pardons, commutations, and 

reprieves, and may suspend and remit fines and forfeitures. 

§4. Veto power. 

Whenever the Legislature is in session, any bill presented to the Governor for signature shall 

become law when the Governor signs the bill or fails to veto the bill within five days, not including 

Saturdays, Sundays, or holidays, of presentation. A vetoed bill shall be returned by the Governor to 

the Legislature together with the Governor's objections within five days, not including Saturdays, 

Sundays, or holidays, of presentation if the Legislature is in session or upon the reconvening of the 

Legislature from a recess. Any vetoed bill shall be reconsidered by the Legislature and, if two-thirds 

of all members of each house shall pass the bill, it shall become law.  

Whenever a bill has been presented to the Governor and the Legislature has adjourned sine die or 

recessed for more than five days within five days from presentation, the bill shall become law when 

the Governor signs the bill or fails to veto it within fifteen days after such adjournment or start of the 

recess.  

The Governor may strike any items of any bill passed by the Legislature making appropriations. 

The procedure for reconsidering items struck by the Governor shall be the same as is prescribed for 

the passage of bills over the executive veto. All items not struck shall become law as provided herein. 

Bills with errors in style or form may be returned to the Legislature by the Governor with specific 

recommendations for change. Bills returned shall be treated in the same manner as vetoed bills except 

that specific recommendations for change as to style or form may be approved by a majority vote of 

all the members of each house. If the Governor certifies that the bill conforms with the Governor's 

specific recommendations, the bill shall become law. If the Governor fails to certify the bill, it shall 

be returned to the Legislature as a vetoed bill. 

§5. Powers and duties of lieutenant governor. 

The lieutenant governor shall be president of the senate but shall have no vote unless the senators 

be equally divided. The lieutenant governor shall perform the duties and exercise the powers that 

may be delegated to him by the Governor. 

§6. Succession of executive power. 

When the office of Governor shall become vacant through death, resignation, failure to qualify, 

conviction after impeachment or permanent disability of the Governor, the lieutenant governor shall 

succeed to the office and powers of the Governor. When the Governor is unable to serve by reason 

of continuous absence from the state, or other temporary disability, the executive power shall devolve 

upon the lieutenant governor for the residue of the term or until the disability is removed. 

Whenever there is a permanent vacancy in the office of the lieutenant governor, the Governor shall 

nominate a lieutenant governor who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority vote of all the 

members of each house of the Legislature. Whenever there is a concurrent vacancy in the office of 
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Governor and lieutenant governor, the order of succession for the office of Governor shall be as 

provided by law. 

The Supreme Court shall have original and exclusive jurisdiction to determine when a continuous 

absence from the state or disability has occurred in the office of the Governor or a permanent vacancy 

exists in the office of lieutenant governor. 

§7. Other executive officers -- Powers, duties, and term limitations. 

There shall be chosen by the qualified electors of the state at the general election of the Governor 

and every four years thereafter the following constitutional officers: attorney general, secretary of 

state, auditor, treasurer, and commissioner of school and public lands, who shall severally hold their 

offices for a term of four years. Commencing with the 1992 general election, no person may be 

elected to more than two consecutive terms as attorney general, secretary of state, auditor, treasurer, 

or commissioner of school and public lands. 

§8. Reorganization. 

All executive and administrative offices, boards, agencies, commissions and instrumentalities of 

the state government and their respective functions, powers and duties, except for the office of 

Governor, lieutenant governor, attorney general, secretary of state, auditor, treasurer, and 

commissioner of school and public lands, shall be allocated by law among and within not more than 

twenty-five principal departments, organized as far as practicable according to major purposes, by 

no later than July 1, 1974. Subsequently, all new powers or functions shall be assigned to 

administrative offices, agencies and instrumentalities in such manner as will tend to provide an 

orderly arrangement in the administrative organization of state government. Temporary commissions 

may be established by law and need not be allocated within a principal department. 

Except as to elected constitutional officers, the Governor may make such changes in the 

organization of offices, boards, commissions, agencies and instrumentalities, and in allocation of 

their functions, powers and duties, as he considers necessary for efficient administration. If such 

changes affect existing law, they shall be set forth in executive orders, which shall be submitted to 

the Legislature within five legislative days after it convenes, and shall become effective, and shall 

have the force of law, within ninety days after submission, unless disapproved by a resolution 

concurred in by a majority of all the members of either house. 

§9. Appointment and removal power. 

Each principal department shall be under the supervision of the Governor and, unless otherwise 

provided in this Constitution or by law, shall be headed by a single executive. Such single executive, 

unless provided otherwise by the Constitution, shall be nominated and, by and with the advice and 

consent of the senate, appointed by the Governor and shall hold office for a term to expire at the end 

of the term for which the Governor was elected, unless sooner removed by the Governor. 

Except as otherwise provided in this Constitution, whenever a board, commission or other body 

shall head a principal department of the state government, the members thereof shall be nominated 

and, by and with the advice and consent of the senate, appointed by the Governor. The term of office 

and removal of such members shall be as prescribed by law. 

The Governor shall have power to nominate and make interim appointments requiring senate 

confirmation during recess of the Legislature except that such nominations and interim appointments 

shall extend only to the end of the Governor's term or until acted upon by the Legislature. 

§10 to §13. Superseded. 

Article V  

Judicial Department 

§1. Judicial powers. 

The judicial power of the state is vested in a unified judicial system consisting of a Supreme Court, 

circuit courts of general jurisdiction and courts of limited original jurisdiction as established by the 

Legislature. 
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§2. Supreme Court. 

The Supreme Court is the highest court of the state. It consists of a chief justice and four associate 

justices. Upon request by the Supreme Court the Legislature may increase the number of justices to 

seven. All justices shall be selected from compact districts established by the Legislature, and each 

district shall have one justice. 

§3. Circuit courts.  

The circuit courts consist of such number of circuits and judges as the Supreme Court determines 

by rule. 

§4. Courts of limited jurisdiction.  

Courts of limited jurisdiction consist of all courts created by the Legislature having limited original 

jurisdiction. 

§5. Jurisdiction of courts. 

The Supreme Court shall have such appellate jurisdiction as may be provided by the Legislature, 

and the Supreme Court or any justice thereof may issue any original or remedial writ which shall 

then be heard and determined by that court. The Governor has authority to require opinions of the 

Supreme Court upon important questions of law involved in the exercise of his executive power and 

upon solemn occasions. 

The circuit courts have original jurisdiction in all cases except as to any limited original jurisdiction 

granted to other courts by the Legislature. The circuit courts and judges thereof have the power to 

issue, hear and determine all original and remedial writs. The circuit courts have such appellate 

jurisdiction as may be provided by law. 

Imposition or execution of a sentence may be suspended by the court empowered to impose the 

sentence unless otherwise provided by law. 

§6. Qualifications of judicial personnel. 

Justices of the Supreme Court, judges of the circuit courts and persons presiding over courts of 

limited jurisdiction must be citizens of the United States, residents of the state of South Dakota and 

voting residents within the district, circuit or jurisdiction from which they are elected or appointed. 

No Supreme Court justice shall be deemed to have lost his voting residence in a district by reason of 

his removal to the seat of government in the discharge of his official duties. Justices of the Supreme 

Court and judges of circuit courts must be licensed to practice law in the state of South Dakota. 

§7. Judicial selection. 

Circuit court judges shall be elected in a nonpolitical election by the electorate of the circuit each 

represents for an eight-year term. 

A vacancy, as defined by law, in the office of a Supreme Court justice or circuit court judge, shall 

be filled by appointment of the Governor from one of two or more persons nominated by the judicial 

qualifications commission. The appointment to fill a vacancy of a circuit court judge shall be for the 

balance of the unexpired term; and the appointment to fill a vacancy of a Supreme Court justice shall 

be subject to approval or rejection as hereinafter set forth. 

Retention of each Supreme Court justice shall, in the manner provided by law, be subject to 

approval or rejection on a nonpolitical ballot at the first general election following the expiration of 

three years from the date of his appointment. Thereafter, each Supreme Court justice shall be subject 

to approval or rejection in like manner every eighth year. All incumbent Supreme Court justices at 

the time of the effective date of this amendment shall be subject to a retention election in the general 

election in the year in which their respective existing terms expire. 

§8. Selection of the Chief Justice. 

The chief justice shall be selected from among the justices of the Supreme Court for a term and in 

a manner to be provided by law. The chief justice may resign his office without resigning from the 

Supreme Court. 
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§9. Qualifications commission. 

The Legislature shall provide by law for the establishment of a judicial qualifications commission 

which have such powers as the Legislature may provide, including the power to investigate 

complaints against any justice or judge and to conduct confidential hearings concerning the removal 

or involuntary retirement of a justice or judge. The Supreme Court shall prescribe by rule the means 

to implement and enforce the powers of the commission. On recommendation of the judicial 

qualifications commission the Supreme Court, after hearing, may censure, remove or retire a justice 

or judge for action which constitutes willful misconduct in office, willful and persistent failure to 

perform his duties, habitual intemperance, disability that seriously interferes with the performance of 

the duties or conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice which brings a judicial office into 

disrepute. No justice or judge shall sit in judgment in any hearing involving his own removal or 

retirement. 

§10. Restrictions. 

During his term of office, no Supreme Court justice or circuit court judge shall engage in the 

practice of law. Any Supreme Court justice or circuit court judge who becomes a candidate for an 

elective nonjudicial office shall thereby forfeit his judicial office. 

§11. Administration.  

The chief justice is the administrative head of the unified judicial system. The chief justice shall 

submit an annual consolidated budget for the entire unified judicial system, and the total cost of the 

system shall be paid by the state. The Legislature may provide by law for the reimbursement to the 

state of appropriate portions of such cost by governmental subdivisions. The Supreme Court shall 

appoint such court personnel as it deems necessary to serve at its pleasure. 

The chief justice shall appoint a presiding circuit judge for each judicial circuit to serve at the 

pleasure of the chief justice. Each presiding circuit judge shall have such administrative power as the 

Supreme Court designates by rule and may, unless it be otherwise provided by law, appoint judicial 

personnel to courts of limited jurisdiction to serve at his pleasure. Each presiding circuit judge shall 

appoint clerks and other court personnel for the counties in his circuit who shall serve at his pleasure 

at a compensation fixed by law. Duties of clerks shall be defined by Supreme Court rule. 

The chief justice shall have power to assign any circuit judge to sit on another circuit court, or on 

the Supreme Court in case of a vacancy or in place of a justice who is disqualified or unable to act. 

The chief justice may authorize a justice to sit as a judge in any circuit court. 

The chief justice may authorize retired justices and judges to perform any judicial duties to the 

extent provided by law and as directed by the Supreme Court. 

§12. Rule-making power. 

The Supreme Court shall have general superintending powers over all courts and may make rules 

of practice and procedure and rules governing the administration of all courts. The Supreme Court 

by rule shall govern terms of courts, admission to the bar, and discipline of members of the bar. These 

rules may be changed by the Legislature. 

§13. Transition. 

The Legislature by law and the Supreme Court by rule shall provide for the orderly transition of 

the judicial system in conformity with this article. 

§14 to §39.  Superseded. 

Article VI  

Bill of Rights 

§1. Inherent rights. 

All men are born equally free and independent, and have certain inherent rights, among which are 

those of enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring and protecting property and the pursuit 

of happiness. To secure these rights governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers 

from the consent of the governed. 
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§2. Due process -- Right to work. 

No person shall be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law. The right of 

persons to work shall not be denied or abridged on account of membership or non-membership in 

any labor union, or labor organization. 

§3. Freedom of religion -- Support of religion prohibited. 

The right to worship God according to the dictates of conscience shall never be infringed. No 

person shall be denied any civil or political right, privilege or position on account of his religious 

opinions; but the liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not be so construed as to excuse 

licentiousness, the invasion of the rights of others, or justify practices inconsistent with the peace or 

safety of the state. 

No person shall be compelled to attend or support any ministry or place of worship against his 

consent nor shall any preference be given by law to any religious establishment or mode of worship. 

No money or property of the state shall be given or appropriated for the benefit of any sectarian or 

religious society or institution. 

§4. Right of petition and peaceable assembly. 

The right of petition, and of the people peaceably to assemble to consult for the common good and 

make known their opinions, shall never be abridged. 

§5. Freedom of speech -- Truth as defense -- Jury trial.  

Every person may freely speak, write and publish on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse 

of that right. In all trials for libel, both civil and criminal, the truth, when published with good motives 

and for justifiable ends, shall be a sufficient defense. The jury shall have the right to determine the 

fact and the law under the direction of the court. 

§6. Jury trial -- Reduced jury -- Three fourths vote. 

The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate and shall extend to all cases at law without regard 

to the amount in controversy, but the Legislature may provide for a jury of less than twelve in any 

court not a court of record and for the decision of civil cases by three-fourths of the jury in any court. 

§7. Rights of accused. 

In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall have the right to defend in person and by counsel; to 

demand the nature and cause of the accusation against him; to have a copy thereof; to meet the 

witnesses against him face to face; to have compulsory process served for obtaining witnesses in his 

behalf, and to a speedy public trial by an impartial jury of the county or district in which the offense 

is alleged to have been committed. 

§8. Right to bail -- Habeas corpus. 

All persons shall be bailable by sufficient sureties, except for capital offenses when proof is evident 

or presumption great. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended unless, when 

in case of rebellion or invasion, the public safety may require it. 

§9. Self-incrimination -- Double jeopardy. 

No person shall be compelled in any criminal case to give evidence against himself or be twice put 

in jeopardy for the same offense. 

§10. Indictment or information    Modification or abolishment of grand jury.  

No person shall be held for a criminal offense unless on the presentment or indictment of a grand 

jury, or information of the public prosecutor, except in cases of impeachment, in cases cognizable by 

county courts, by justices of the peace, and in cases arising in the army and navy, or in the militia 

when in actual service in time of war or public danger: provided, that the grand jury may be modified 

or abolished by law. 

§11. Search and seizure. 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers and effects, against 

unreasonable searches and seizures shall not be violated, and no warrant shall issue but upon probable 

cause supported by affidavit, particularly describing the place to be searched and the person or thing 

to be seized. 
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§12. Ex post facto laws -- Impairment of contract obligations -- Privilege or immunity. 

No ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts or making any irrevocable grant 

of privilege, franchise or immunity, shall be passed. 

§13. Private property not taken without just compensation -- Benefit to owner -- Fee in 

highways. 

Private property shall not be taken for public use, or damaged, without just compensation, which 

will be determined according to legal procedure established by the Legislature and according to § 6 

of this article. No benefit which may accrue to the owner as the result of an improvement made by 

any private corporation shall be considered in fixing the compensation for property taken or damaged. 

The fee of land taken for railroad tracks or other highways shall remain in such owners, subject to 

the use for which it is taken. 

§14. Resident aliens' property rights. 

No distinction shall ever be made by law between resident aliens and citizens, in reference to the 

possession, enjoyment or descent of property. 

§15. Imprisonment for debt. 

No person shall be imprisoned for debt arising out of or founded upon a contract. 

§16. Military subordinate to civil power -- Quartering of soldiers. 

The military shall be in strict subordination to the civil power. No soldier in time of peace shall be 

quartered in any house without consent of the owner, nor in time of war except in the manner 

prescribed by law. 

§17. Taxation without consent -- Uniformity.  

No tax or duty shall be imposed without the consent of the people or their representatives in the 

Legislature, and all taxation shall be equal and uniform. 

§18. Equal privileges or immunities. 

No law shall be passed granting to any citizen, class of citizens or corporation, privileges or 

immunities which upon the same terms shall not equally belong to all citizens or corporations. 

§19. Free and equal elections -- Right of suffrage -- Soldier voting. 

Elections shall be free and equal, and no power, civil or military, shall at any time interfere to 

prevent the free exercise of the right of suffrage. Soldiers in time of war may vote at their post of 

duty in or out of the state, under regulations to be prescribed by the Legislature. 

§20. Courts open -- Remedy for injury. 

All courts shall be open, and every man for an injury done him in his property, person or reputation, 

shall have remedy by due course of law, and right and justice, administered without denial or delay. 

§21. Suspension of laws prohibited. 

No power of suspending laws shall be exercised, unless by the Legislature or its authority. 

§22. Attainder by Legislature prohibited.  

No person shall be attainted of treason or felony by the Legislature. 

§23. Excessive bail or fines -- Cruel punishments. 

Excessive bail shall not be required, excessive fines imposed, nor cruel punishments inflicted. 

§24. Right to bear arms. 

The right of the citizens to bear arms in defense of themselves and the state shall not be denied. 

§25. Treason. 

Treason against the state shall consist only in levying war against it, or in adhering to its enemies, 

or in giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony 

of two witnesses to the same overt act or confession in open court. 

§26. Power inherent in people -- Alteration in form of government -- Inseparable part of 

Union. 

All political power is inherent in the people, and all free government is founded on their authority, 

and is instituted for their equal protection and benefit, and they have the right in lawful and 
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constituted methods to alter or reform their forms of government in such manner as they may think 

proper. And the state of South Dakota is an inseparable part of the American Union and the 

Constitution of the United States is the supreme law of the land. 

§27. Maintenance of free government -- Fundamental principles. 

The blessings of a free government can only be maintained by a firm adherence to justice, 

moderation, temperance, frugality and virtue and by frequent recurrence to fundamental principles. 

§28. Right to vote by secret ballot.   

The rights of individuals to vote by secret ballot is fundamental. If any state or federal law requires 

or permits an election for public office, for any initiative or referendum, or for any designation or 

authorization of employee representation, the right of any individual to vote by secret ballot shall be 

guaranteed. 

§29. Rights of crime victim.  

A victim shall have the following rights: 

1. The right to due process and to be treated with fairness and respect for the victim's dignity; 

2. The right to be free from intimidation, harassment and abuse; 

3. The right to be reasonably protected from the accused and any person acting on behalf of the 

accused; 

4. The right to have the safety and welfare of the victim and the victim's family considered when 

setting bail or making release decisions; 

5. The right, upon request, to prevent the disclosure to the public, or the defendant or anyone 

acting on behalf of the defendant in the criminal case, of information or records that could be 

used to locate or harass the victim or the victim's family, or which could disclose confidential 

or privileged information about the victim, and to be notified of any request for such 

information or records. This does not limit law enforcement from sharing information with the 

public for the purposes of enlisting the public's help in solving a crime; 

6. The right, upon request, to privacy, which includes the right to refuse an interview, deposition 

or other discovery request, and to set reasonable conditions on the conduct of any such 

interaction to which the victim consents; 

7. The right, upon request, to reasonable, accurate and timely notice of, and to be present at, all 

proceedings involving the criminal or delinquent conduct, including release, plea, sentencing, 

adjudication and disposition, and any proceeding during which a right of the victim is 

implicated; 

8. The right, upon request, to be promptly notified of any release or escape of the accused; 

9. The right to be heard in any proceeding involving release, plea, sentencing, adjudication, 

disposition or parole, and any proceeding during which a right of the victim is implicated; 

10. The right, upon request, to confer with the attorney for the government; 

11. The right to provide information regarding the impact of the offender's conduct on the victim 

and the victim's family to the individual responsible for conducting any presentence or 

disposition investigation or compiling any pre-sentence investigation report or plan of 

disposition, and to have any such information considered in any sentencing or disposition 

recommendations; 

12. The right, upon request, to receive a copy of any pre-sentence report or plan of disposition, and 

any other report or record relevant to the exercise of a victim's right, except for those portions 

made confidential by law; 

13. The right, upon request, to the prompt return of the victim's property when no longer needed 

as evidence in the case; 
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14. The right to full and timely restitution in every case and from each offender for all losses 

suffered by the victim as a result of the criminal conduct and as provided by law for all losses 

suffered as a result of delinquent conduct; 

15. The right to proceedings free from unreasonable delay, and to a prompt and final conclusion 

of the case and any related post-judgment proceedings; 

16. The right, upon request, to be informed of the conviction, adjudication, sentence, disposition, 

place and time of incarceration, detention or other disposition of the offender, any scheduled 

release date of the offender, and the release of or the escape by the offender from custody; 

17. The right, upon request, to be informed in a timely manner of all post-judgment processes and 

procedures, to participate in such processes and procedures, to provide information to the 

release authority to be considered before any release decision is made, and to be notified of 

any release decision regarding the offender. Any parole authority shall extend the right to be 

heard to any person harmed by the offender; 

18. The right, upon request, to be informed in a timely manner of clemency and expungement 

procedures, to provide information to the Governor, the court, any clemency board and other 

authority in these procedures, and to have that information considered before a clemency or 

expungement decision is made, and to be notified of such decision in advance of any release 

of the offender; and 

19. The right to be informed of these rights, and to be informed that a victim can seek the advice 

of an attorney with respect to the victim's rights. This information shall be made available to 

the general public and provided to each crime victim in what is referred to as a Marsy's Card. 

The victim, the retained attorney of the victim, a lawful representative of the victim, or the attorney 

for the government, upon request of the victim, may assert and seek enforcement of the rights 

enumerated in this section and any other right afforded to a victim by law in any trial or appellate 

court, or before any other authority with jurisdiction over the case, as a matter of right. The court or 

other authority with jurisdiction shall act promptly on such a request, affording a remedy by due 

course of law for the violation of any right and ensuring that victims' rights and interests are protected 

in a manner no less vigorous than the protections afforded to criminal defendants and children 

accused of delinquency. The reasons for any decision regarding the disposition of a victim's right 

shall be clearly stated on the record. 

The granting of these rights to any victim shall ensure the victim has a meaningful role throughout 

the criminal and juvenile justice systems and may not be construed to deny or disparage other rights 

possessed by victims. The Legislature, or the people by initiative or referendum, have the authority 

to enact substantive and procedural laws to further define, implement, preserve, and protect the rights 

guaranteed to victims by this section. 

As used in this section, the term, victim, means a person against whom a crime or delinquent act 

is committed. In the case of a victim who is killed or incapacitated as a result of the crime or 

delinquent act, or who is a minor, the term also includes any spouse, parent, child, sibling, or as 

designated by the court, grandparent, grandchild, or guardian. The term does not include the accused 

or a person whom the court finds would not act in the best interests of a deceased, incompetent, minor 

or incapacitated victim. 

Nothing in this section or any law enacted under this section creates a cause of action for damages 

against the state or any political subdivision of the state, or any officer, employee, or agent of the 

state or of any political subdivision of the state. 

Article VII  

Elections and Right of Suffrage 

§1.  Right to vote. 

Elections shall be free and equal, and no power, civil or military, shall at any time interfere to 

prevent the free exercise of the right of suffrage. 
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§2.  Voter qualification.  

Every United States citizen eighteen years of age or older who has met all residency and 

registration requirements shall be entitled to vote in all elections and upon all questions submitted to 

the voters of the state unless disqualified by law for mental incompetence or the conviction of a 

felony. The Legislature may by law establish reasonable requirements to insure the integrity of the 

vote. 

Each elector who qualified to vote within a precinct shall be entitled to vote in that precinct until 

he establishes another voting residence. An elector shall never lose his residency for voting solely by 

reason of his absence from the state. 

§3.  Elections. 

The Legislature shall by law define residence for voting purposes, insure secrecy in voting and 

provide for the registration of voters, absentee voting, the administration of elections, the nomination 

of candidates and the voting rights of those serving in the armed forces. 

§4 to §10. Superseded. 

Article VIII  

Education and School Lands 

§1.  Uniform system of free public schools. 

The stability of a republican form of government depending on the morality and intelligence of 

the people, it shall be the duty of the Legislature to establish and maintain a general and uniform 

system of public schools wherein tuition shall be without charge, and equally open to all; and to adopt 

all suitable means to secure to the people the advantages and opportunities of education. 

§2.  Perpetual trust fund for maintenance of public schools -- Principal inviolate. 

All proceeds of the sale of public lands that have heretofore been or may hereafter be given by the 

United States for the use of public schools in the state; all such per centum as may be granted by the 

United States on the sales of public lands; the proceeds of all property that shall fall to the state by 

escheat; the proceeds of all gifts or donations to the state for public schools or not otherwise 

appropriated by the terms of the gift; and all property otherwise acquired for public schools, shall be 

and remain a perpetual fund for the maintenance of public schools in the state. It shall be deemed a 

trust fund held by the state. The principal shall never be diverted by legislative enactment for any 

other purpose, and may be increased; but, if any loss occurs through any unconstitutional act, the 

state shall make the loss good through a special appropriation. 

§3.  Fund income apportioned among schools -- Apportionment of fines. 

The interest and income of this fund together with all other sums which may be added thereto by 

law, shall be faithfully used and applied each year for the benefit of the public schools of the state, 

and shall be for this purpose apportioned among and between all the several public school 

corporations of the state in proportion to the number of children in each, of school age, as may be 

fixed by law; and no part of the fund, either principal or interest, shall ever be diverted, by legislative 

enactment, even temporarily, from this purpose or used for any other purpose whatever than the 

maintenance of public schools for the equal benefit of all the people of the state. However, before 

the interest and income is apportioned to the public schools, the principal shall be increased each year 

by an amount equal to the rate of inflation from the interest and income earned from this fund. The 

principal may be prudently invested as provided by law.  

The proceeds of all fines collected from violations of state laws shall be paid to the county treasurer 

of the county in which the fine was imposed, and distributed by the county treasurer among and 

between all of the several public schools incorporated in such county in proportion to the number of 

children in each, of school age, as may be fixed by law. 

§4.  Sale of school lands -- Appraisal. 

After one year from the assembling of the first Legislature, the lands granted to the state by the 

United States for the use of public schools may be sold upon the following conditions and no other: 

not more than one-third of all such lands shall be sold within the first five years, and no more than 
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two-thirds within the first fifteen years after the title thereto is vested in the state, and the Legislature 

shall, subject to the provisions of this article, provide for the sale of the same. 

The commissioner of school and public lands, the state auditor and the county superintendent of 

schools of the counties severally, shall constitute boards of appraisal and shall appraise all school 

lands within the several counties which they may from time to time select and designate for sale, at 

their actual value under the terms of sale. 

They shall take care to first select and designate for sale the most valuable lands; and they shall 

ascertain all such lands as may be of special and peculiar value, other than agricultural, and cause the 

proper subdivision of the same in order that the largest price may be obtained therefor. 

§5.  Terms of sale of school lands. 

No land shall be sold for less than the appraised value, and in no case for less than ten dollars per 

acre. The purchaser shall pay at least one-tenth of the purchase price in cash. The Legislature shall 

provide by general law for payment of the balance which shall be made in partial payments and must 

be fully paid up within thirty years. Interest shall be established by the Legislature. All lands may be 

sold for cash, provided further, that the purchaser or purchasers shall have the right or option of 

paying the balance in whole or in part on any interest paying date, under such rules as the Legislature 

may provide. No land shall be sold until appraised and advertised and offered for sale at public 

auction. No land can be sold except at public sale. 

Such lands as shall not have been specially subdivided shall be offered in tracts of not more than 

eighty acres and these subdivided into the smallest division of the lands designated for sale and not 

sold within two years after their appraisal shall be reappraised by the board of appraisers as 

hereinafter provided before they are sold. 

§6.  Conduct of sales of school lands -- Conveyance of right or title. 

All sales shall be conducted through the office of the commissioner of school and public lands as 

may be prescribed by law, and returns of all appraisals and sales shall be made to said office. No sale 

shall operate to convey any right or title to any lands for sixty days after the date thereof, nor until 

the same shall have received the approval of the Governor in such form as may be provided by law. 

No grant or patent for any such lands shall issue until final payment be made. 

§7.  Perpetual trust fund from proceeds of grants and gifts. 

All lands, money, or other property donated, granted, or received from the United States or any 

other source for a university, agricultural college, normal schools, or other educational or charitable 

institution or purpose, and the proceeds of all such lands and other property so received from any 

source, shall be and remain perpetual funds, the interest and income of which, together with the rents 

of all such lands as may remain unsold, shall be inviolably appropriated and applied to the specific 

objects of the original grants or gifts. The principal of every such fund may be increased, but shall 

never be diverted by legislative enactment for any other purpose, and the interest and income only 

shall be used. Every such fund shall be deemed a trust fund held by the state, and the state shall make 

good all losses that may occur through any unconstitutional act or where required under the Enabling 

Act. 

§8.  Appraisal and sale of donated lands -- Separate accounts. 

All lands mentioned in the preceding section shall be appraised and sold in the same manner and 

by the same officers and boards under the same limitations, and subject to all the conditions as to 

price, sale and approval, provided above for the appraisal and sale of lands for the benefit of public 

schools, but a distinct and separate account shall be kept by the proper officers of each of such funds. 

§9.  Lease of school lands. 

The lands mentioned in this article shall be leased for pasturage, meadow, farming, the growing of 

crops of grain and general agricultural purposes, and at public auction after notice as hereinbefore 

provided in case of sale and shall be offered in tracts not greater than one section. All rents shall be 

payable annually in advance, and no term of lease shall exceed five years, nor shall any lease be valid 

until it receives the approval of the Governor. 
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Provided, that any lessee of school and public lands shall, at the expiration of a five-year lease, be 

entitled, at his option, to a new lease for the land included in his original lease, for a period of time 

not exceeding five years, without public advertising, at the current rental prevailing in the county in 

which such land is situated, at the time of the issuance of the new lease. The commissioner of school 

and public lands shall notify by registered mail each lessee or assignee on or before the first day of 

November first preceding the expiration of his lease that such lease will expire.  

Such option shall be exercised by the lessee by notifying the commissioner of school and public 

lands by registered mail, on or before the first day of December first preceding the expiration of his 

lease describing the lands for which he desires a new lease, in the same manner as the same is 

described in his original lease. 

The Legislature may provide by appropriate legislation for the payment of local property taxes by 

the lessees of school and public lands.  

§10.  Trespassers' claims to public lands not recognized -- Improvements not compensated. 

No claim to any public lands by any trespasser thereon by reason of occupancy, cultivation or 

improvement thereof, shall ever be recognized; nor shall compensation ever be made on account of 

any improvements made by such trespasser. 

§11. Investment of permanent educational funds. 

Except as otherwise required by the Enabling Act, the moneys of the permanent school and other 

educational and charitable funds shall be invested by the state investment council in stocks, bonds, 

mutual funds, and other financial instruments as provided by law. 

§12.  Disapproval by Governor of sale, lease or investment. 

The Governor may disapprove any sale, lease or investment other than such as are intrusted to the 

counties. 

§13.  Audit of losses to permanent educational funds -- Permanent debt -- Interest. 

The permanent school or other educational and charitable funds of this state shall be audited by 

the proper authorities of the state. If any loss occurs through any unconstitutional act, the state shall 

make the loss good through a special appropriation. The amount of indebtedness so created shall not 

be counted as a part of the indebtedness mentioned in article XIII, 2. 

§14.  Protection and defense of school lands. 

The Legislature shall provide by law for the protection of the school lands from trespass or 

unlawful appropriation, and for their defense against all unauthorized claims or efforts to divert them 

from the school fund. 

§15.  Taxation to support school system -- Classification of property. 

The Legislature shall make such provision by general taxation and by authorizing the school 

corporations to levy such additional taxes as with the income from the permanent school fund shall 

secure a thorough and efficient system of common schools throughout the state. The Legislature is 

empowered to classify properties within school districts into separate classes for purposes of school 

taxation. Taxes shall be uniform on all property in the same class. 

§16. Public support of sectarian instruction prohibited. 

No appropriation of lands, money or other property or credits to aid any sectarian school shall ever 

be made by the state, or any county or municipality within the state, nor shall the state or any county 

or municipality within the state accept any grant, conveyance, gift or bequest of lands, money or 

other property to be used for sectarian purposes, and no sectarian instruction shall be allowed in any 

school or institution aided or supported by the state. 

§17. Interest in sale of school equipment prohibited. 

No teacher, state, county, township or district school officer shall be interested in the sale, proceeds 

or profits of any book, apparatus or furniture used or to be used in any school in this state, under such 

penalties as shall be provided by law. 
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§18. Apportionment of mineral leasing moneys -- Amounts covered into permanent funds. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of §§ 2, 3 and 7 of article VIII of this Constitution, moneys 

received from the leasing of all common school, indemnity, and endowment lands for oil and gas and 

other mineral leasing of said lands shall be apportioned among the public schools and the various 

state institutions in such manner that the public schools and each of such institutions shall receive an 

amount which bears the same ratio to the total amount apportioned as the number of acres (including 

any that may have been disposed of) granted for such public schools or for such institutions bears to 

the total number of acres (including any that may have been disposed of) granted in trust to the state 

by the Enabling Act approved February 22, 1889, as amended, and allocations authorized pursuant 

to the provisions of § 17 of such Enabling Act; and further that not less than fifty percent of each 

such amount so allocated shall be covered into the permanent fund of the public schools and each of 

such institutions. 

§19. Mineral rights reserved to state -- Leases permitted. 

All gas, coal, oil and mineral rights, and any other rights, as specified by law, to or in public lands, 

are reserved for the state. Leases may be executed by the state for the exploration, extraction and sale 

of such materials in the manner and with such conditions as are provided by law. 

§20. Loan of nonsectarian textbooks to all school children. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 3, Article VI and section 16, Article VIII, the Legislature 

may authorize the loaning of nonsectarian textbooks to all children of school age. 

Article IX  

Local Government 

§1. Organization of local government. 

The Legislature shall have plenary powers to organize and classify units of local government, 

except that any proposed change in county boundaries shall be submitted to the voters of each 

affected county at an election and be approved by a majority of those voting thereon in each county. 

No township heretofore organized may be abolished unless the question is submitted to the voters of 

the township and approved by a majority of those voting thereon in each township. 

§2. Home rule. 

Any county or city or combinations thereof may provide for the adoption or amendment of a 

charter. Such charter shall be adopted or amended if approved at an election by a majority of the 

votes cast thereon. Not less than ten percent of those voting in the last preceding gubernatorial 

election in the affected jurisdiction may by petition initiate the question of whether to adopt or amend 

a charter. 

A chartered governmental unit may exercise any legislative power or perform any function not 

denied by its charter, the Constitution or the general laws of the state. The charter may provide for 

any form of executive, legislative and administrative structure which shall be of superior authority to 

statute, provided that the legislative body so established be chosen by popular election and that the 

administrative proceedings be subject to judicial review. 

Powers and functions of home rule units shall be construed liberally. 

§3. Intergovernmental cooperation. 

Every local government may exercise, perform or transfer any of its powers or functions, including 

financing the same, jointly or in cooperation with any other governmental entities, either within or 

without the state, except as the Legislature shall provide otherwise by law. 

§4. Local initiatives to provide for cooperation and organization of local government units. 

On or after January 1, 2001, the voters of any unit of local government shall have the right to 

initiate proposals for cooperation within or between local governmental units, either within or 

without the state, except as the Legislature shall provide otherwise by law. Such proposals may 

include combining, eliminating, and joint financing of offices, functions, and governmental units. 

Such proposals shall be adopted if approved at an election by a majority of the votes cast thereon in 

each affected unit. A number not less than fifteen percent of those voting in the last preceding 
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gubernatorial election in each affected jurisdiction may by petition initiate the question of whether 

to adopt the proposal at the next general election. 

§5 to §7. Superseded. 

Article X  

Municipal Corporations [Repealed] 

[Repealed by SL 1972, ch 3, approved Nov. 7, 1972.] 

 Article XI  

Revenue and Finance 

§1. Annual Tax. 

The Legislature shall provide for an annual tax, sufficient to defray the estimated ordinary 

expenses of the state for each year, not to exceed in any one year two mills on each dollar of the 

assessed valuation of all taxable property in the state, to be ascertained by the last assessment made 

for state and county purposes. 

And whenever it shall appear that such ordinary expenses shall exceed the income of the state for 

such year, the Legislature shall provide for levying a tax for the ensuing year, sufficient, with other 

sources of income, to pay the deficiency of the preceding year, together with the estimated expenses 

of such ensuing year. And for the purpose of paying the public debt, the Legislature shall provide for 

levying a tax annually, sufficient to pay the annual interest and the principal of such debt within ten 

years from the final passage of the law creating the debt; provided, that the annual tax for the payment 

of the interest and principal of the public debt shall not exceed in any one year two mills on each 

dollar of the assessed valuation of all taxable property in the state, as ascertained by the last 

assessment made for the state and county purposes. 

Provided, that for the purpose of establishing, installing, maintaining and operating a hard fiber 

twine and cordage plant at the state penitentiary at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, the Legislature shall 

provide for a tax for the year 1907 of not to exceed one and one-half mills on each dollar of the 

assessed valuation of all taxable property in the state, as ascertained by the last assessment made for 

state and county purposes. 

§2. Classification of property for taxation -- Income. 

To the end that the burden of taxation may be equitable upon all property, and in order that no 

property which is made subject to taxation shall escape, the Legislature is empowered to divide all 

property including moneys and credits as well as physical property into classes and to determine what 

class or classes of property shall be subject to taxation and what property, if any, shall not be subject 

to taxation. Taxes shall be uniform on all property of the same class, and shall be levied and collected 

for public purposes only. Taxes may be imposed upon any and all property including privileges, 

franchises and licenses to do business in the state. Gross earnings and net incomes may be considered 

in taxing any and all property, and the valuation of property for taxation purposes shall never exceed 

the actual value thereof. The Legislature is empowered to impose taxes upon incomes and 

occupations, and taxes upon incomes may be graduated and progressive and reasonable exemptions 

may be provided. 

§3. Corporate tax power of state not suspended. 

The power to tax corporations and corporate property shall not be surrendered or suspended by 

any contract or grant to which the state shall be a party. 

§4. Banks and bankers taxed. 

The Legislature shall provide for taxing all moneys, credits, investments in bonds, stocks, joint 

stock companies, or otherwise; and also for taxing the notes and bills discounted or purchased, 

moneys loaned and all other property, effects or dues of every description, of all banks and of all 

bankers, so that all property employed in banking shall always be subject to a taxation equal to that 

imposed on the property of individuals. 
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§5. Public property exempt from taxation -- Exceptions. 

The property of the United States and of the state, county and municipal corporations, both real 

and personal, shall be exempt from taxation, provided, however, that all state owned lands acquired 

under the provisions of the rural credit act may be taxed by the local taxing districts for county, 

township and school purposes, and all state owned lands, known as public shooting areas, acquired 

under the provisions of § 25.0106 SDC 1939 and acts amendatory thereto, may be taxed by the local 

taxing districts for county, township and school purposes in such manner as the Legislature may 

provide. 

§6. Property exempt from taxation -- Personal property. 

The Legislature shall, by general law, exempt from taxation, property used exclusively for 

agricultural and horticultural societies, for school, religious, cemetery and charitable purposes, 

property acquired and used exclusively for public highway purposes, and personal property to any 

amount not exceeding in value two hundred dollars for each individual liable to taxation. 

§7. Other exemption laws void. 

All laws exempting property from taxation other than that enumerated in §§ 5 and 6 of this article, 

shall be void. 

§8. Object of tax to be stated -- Use of vehicle and fuel taxes. 

No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of a law, which shall distinctly state the object of the 

same, to which the tax only shall be applied, and the proceeds from the imposition of any license, 

registration fee, or other charge with respect to the operation of any motor vehicle upon any public 

highways in this state and the proceeds from the imposition of any excise tax on gasoline or other 

liquid motor fuel except costs of administration and except the tax imposed upon gasoline or other 

liquid motor fuel not used to propel a motor vehicle over or upon public highways of this state shall 

be used exclusively for the maintenance, construction and supervision of highways and bridges of 

this state. 

§9. Taxes paid into treasury -- Appropriations required for expenditure.  

All taxes levied and collected for state purposes shall be paid into the state treasury. No 

indebtedness shall be incurred or money expended by the state, and no warrant shall be drawn upon 

the state treasurer except in pursuance of an appropriation for the specific purpose first made. The 

Legislature shall provide by suitable enactment for carrying this section into effect. 

§10. Special assessments for local improvements -- Taxes for municipal purposes. 

The Legislature may vest the corporate authority of cities, towns and villages, with power to make 

local improvements by special taxation of contiguous property or otherwise. For all corporate 

purposes, all municipal corporations may be vested with authority to assess and collect taxes; but 

such tax shall be uniform in respect to persons and property within the jurisdiction of the body levying 

the same. 

§11. Unauthorized use of public money as felony. 

The making of profit, directly or indirectly, out of state, county, city, town or school district money, 

or using the same for any purpose not authorized by law, shall be deemed a felony and shall be 

punished as provided by law. 

§12. Annual statement of receipts and expenditures. 

An accurate statement of the receipts and expenditures of the public moneys shall be published 

annually, in such manner as the Legislature may provide.  

§13. Vote required to increase tax rates or valuations. 

The rate of taxation imposed by the state of South Dakota on personal or corporate income or on 

sales or services, or the allowable levies or the percentage basis for determining valuation as fixed 

by law for purposes of taxation on real or personal property, shall not be increased unless by consent 

of the people by exercise of their right of initiative or by two-thirds vote of all the members elect of 

each branch of the Legislature. 
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§14. Vote required to impose or increase taxes. 

The rate of taxation imposed by the State of South Dakota in regard to any tax may not be increased 

and no new tax may be imposed by the State of South Dakota unless by consent of the people by 

exercise of their right of initiative or by two-thirds vote of all the members elect of each branch of 

the Legislature. 

§15. Inheritance tax prohibited. 

No tax may be levied on any inheritance, and the Legislature may not enact any law imposing such 

a tax. The effective date of this section is July 1, 2001. 

Article XII  

Public Accounts and Expenditures 

§1. Appropriation and warrant required for payment from treasury.  

No money shall be paid out of the treasury except upon appropriation by law and on warrant drawn 

by the proper officer. 

§2. Contents of general appropriation bill -- Separate appropriation bills.  

The general appropriation bill shall embrace nothing but appropriations for ordinary expenses of 

the executive, legislative and judicial departments of the state, the current expenses of state 

institutions, interest on the public debt, and for common schools. All other appropriations shall be 

made by separate bills, each embracing but one object, and shall require a two-thirds vote of all the 

members of each branch of the Legislature. 

§3. Extra compensation prohibited -- Unauthorized contracts -- Change in compensation of 

officers -- Appropriations for defense of state. 

The Legislature shall never grant any extra compensation to any public officer, employee, agent 

or contractor after the services shall have been rendered or the contract entered into, nor authorize 

the payment of any claims or part thereof created against the state, under any agreement or contract 

made without express authority of law, and all such unauthorized agreements or contracts shall be 

null and void; nor shall the compensation of any public officer be increased or diminished during his 

term of office: provided, however, that the Legislature may make appropriations for expenditures 

incurred in suppressing insurrection or repelling invasion. 

§4. Annual statement required. 

An itemized statement of all receipts and expenditures of the public moneys shall be published 

annually in such manner as the Legislature shall provide, and such statement shall be submitted to 

the Legislature at the beginning of each regular session by the Governor with his message. 

§5. Health care trust fund established ï Investment -- Appropriations.  

There is hereby created in the state treasury a trust fund named the health care trust fund. The state 

treasurer shall deposit into the health care trust fund any funds on deposit in the intergovernmental 

transfer fund as of July 1, 2001, and thereafter any funds appropriated to the health care trust fund as 

provided by law. The South Dakota Investment Council or its successor shall invest the health care 

trust fund in stocks, bonds, mutual funds, and other financial instruments as provided by law. 

Beginning in fiscal year 2003, and each year thereafter, the state treasurer shall make a distribution 

from the health care trust fund into the state general fund to be appropriated by law for health care 

related programs. The calculation of the distribution shall be defined by law and may promote growth 

of the fund and a steadily growing distribution amount. The health care trust fund may not be diverted 

for other purposes nor may the principal be invaded unless appropriated by a three-fourths vote of all 

the members-elect of each house of the Legislature. 

§6. Education enhancement trust fund established ï Investment -- Appropriations.  

There is hereby created in the state treasury a trust fund named the education enhancement trust 

fund. The state treasurer shall deposit into the education enhancement trust fund any funds received 

as of July 1, 2001, and funds received thereafter by the state pursuant to the Master Settlement 

Agreement entered into on November 23, 1998, by the State of South Dakota and major United States 

tobacco product manufacturers or the net proceeds of any sale or securitization of rights to receive 
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payments pursuant to the Master Settlement Agreement, any funds in the youth-at-risk trust fund as 

of July 1, 2001, and thereafter any funds appropriated to the education enhancement trust fund as 

provided by law. The South Dakota Investment Council or its successor shall invest the education 

enhancement trust fund in stocks, bonds, mutual funds, and other financial instruments as provided 

by law. Beginning in fiscal year 2003, and each year thereafter, the state treasurer shall make a 

distribution from the education enhancement trust fund into the state general fund to be appropriated 

by law for education enhancement programs. The calculation of the distribution shall be defined by 

law and may promote growth of the fund and a steadily growing distribution amount. The education 

enhancement trust fund may not be diverted for other purposes nor may the principal be invaded 

unless appropriated by a three-fourths vote of all the members-elect of each house of the Legislature. 

§7. Balanced budget. 

The Governor shall propose a budget in which expenditures or appropriations may not exceed 

anticipated revenue and existing funds available for expenditure or appropriation. Appropriations by 

the Legislature may not exceed anticipated revenue and existing funds available for expenditure or 

appropriation. Nothing in this section is intended to limit, restrict, expand, modify, or otherwise affect 

any other provision of this Constitution, including Article XIII. 

Article XIII  

Public Indebtedness 

§1. State enterprises -- Legislative vote required -- Defense of state -- Rural credits -- 

Maximum indebtedness. 

For the purpose of developing the resources and improving the economic facilities of South 

Dakota, the state may engage in works of internal improvement, may own and conduct proper 

business enterprises, may loan or give its credit to, or in aid of, any association, or corporation, 

organized for such purposes. But any such association or corporation shall be subject to regulation 

and control by the state as may be provided by law. No money of the state shall be appropriated, or 

indebtedness incurred for any of the purposes of this section, except by the vote of two-thirds of the 

members of each branch of the Legislature. The state may also assume or pay any debt or liability 

incurred in time of war for the defense of the state. The state may establish and maintain a system of 

rural credits and thereby loan and extend credit to the people of the state upon real estate security in 

such manner and upon such terms and conditions as may be prescribed by general law. The limit of 

indebtedness contained in § 2 of this article shall not apply to the provisions of this section, but the 

indebtedness of the state for the purposes contained in this section shall never exceed one-half of one 

percent of the assessed valuation of the property of the state, provided however, that nothing 

contained in this section shall affect the refinancing or refunding of the present outstanding 

indebtedness of this state. 

§2. Maximum state debt -- Irrepealable tax to repay. 

For the purpose of defraying extraordinary expenses and making public improvements, or to meet 

casual deficits or failure in revenue, the state may contract debts never to exceed with previous debts 

in the aggregate one hundred thousand dollars, and no greater indebtedness shall be incurred except 

for the purpose of repelling invasion, suppressing insurrection, or defending the state or the United 

States in war and provision shall be made by law for the payment of the interest annually, and the 

principal when due, by tax levied for the purpose or from other sources of revenue; which law 

providing for the payment of such interest and principal by such tax or otherwise shall be irrepealable 

until such debt is paid: provided, however, the state of South Dakota shall have the power to refund 

the territorial debt assumed by the state of South Dakota, by bonds of the state of South Dakota. 

§3. State debt as in addition to territorial debt. 

That the indebtedness of the state of South Dakota limited by § 2 of this article shall be in addition 

to the debt of the territory of Dakota assumed by and agreed to be paid by South Dakota. 

§4. Debt limitations for municipalities and political subdivisions. 

The debt of any county, city, town or civil township shall never exceed five per centum upon the 

assessed valuation of the taxable property therein, for the year preceding that in which said 
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indebtedness is incurred. The debt of any school district shall never exceed ten per centum upon the 

assessed valuation of the taxable property therein, for the year preceding that in which said 

indebtedness is incurred. In estimating the amount of the indebtedness which a municipality or 

subdivision may incur, the amount of indebtedness contracted prior to the adoption of the 

Constitution shall be included. 

Provided, that any county, municipal corporation, civil township, district, or other subdivision may 

incur an additional indebtedness, not exceeding ten per centum upon the assessed valuation of the 

taxable property therein, for the year preceding that in which said indebtedness is incurred, for the 

purpose of providing water and sewerage, for irrigation, domestic uses, sewerage and other purposes; 

and 

Provided, further, that in a city where the population is eight thousand or more, such city may incur 

an indebtedness not exceeding eight per centum upon the assessed valuation of the taxable property 

therein for the year next preceding that in which said indebtedness is incurred for the purpose of 

constructing street railways, electric lights or other lighting plants. 

Provided, further, that no county, municipal corporation, civil township, district or subdivision 

shall be included within such district or subdivision without a majority vote in favor thereof of the 

electors of the county, municipal corporation, civil township, district or other subdivision, as the case 

may be, which is proposed to be included therein, and no such debt shall ever be incurred for any of 

the purposes in this section provided, unless authorized by a vote in favor thereof by a majority of 

the electors of such county, municipal corporation, civil township, district or subdivision incurring 

the same. 

§5. Irrepealable tax to repay debt of municipality or political subdivision. 

Any city, county, town, school district or any other subdivision incurring indebtedness shall, at or 

before the time of so doing, provide for the collection of an annual tax sufficient to pay the interest 

and also the principal thereof when due, and all laws or ordinances providing for the payment of the 

interest or principal of any debt shall be irrepealable until such debt be paid. 

§6. Adjustment of debts and liabilities of territory of Dakota. 

In order that payment of the debts and liabilities contracted or incurred by and in behalf of the 

territory of Dakota may be justly and equitably provided for and made, and in pursuance of the 

requirements of an act of Congress approved February 22, 1889, entitled "An act to provide for the 

division of Dakota into two states and to enable the people of North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana 

and Washington to form Constitutions and state governments and to be admitted into the union on 

an equal footing with the original states, and to make donations of public lands to such states" the 

states of North Dakota and South Dakota, by proceedings of a joint commission, duly appointed 

under said act, the sessions whereof were held at Bismarck in said state of North Dakota, from July 

16, 1889, to July 31, 1889, inclusive, have agreed to the following adjustment of the amounts of the 

debts and liabilities of the territory of Dakota which shall be assumed and paid by each of the states 

of North Dakota and South Dakota, respectively, to wit: 

1. This agreement shall take effect and be in force from and after the admission into the union, as 

one of the United States of America, of either the state of North Dakota or the state of South 

Dakota. 

2. The words "state of North Dakota" wherever used in this agreement, shall be taken to mean 

the territory of North Dakota, in case the state of South Dakota shall be admitted into the union 

prior to the admission into the union of the state of North Dakota; and the words "state of South 

Dakota," wherever used in this agreement, shall be taken to mean the territory of South Dakota 

in case the state of North Dakota shall be admitted into the union prior to the admission into 

the union of the state of South Dakota. 

3. The said state of North Dakota shall assume and pay all bonds issued by the territory of Dakota 

to provide funds for the purchase, construction, repairs or maintenance of such public 

institutions, grounds or buildings as are located within the boundaries of North Dakota, and 

shall pay all warrants issued under and by virtue of that certain act of the legislative assembly 
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of the territory of Dakota, approved March 3, 1889, entitled an act to provide for the refunding 

of outstanding warrants drawn on the capitol building fund. 

4. The said state of South Dakota shall assume and pay all bonds issued by the territory of Dakota 

to provide funds for the purchase, construction, repairs or maintenance of such public 

institutions, grounds or buildings as are located within the boundaries of South Dakota. 

5. That is to say: The state of North Dakota shall assume and pay the following bonds and 

indebtedness, to wit: Bonds issued on account of the hospital for insane at Jamestown, North 

Dakota, the face aggregate of which is two hundred and sixty-six thousand dollars; also, bonds 

issued on account of the North Dakota University at Grand Forks, North Dakota, the face 

aggregate of which is ninety-six thousand seven hundred dollars; also, bonds issued on account 

of the penitentiary at Bismarck, North Dakota, the face aggregate of which is ninety-three 

thousand six hundred dollars; also, refunding capitol building warrants dated April 1, 1889, 

eighty-three thousand five hundred and seven dollars and forty-six cents. 

And the state of South Dakota shall assume and pay the following bonds and indebtedness, to 

wit: Bonds issued on account of the hospital for the insane at Yankton, South Dakota, the face 

aggregate of which is two hundred and ten thousand dollars; also, bonds issued on account of 

the school for deaf mutes, at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, the face aggregate of which is fifty-

one thousand dollars; also, bonds issued on account of the university at Vermillion, South 

Dakota, the face aggregate of which is seventy-five thousand dollars; also, bonds issued on 

account of the penitentiary at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, the face aggregate of which is ninety-

four thousand three hundred dollars; also, bonds issued on account of agricultural college at 

Brookings, South Dakota, the face aggregate of which is ninety-seven thousand five hundred 

dollars; also, bonds issued on account of the normal school at Madison, South Dakota, the face 

aggregate of which is forty-nine thousand four hundred dollars; also, bonds issued on account 

of school of mines at Rapid City, South Dakota, the face aggregate of which is thirty-three 

thousand dollars; also, bonds issued on account of the reform school at Plankinton, South 

Dakota, the face aggregate of which is thirty thousand dollars; also, bonds issued on account 

of the normal school at Spearfish, South Dakota, the face aggregate of which is twenty-five 

thousand dollars; also, bonds issued on account of the soldiers' home at Hot Springs, South 

Dakota, the face aggregate of which is forty-five thousand dollars. 

6. The states of North Dakota and South Dakota shall pay one-half each of all liabilities now 

existing or hereafter and prior to the taking effect of this agreement incurred, except those 

heretofore and hereafter incurred on account of public institutions, grounds or buildings, except 

as otherwise herein specifically provided. 

7. The state of South Dakota shall pay to the state of North Dakota forty-six thousand five 

hundred dollars on account of the excess of territorial appropriations for the permanent 

improvement of territorial institutions which under this agreement will go to South Dakota, 

and in full of the undivided one-half interest of North Dakota in the territorial library and in 

full settlement of unbalanced accounts, and of all claims against the territory, of whatever 

nature, legal or equitable, arising out of the alleged erroneous or unlawful taxation of the 

Northern Pacific Railroad lands, and the payment of said amount shall discharge and exempt 

the state of South Dakota from all liability for or on account of the several matters hereinbefore 

referred to; nor shall either state be called upon to pay or answer to any portion of liability 

hereafter arising or accruing on account of transactions heretofore had, which liability would 

be a liability of the territory of Dakota had such territory remained in existence, and which 

liability shall grow out of matters connected with any public institution, grounds or buildings 

of the territory situated or located within the boundaries of the other state. 

8. A final adjustment of accounts shall be made upon the following basis: North Dakota shall be 

charged with all sums paid on account of the public institutions, grounds or buildings located 

within its boundaries on account of the current appropriations since March 8, 1889; and South 

Dakota shall be charged with all sums paid on account of public institutions, grounds or 

buildings located within its boundaries on the same account and during the same time. Each 
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state shall be charged with one-half of all other expenses of the territorial government during 

the same time. All moneys paid into the treasury during the period from March 8, 1889, to the 

time of taking effect of this agreement by any county, municipality or person within the limits 

of the proposed state of North Dakota shall be credited to the state of North Dakota; and all 

sums paid into said treasury within the same time by any county, municipality or person within 

the limits of the proposed state of South Dakota shall be credited to the state of South Dakota; 

except that any and all taxes on gross earnings paid into said treasury by railroad corporations 

since the eighth day of March 1889, based upon earnings of years prior to 1888, under and by 

virtue of the act of the legislative assembly of the territory of Dakota, approved March 7, 1889, 

and entitled "An act providing for the levy and collection of taxes upon property of railroad 

companies in this territory," being chapter 107 of the Session Laws of 1889 (that is, the part of 

such sum going to the territory) shall be equally divided between the states of North Dakota 

and South Dakota; and all taxes heretofore or hereafter paid into said treasury under and by 

virtue of the act last mentioned, based on the gross earnings of the year 1888, shall be 

distributed as already provided by law, except that so much thereof as goes to the territorial 

treasury shall be divided as follows: North Dakota shall have so (much) thereof as shall be or 

has been paid by railroads within the limits of the proposed state of North Dakota and South 

Dakota so much thereof as shall be or has been paid by railroads within the limits of the 

proposed state of South Dakota. Each state shall be credited also with all balances of 

appropriations made by the seventeenth legislative assembly of the territory of Dakota for the 

account of public institutions, grounds or buildings situated within its limits, remaining 

unexpended on March 8, 1889. If there be any indebtedness except the indebtedness 

represented by the bonds and refunding warrants hereinbefore mentioned, each state shall at 

the time of such final adjustment of accounts, assume its share of said indebtedness as 

determined by the amount paid on account of the public institutions, grounds or buildings of 

such state in excess of the receipts from counties, municipalities, railroad corporations or 

persons within the limits of said state as provided in this article; and if there should be a surplus 

at the time of such final adjustment, each state shall be entitled to the amounts received from 

counties, municipalities, railroad corporations or persons within its limits over and above the 

amount charged to it. 

§7. Obligation of state to pay proportion of territorial debt. 

And the state of South Dakota hereby obligates itself to pay such part of the debts and liabilities 

of the territory of Dakota as is declared by the foregoing agreement to be its proportion thereof, the 

same as if such proportion had been originally created by said state of South Dakota as its own debt 

or liability. 

§8. Refunding bond issue authorized for territorial debt payment. 

The territorial treasurer is hereby authorized and empowered to issue refunding bonds to the 

amount of one hundred seven thousand five hundred dollars, bearing interest not to exceed the rate 

of four percent per annum, for the purpose of refunding the following described indebtedness of the 

territory of Dakota, to wit: 

Seventy-seven thousand five hundred dollars, five percent bonds, dated May 1, 1883, issued for 

the construction of the west wing of the insane hospital at Yankton and thirty thousand dollars, six 

percent bonds dated May 1, 1883, issued for permanent improvements [of the] Dakota penitentiary, 

at Sioux Falls, such refunding bonds, if issued, to run for not more than twenty years, and shall be 

executed by the Governor and treasurer of the territory, and shall be attested by the secretary under 

the great seal of the territory. 

In case such bonds are issued by the territorial treasurer as hereinbefore set forth, before the first 

day of October, 1889, then upon the admission of South Dakota as a state it shall assume and pay 

said bonds in lieu of the aforesaid territorial indebtedness. 

§9. Road construction and coal supply by state. 

The construction and maintenance of good roads and the supplying of coal to the people of the 

state from the lands belonging to the state are works of necessity and importance in which the state 
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may engage but no expenditure of money for the same shall be made except by the vote of a two-

thirds majority of the Legislature. 

§10. State cement enterprises. 

The manufacture, distribution and sale of cement and cement products are hereby declared to be 

works of public necessity and importance in which the state may engage, and suitable laws may be 

enacted by the Legislature to empower the state to acquire, by purchase or appropriation, all lands, 

easements, rights of way, tracks, structures, equipment, cars, motive power, implements, facilities, 

instrumentalities and material, incident or necessary to carry the provisions of this section into effect: 

provided, however, that no expenditure of money for the purposes enumerated in this section shall 

be made, except upon a vote of two-thirds of the members elect of each branch of the Legislature. 

§11. State pledge to fund cement enterprises. 

The state may pledge such cement plants and all of the accessories thereto, and may pledge the 

credit of the state, to provide funds for the purposes enumerated in § 10 of this article, any provision 

in this Constitution to the contrary notwithstanding. 

§12. State electric power enterprises. 

The manufacture, distribution and sale of electric current for heating, lighting and power purposes 

are hereby declared to be works of public necessity and importance in which the state may engage, 

and suitable laws may be enacted by the Legislature to empower the state to acquire, by purchase or 

appropriation all lands, easements, rights of way, tracks, structures, equipment, cars, motive power, 

implements, facilities, instrumentalities and material incident or necessary to the acquisition, 

ownership, control, development and operation of the water powers of this state, and to carry this 

provision into effect: provided, however, that no expenditure of money for the purposes enumerated 

in this section shall be made except by a vote of two-thirds of the members elect of each branch of 

the Legislature. 

§13. State pledge to fund electric power enterprises. 

The state may pledge such plants and all of the accessories thereto, and may pledge the credit of 

the state, to provide funds for the purposes enumerated in § 12 of this article, any provision in this 

Constitution to the contrary notwithstanding. 

§14. State coal mining enterprises. 

The mining, distribution and sale of coal are hereby declared to be works of public necessity and 

importance in which the state may engage, and the Legislature may enact suitable laws to carry this 

provision into effect and to empower the state to acquire, by purchase or appropriation, all lands, 

structures, easements, tracks, rights of way, equipment, cars, motive power, and all other facilities, 

implements, instrumentalities, and materials necessary or incidental to the acquisition, mining, 

manufacturing and distribution of coal for fuel purposes: provided, however, that no expenditure of 

money for the purposes enumerated in this section shall be made except upon a vote of two-thirds of 

the members elect of each branch of the Legislature. 

§15. State pledge to fund coal enterprises. 

The state may pledge such plants and all of the accessories thereto, as well as the credit of this 

state, to provide funds for the purposes enumerated in § 14 of this article, any provision in this 

Constitution to the contrary notwithstanding. 

§16. Works of internal improvement -- State indebtedness. 

The state may engage in works of internal improvement, any provision in this Constitution, or 

limitation in § 2 of this article, to the contrary notwithstanding. The indebtedness of the state for the 

purposes contained in this section shall never exceed one-half of one percent of the assessed valuation 

of all property in this state and no such indebtedness shall be incurred nor money expended, except 

upon a two-thirds vote of the members elect in each branch of the Legislature. 

§17. Home loans by state -- Debt limitation inapplicable. 

The state may establish and maintain a system of credits for assisting in the building of homes by 

the people of the state, and therefor may loan money and extend credit to the people of the state upon 

real estate security in such manner and upon such terms and conditions as may be prescribed by 
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general law. The limitations and provisions regarding the incurring of indebtedness elsewhere found 

in the Constitution shall not apply to this section, but the Legislature shall, at the time of incurring 

any indebtedness hereunder, provide for discharging same. 

§18. Compensation of military and war relief personnel --  Maximum indebtedness. 

The Legislature shall be authorized to provide by law for compensating honorably discharged 

soldiers, sailors, marines, and others, who have served with the armed forces of the United States, or 

who have engaged in war relief work in the World's War, or other wars of the United States, including 

former American citizens, who served in allied armies against the central powers in the World's War 

and who have been honorably discharged and repatriated; such compensation not to exceed the sum 

of fifteen dollars per month for the period of such service. For this purpose the Legislature may use 

the credit of the state, and any indebtedness created for this purpose shall not be a part of the 

indebtedness authorized or limited by other provisions of the Constitution; provided, that the amount 

of all indebtedness created by the state for the purposes specified in this section shall not exceed six 

million dollars. 

§19. Bonus paid to veterans and deceased veterans' dependents. 

1. The Legislature shall be authorized to provide by law for compensating and paying a bonus in 

money to veterans and to dependents of deceased veterans, who were legal residents of the 

state of South Dakota for a period of not less than six months immediately preceding entry into 

the armed forces of the United States and who have served for ninety or more days in the armed 

forces of the United States between the period beginning December 7, 1941 and ending 

September 2, 1945 and who are still in the armed forces or were discharged therefrom under 

conditions other than dishonorable. Such bonus to be paid in cash, at the rate of fifty cents per 

day for each day of service in the armed forces within continental United States and at the rate 

of seventy-five cents per day for each day of service in the armed forces outside of continental 

United States, provided that any such person who served wholly within continental United 

States shall be entitled to receive not to exceed a bonus or total sum of five hundred dollars, 

and any such person who has served wholly outside of continental United States, or partly 

within and partly without, shall be entitled to receive not to exceed a bonus payment in the 

total sum of six hundred fifty dollars; such bonus to be paid on or before the thirty-first day of 

December 1950. For this purpose the Legislature may use credit of the state and any 

indebtedness created for this purpose shall not be a part of the indebtedness authorized or 

limited by other provisions of the Constitution; provided that the amount of indebtedness 

created by the state for the purpose specified in this section shall not exceed thirty million 

dollars. If upon computation the amount of thirty million dollars shall be inadequate to make 

the specified payments as stated in this section, the Legislature shall have the power to 

apportion the amount. 

2. The term "armed forces" shall mean and include the following: United States Army, Army of 

the United States, United States Navy, United States Naval Reserves, United States Marine 

Corps, United States Marine Corps Reserve, United States Coast Guard, United States Coast 

Guard Reserve which shall be construed to include the United States Guard Temporary 

Reserve, Women's Army Corps, United States Navy Women's Reserve, United States Marine 

Corps Women's Reserve, United States Coast Guard Women's Reserve, Army Nurse Corps 

and Navy Nurse Corps. 

§20. Trust fund created from proceeds from sale of state cement enterprises -- Investment. 

The net proceeds derived from the sale of state cement enterprises shall be deposited by the South 

Dakota Cement Commission in a trust fund hereby created to benefit the citizens of South Dakota. 

The South Dakota Investment Council or its successor shall invest the trust fund in stocks, bonds, 

mutual funds, and other financial instruments as provided by law. 

§21. Transfers from trust fund to general fund in support of education. 

The Legislature shall transfer from the trust fund to the state general fund four percent of the lesser 

of the average market value of the trust fund determined by adding the market value of the trust fund 

at the end of the sixteen most recent calendar quarters as of December thirty-first of that year and 
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dividing that sum by sixteen, or the market value of the trust fund at the end of that calendar year for 

the support of education in South Dakota. The transfer shall be made prior to June thirtieth of the 

subsequent calendar year. 

Article XIV  

State Institutions 

§1. Charitable and penal institutions. 

The charitable and penal institutions of the state of South Dakota shall consist of a penitentiary, a 

hospital for the mentally ill, a school for the developmentally disabled, and a reform school for 

juveniles. 

§2. Government of charitable and penal institutions. 

The state institutions provided for in the preceding section shall be governed under such rules and 

restrictions as the Legislature shall provide. 

 

 

§3. Governance of state educational institutions.  

The state university, the agriculture college, the school of mines and technology, the normal 

schools, a school for the deaf, a school for the blind, and all other educational institutions that may 

be sustained either wholly or in part by the state and that offer academic or professional degrees of 

associate of arts, associate of sciences, baccalaureate or greater, shall be under the control of a board 

of five members appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the senate under such rules and 

restrictions as the Legislature shall provide. The Legislature may increase the number of members to 

nine. Postsecondary technical education institutes that offer career and technical associate of applied 

science degrees and certificates or their successor equivalents and that are funded wholly or in part 

by the state shall be separately governed as determined by the Legislature. 

§4. Repealed by SL 1895, ch 36 

§5. Mining and metallurgy to be taught. 

The Legislature shall provide that the science of mining and metallurgy be taught in at least one 

institution of learning under the patronage of the state. 

Article XV  

Militia  

§1. Composition of militia. 

The militia of the state of South Dakota shall consist of all able-bodied male persons residing in 

the state, between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, except such persons as now are, or 

hereafter may be, exempted by the laws of the United States or of this state. 

§2. Legislative provisions for militia. 

The Legislature shall provide by law for the enrollment, uniforming, equipment and discipline of 

the militia and the establishment of volunteer and such other organizations or both, as may be deemed 

necessary for the protection of the state, the preservation of order and the efficiency and good of the 

service. 

§3. Conformity to federal regulations. 

The Legislature in providing for the organization of the militia shall conform, as nearly as 

practicable, to the regulations for the government of the armies of the United States. 

§4. Commissions of officers of militia. 

All militia officers shall be commissioned by the Governor and may hold their commissions for 

such period of time as the Legislature may provide, subject to removal by the Governor for cause, to 

be first ascertained by a court-martial pursuant to law. 

§5. Militia privileged from arrest.  

The militia shall in cases except treason, felony or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest 

during their attendance at muster and elections and in going to and returning from the same. 
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§6. Safekeeping of military records and relics. 

All military records, banners and relics of the state, except when in lawful use, shall be preserved 

in the office of the adjutant general as an enduring memorial of the patriotism and valor of South 

Dakota; and it shall be the duty of the Legislature to provide by law for the safekeeping of the same. 

§7. Conscientious objectors. 

No person having conscientious scruples against bearing arms shall be compelled to do military 

duty in time of peace. 

Article XVI  

Impeachment and Removal from Office 

§1. Power of impeachment in house -- Majority required.  

The house of representatives shall have the sole power of impeachment. The concurrence of a 

majority of all members elected shall be necessary to an impeachment. 

§2. Trial of impeachments -- Presiding officer.  

All impeachments shall be tried by the senate. When sitting for that purpose the senators shall be 

upon oath or affirmation to do justice according to law and evidence. No person shall be convicted 

without the concurrence of two-thirds of the members elected. When the Governor or lieutenant 

governor is on trial the presiding judge of the Supreme Court shall preside. 

§3. Officers subject to impeachment ï Grounds -- Removal from office -- Criminal 

prosecution. 

The Governor and other state and judicial officers, except county judges, justices of the peace and 

police magistrates, shall be liable to impeachment for drunkenness, crimes, corrupt conduct, or 

malfeasance or misdemeanor in office, but judgment in such cases shall not extend further than to 

removal from office and disqualification to hold any office of trust or profit under the state. The 

person accused whether convicted or acquitted shall nevertheless be liable to indictment, trial, 

judgment and punishment according to law. 

§4. Removals of officers not subject to impeachment. 

All officers not liable to impeachment shall be subject to removal for misconduct or malfeasance 

or crime or misdemeanor in office, or for drunkenness or gross incompetency, in such manner as may 

be provided by law. 

§5. Suspension of duties between impeachment and acquittal. 

No officer shall exercise the duties of his office after he shall have been impeached and before his 

acquittal. 

§6. Lieutenant governor not to try Governor. 

On trial of an impeachment against the Governor the lieutenant governor shall not act as a member 

of the court. 

§7. Service of copy of impeachment before trial required. 

No person shall be tried on impeachment before he shall have been served with a copy thereof at 

least twenty days previous to the day set for trial. 

§8. Impeachment twice for same offense prohibited. 

No person shall be liable to impeachment twice for the same offense. 

Article XVII  

Corporations 

§1. Special corporation laws prohibited -- State-controlled corporations excepted. 

No corporation shall be created or have its charter extended, changed or amended by special laws, 

except those for charitable, educational, penal or reformatory purposes, which are to be and remain 

under the patronage and control of the state; but the Legislature shall provide, by general laws, for 

the organization of all corporations hereafter to be created. 
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§2. Invalidation of charters without bona fide organization and business. 

All existing charters or grants of special or exclusive privileges under which a bona fide 

organization shall not have taken place and business been commenced in good faith at the time this 

Constitution takes effect, shall thereafter have no validity. 

§3. Laws for benefit of corporation as conditioned on compliance with Constitutional 

provision. 

The Legislature shall not remit the forfeiture of the charter of any corporation now existing nor 

alter or amend the same nor pass any other general or special law for the benefit of such corporation, 

except upon the condition that such corporation shall thereafter hold its charter subject to the 

provisions of this Constitution. 

§4. Corporations subject to eminent domain -- Police power. 

The exercise of the right of eminent domain shall never be abridged or so construed as to prevent 

the Legislature from taking the property and franchises of incorporated companies and subjecting 

them to public use, the same as the property of individuals; and the exercise of the police power of 

the state shall never be abridged or so construed as to permit corporations to conduct their business 

in such manner as to infringe the equal rights of individuals or the general well-being of the state. 

§5. Casting of votes for directors or managers. 

In all elections for directors or managers of a corporation, each member or shareholder may cast 

the whole number of his votes for one candidate, or distribute them upon two or more candidates, as 

he may prefer. 

§6. Place of business and authorized agent required of foreign corporation. 

No foreign corporation shall do any business in this state without having one or more known places 

of business and an authorized agent or agents in the same upon whom process may be served. 

§7. Business to be expressed in charter -- Real estate restricted. 

No corporation shall engage in any business other than that expressly authorized in its charter, nor 

shall it take or hold any real estate except such as may be necessary and proper for its legitimate 

business. 

§8. Stocks and bonds -- Indebtedness increase. 

No corporation shall issue stocks or bonds except for money, labor done, or money or property 

actually received; and all fictitious increase of stock or indebtedness shall be void. The stock and 

indebtedness of corporations shall not be increased except in pursuance of general law, nor without 

the consent of the persons holding the larger amount in value of the stock first obtained, at a meeting 

to be held after sixty daysô notice given in pursuance of law. 

§9. Legislature's power to alter, revise, or annul corporate charters -- Creation, renewal, or 

extension. 

The Legislature shall have the power to alter, revise or annul any charter of any corporation now 

existing and revocable at the taking effect of this Constitution, or any that may be created, whenever 

in their opinion it may be injurious to the citizens of this state, in such a manner, however, that no 

injustice shall be done to the incorporators. No law hereafter enacted shall create, renew or extend 

the charter of more than one corporation. 

§10. Local consent required for grant of street railroad right. 

No law shall be passed by the Legislature granting the right to construct and operate a street 

railroad within any city, town or incorporated village, without requiring the consent of the local 

authorities having the control of the street or highway proposed to be occupied by such street railroad. 

§11. Construction and maintenance of telegraph lines -- Controlling interest in competing 

company prohibited. 

Any association or corporation organized for the purpose, or any individual, shall have the right to 

construct and maintain lines of telegraph in this state and to connect the same with other lines; and 

the Legislature shall by general law of uniform operation provide reasonable regulations to give full 

effect to this section. No telegraph company shall consolidate with or hold a controlling interest in 
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the stock or bonds of any other telegraph company owning a competing line, or acquire by purchase 

or otherwise, any other competing line of telegraph. 

§12. Railroad corporations. 

Every railroad corporation organized or doing business in this state under the laws or authority 

thereof shall have and maintain a public office or place in this state for the transaction of its business, 

where transfers of its stock shall be made, and in which shall be kept for public inspection books in 

which shall be recorded the amount of capital stock subscribed, and by whom; the names of the 

owners of its stock, and the amount owned by them respectively; the amount of stock paid in, and by 

whom; the transfers of said stock; the amount of its assets and liabilities; and the names and place of 

residence of its officers. The directors of every railroad corporation shall annually make a report, 

under oath, to the auditor of public accounts or some officer or officers to be designated by law, of 

all their acts and doings, which report shall include such matters relating to railroads as may be 

prescribed by law, and the Legislature shall pass laws enforcing by suitable penalties the provisions 

of this section. 

§13. Movable property of railroad corporation considered personality -- Execution and sale. 

The rolling stock, and all other movable property belonging to any railroad company or corporation 

in this state shall be considered personal property, and shall be liable to execution and sale in the 

same manner as the personal property of individuals, and the Legislature shall pass no laws 

exempting such property from execution and sale. 

§14. Consolidation of railroad lines -- Forfeiture of charter for evasion of provisions. 

No railroad corporation shall consolidate its stock, property or franchises with any other railroad 

corporation owning a parallel or competing line; and in no case shall any consolidation take place 

except upon public notice given out, at least sixty days to all stockholders, in such manner as may be 

provided by law. Any attempt to evade the provisions of this section, by any railroad corporation, by 

lease or otherwise, shall work a forfeiture of its charter. 

§15. Railways and rail companies declared public highways and common carriers -- 

Regulation of rates. 

Railways heretofore constructed or that may hereafter be constructed, in this state are hereby 

declared public highways, and all railroad and transportation companies are declared to be common 

carriers and subject to legislative control; and the Legislature shall have power to enact laws 

regulating and controlling the rates of charges for the transportation of passengers and freight as such 

common carriers from one point to another in this state. 

§16. Right to construct and operate railroad -- Passengers, tonnage and cars. 

Any association or corporation organized for the purpose shall have the right to construct and 

operate a railroad between any points within this state, and to connect at the state line with railroads 

of other states. Every railroad company shall have the right with its road to intersect, connect with, 

or cross any other railroad, and shall receive and transport each the other's passengers, tonnage and 

cars, loaded or empty, without delay or discrimination. 

§17. Rate discrimination prevention. 

The Legislature shall pass laws to correct abuses and prevent discrimination and extortion in the 

rates of freight and passenger tariffs on the different railroads in this state, and enforce such laws by 

adequate penalties, to the extent, if necessary for that purpose, of forfeiture of their property and 

franchises. 

§18. Compensation for private property taken for public use -- Assessment of damages. 

Municipal and other corporations and individuals invested with the privilege of taking private 

property for public use shall make just compensation for property taken, injured or destroyed, by the 

construction or enlargement of their works, highways or improvements, which compensation shall 

be paid or secured before such taking, injury or destruction. The Legislature is hereby prohibited 

from depriving any person of an appeal from any preliminary assessment of damages against any 

such corporation or individuals made by viewers or otherwise; and the amount of such damages in 

all cases of appeal shall, on the demand of either party, be determined by a jury as in other civil cases. 
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§19. Corporations defined. 

The term "corporations," as used in this article, shall be construed to include all joint stock 

companies or associations having any of the powers or privileges of corporations not possessed by 

individuals or partnerships. 

§20. Monopolies and trusts prohibited -- Combinations in restraint of trade -- Legislative 

powers. 

Monopolies and trusts shall never be allowed in this state and no incorporated company, 

copartnership or association of persons in this state shall directly or indirectly combine or make any 

contract with any incorporated company, foreign or domestic, through their stockholders or the 

trustees or assigns of such stockholders, or with any copartnership or association of persons, or in 

any manner whatever to fix the prices, limit the production or regulate the transportation of any 

product or commodity so as to prevent competition in such prices, production or transportation or to 

establish excessive prices therefor. 

The Legislature shall pass laws for the enforcement of this section by adequate penalties and in 

the case of incorporated companies, if necessary, for that purpose may, as a penalty, declare a 

forfeiture of their franchises. 

§21. Corporate or syndicate farming prohibited ï Definitions -- Restrictions.  

No corporation or syndicate may acquire, or otherwise obtain an interest, whether legal, beneficial, 

or otherwise, in any real estate used for farming in this state or engage in farming. The term, 

corporation, means any corporation organized under the laws of any state of the United States or any 

country. The term, syndicate, includes any limited partnership, limited liability partnership, business 

trust, or limited liability company organized under the laws of any state of the United States or any 

country. A syndicate does not include general partnerships, except general partnerships in which 

nonfamily farm syndicates or nonfamily farm corporations are partners. The term, farming, means 

the cultivation of land for the production of agricultural crops, fruit, or other horticultural products, 

or the ownership, keeping, or feeding of animals for the production of livestock or livestock products. 

§22. Restrictions -- Application.  

The restrictions in §21 of Article XVII do not apply to:  

(1) A family farm corporation or syndicate. A family farm corporation or syndicate is a corporation 

or syndicate engaged in farming or the ownership of agricultural land, in which a majority of 

the partnership interests, shares, stock, or other ownership interests are held by members of a 

family or a trust created for the benefit of a member of that family. The term, family, means 

natural persons related to one another within the fourth degree of kinship according to civil 

law, or their spouses. At least one of the family members in a family farm corporation or 

syndicate shall reside on or be actively engaged in the day-to-day labor and management of 

the farm. Day-to-day labor and management shall require both daily or routine substantial 

physical exertion and administration. None of the corporation's or syndicate's partners, 

members, or stockholders may be nonresident aliens, or other corporations or syndicates, 

unless all of the stockholders, members, or partners of such entities are persons related within 

the fourth degree of kinship to the majority of partners, members, or stockholders in the family 

farm corporation or syndicate; 

(2) Agricultural land acquired or leased, or livestock kept, fed or owned, by a cooperative 

organized under the laws of any state, if a majority of the shares or other interests of ownership 

in the cooperative are held by members in the cooperative who are natural persons actively 

engaged in the day-to-day labor and management of a farm, or family farm corporations or 

syndicates, and who either acquire from the cooperative, through purchase or otherwise, such 

livestock, or crops produced on such land, or deliver to the cooperative, through sale or 

otherwise, crops to be used in the keeping or feeding of such livestock; 

(3) Nonprofit corporations organized under state nonprofit corporation law; 

(4) Agricultural land, which, as of the approval date of this amendment, is being farmed, or which 

is owned or leased, or in which there is a legal or beneficial interest, directly or indirectly 
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owned, acquired, or obtained by a corporation or syndicate, if such land or other interest is held 

in continuous ownership or under continuous lease by the same such corporation or syndicate. 

For the purposes of this exemption, land purchased on a contract signed as of the approval date 

of this amendment is considered as owned on that date; 

(5) Livestock, which as of the approval date of this amendment, is owned by a corporation or 

syndicate. For the purposes of this exemption, livestock to be produced under contract for a 

corporation or syndicate are considered as owned, if the contract is for the keeping or feeding 

of livestock and is signed as of the approval date of this amendment, and if the contract remains 

in effect and is not terminated by either party to the contract. This exemption does not extend 

beyond the term of any contract signed as of the approval date of this amendment; 

(6) A farm operated for research or experimental purposes, if any commercial sales from the farm 

are only incidental to the research or experimental objectives of the corporation or syndicate; 

(7) Land leases by alfalfa processors for the production of alfalfa; 

(8) Agricultural land operated for the purpose of growing seed, nursery plants, or sod; 

(9) Mineral rights on agricultural land; 

(10) Agricultural land acquired or leased by a corporation or syndicate for immediate or potential 

nonfarming purposes, for a period of five years from the date of purchase. A corporation or 

syndicate may hold such agricultural land in such acreage as may be necessary to its nonfarm 

business operation, but pending the development of the agricultural land for nonfarm purposes, 

such land may not be used for farming except under lease to a family farm corporation or 

family farm syndicate or a non-syndicate or noncorporate farm; 

(11) Agricultural lands or livestock acquired by a corporation or syndicate by process of law in the 

collection of debts, or by any procedures for the enforcement of a lien, encumbrance, or claim 

thereon, whether created by mortgage or otherwise. Any lands so acquired shall be disposed 

of within a period of five years and may not be used for farming before being disposed of, 

except under a lease to a family farm corporation or syndicate, or a non-syndicate or 

noncorporate farm. Any livestock so acquired shall be disposed of within six months; 

(12) Agricultural lands held by a state or nationally chartered bank as trustee for a person, 

corporation or syndicate that is otherwise exempt from the provisions of §§ 21 to 24, inclusive, 

of Article XVII;  

(13) A bona fide encumbrance taken for purposes of security; 

(14) Custom spraying, fertilizing, or harvesting; 

(15) Livestock futures contracts, livestock purchased for slaughter within two weeks of the purchase 

date, or livestock purchased and resold within two weeks. 

§23. Loss of qualification -- Requalification or dissolution.  

If a family farm corporation or family farm syndicate that has qualified under all the requirements 

of a family farm corporation or a family farm syndicate ceases to meet the defined criteria, it has 

twenty years, if the ownership of the majority of the stock of such corporation, or the majority of the 

ownership interest of such syndicate, continues to be held by persons related to one another within 

the fourth degree of kinship or their spouses, and their land holdings are not increased, to either 

requalify as a family farm corporation or family farm syndicate or dissolve and return to personal 

ownership. 

§24. Annual report ï Violations -- Action and enforcement.  

Any corporation or syndicate that owns agricultural land or engages in farming is required to report 

information necessary for the enforcement of §§ 21 to 24, inclusive, of Article XVII to the secretary 

of state on an annual basis, under rules promulgated by the secretary pursuant to state law. The 

secretary of state shall monitor such reports and notify the attorney general of any possible violations, 

and any resident of the state may also notify the attorney general of any possible violations. If a 

corporation or syndicate violates any provision of §§ 21 to 24, inclusive, of Article XVII, the attorney 
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general shall commence an action in circuit court to enjoin any pending illegal purchase of land or 

livestock, or to force divestiture of land or livestock held in violation of §§ 21 to 24, inclusive, of 

Article XVII. The court shall order any land held in violation of §§ 21 to 24, inclusive, of Article 

XVII to be divested within two years and any livestock to be divested within six months. If land so 

ordered by the court has not been divested within two years, the court shall declare the land escheated 

to the state. If the attorney general fails to bring an action in circuit court to enforce §§ 21 to 24, 

inclusive, of Article XVII, any resident of the state has standing in circuit court to sue for 

enforcement. 

 Article XVIII  

Banking and Currency 

§1.  General banking law -- Provisions required. 

If a general banking law shall be enacted it shall provide for the registry and countersigning by an 

officer of this state of all bills or paper credit designed to circulate as money, and require security to 

the full amount thereof, to be deposited with the state treasurer, in the approved securities of the state 

or of the United States, to be rated at ten per centum below their par value, and in case of their 

depreciation the deficiency shall be made good by depositing additional securities. 

§2. Bank to cease operations within twenty years of organization -- Reorganization. 

Every bank, banking company or corporation shall be required to cease all banking operations 

within twenty years from the time of its organization, and promptly thereafter close its business, but 

shall have corporate capacity to sue or be sued until its business is fully closed, but the Legislature 

may provide by general law for the reorganization of such banks. 

§3. Liability of banking corporation shareholders and stockholders -- Exemption under 

federal law. 

The shareholders or stockholders of any banking corporation shall be held individually responsible 

and liable for all contracts, debts and engagements of such corporation to the extent of the amount of 

their stock therein, at the par value thereof, in addition to the amount invested in such shares or stock 

and such individual liability shall continue for one year after any transfer or sale of stock by any 

stockholder or stockholders. Provided that if the shareholders and stockholders of any national 

banking corporation shall be exempt from liability by federal law then and in that event the liability 

upon shareholders and stockholders of state banking corporations herein imposed shall not be 

operative in the event that such state banking corporation has membership in the federal deposit 

insurance corporation. 

Article XIX  

Congressional and Legislative Apportionment 

§1. Congressional representatives elected at large. 

Until otherwise provided by law, the members of the house of representatives of the United States, 

apportioned to this state, shall be elected by the state at large. 

§2. Senatorial and representative districts -- Apportionment. 

Until otherwise provided by law, the senatorial and representative districts shall be formed, and 

the senators and representatives shall be apportioned as follows: 

DISTRICTS 

[Omitted--See Chapter 2-2 for current provisions.] 

Article XX  

Seat of Government 

§1. Temporary seat of government -- Vote. 

The question of the location of the temporary seat of government shall be submitted to a vote of 

the electors of the proposed state of South Dakota in same manner and at the same election at which 

this Constitution shall be submitted, and the place receiving the highest number of votes shall be the 
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temporary seat of government until a permanent seat of government shall be established as hereinafter 

provided. 

§2. Permanent seat of government -- Vote. 

The Legislature at its first session after the admission of this state, shall provide for the submission 

of the question of a place for a permanent seat of government to the qualified voters of the state at 

the next general election thereafter, and that place which receives a majority of all the votes cast upon 

that question shall be the permanent seat of government. 

§3. Election between two places with highest votes if majority vote not received. 

Should no place voted for at said election have a majority of all votes cast upon this question, the 

Governor shall issue his proclamation for an election to be held in the same manner at the next general 

election to choose between the two places having received the highest number of votes cast at the 

first election on this question. This election shall be conducted in the same manner as the first election 

for the permanent seat of government, and the place receiving the majority of all votes cast upon this 

question shall be the permanent seat of government. 

Article XXI  

Miscellaneous 

§1. Seal and coat of arms. 

The design of the great seal of South Dakota shall be as follows: A circle within which shall appear 

in the left foreground a smelting furnace and other features of mining work. In the left background a 

range of hills. In the right foreground a farmer at his plow. In the right background a herd of cattle 

and a field of corn. Between the two parts thus described shall appear a river bearing a steamboat. 

Properly divided between the upper and lower edges of the circle shall appear the legend, "Under 

God the People Rule" which shall be the motto of the state of South Dakota. Exterior to this circle 

and within a circumscribed circle shall appear, in the upper part, the words, "State of South Dakota," 

in the lower part the words, "Great Seal," and the date in Arabic numerals of the year in which the 

state shall be admitted to the union. 

§2. Salary of constitutional officers. 

The Legislature by two-thirds vote of each branch thereof at any regular session may fix the salary 

of any or all constitutional officers including members of the Legislature. In fixing any such salary 

the Legislature shall determine the effective date thereof and may in its discretion decrease or 

increase the salary of any officer during his term. 

§3. Oath of office. 

Every person elected or appointed to any office in this state, except such inferior offices as may 

be by law exempted, shall, before entering upon the duties thereof, take an oath or affirmation to 

support the Constitution of the United States and of this state, and faithfully to discharge the duties 

of his office. 

§4. Exemptions. 

The right of the debtor to enjoy the comforts and necessaries of life shall be recognized by 

wholesome laws exempting from forced sale a homestead, the value of which shall be limited and 

defined by law, to all heads of families, and a reasonable amount of personal property, the kind and 

value of which to be fixed by general laws. 

§5. Rights of married women. 

The real and personal property of any woman in this state, acquired before marriage, and all 

property to which she may after marriage become in any manner rightfully entitled, shall be her 

separate property, and shall not be liable for the debts of her husband. 

§6. Drainage of agricultural lands. 

The drainage of agricultural lands is hereby declared to be a public purpose and the Legislature 

may provide therefor, and may provide for the organization of drainage districts for the drainage of 

lands for any public use, and may vest the corporate authorities thereof, and the corporate authorities 

of counties, townships and municipalities, with power to construct levees, drains and ditches, and to 
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keep in repair all drains, ditches and levees heretofore constructed under the laws of this state, by 

special assessments upon the property benefited thereby, according to benefits received. 

§7. Irrigation of agricultural lands.  

The irrigation of agricultural lands is hereby declared to be a public purpose and the Legislature 

may provide for the organization of irrigation districts for the irrigation of land, and may vest the 

corporate authorities thereof and the corporate authorities of counties, townships and municipalities 

with the power to construct, operate and maintain irrigation dams, reservoirs, canals, flumes, ditches 

and laterals, and to keep in repair all irrigation dams, reservoirs, canals, flumes, ditches and laterals 

heretofore constructed, under the laws of the state, by special assessments upon the property 

benefited thereby, according to the benefits received. 

§8. Hail insurance. 

The providing of insurance against loss or damage to crops by hail is hereby declared to be a public 

purpose, and the Legislature is authorized and empowered to levy an assessment upon agricultural 

land for such purpose, with such exemptions as may be provided by law. The state may be divided 

into hail insurance districts and the assessment per acre in the different districts shall be as the 

Legislature may determine, but such assessment shall be uniform upon all land of the same district 

that is similarly situated. The assessment hereby authorized may be levied by the Legislature direct, 

or by the corporate authorities of the districts herein provided for, or by such other agency as may be 

authorized by general law. 

§9. Marriage. 

Only marriage between a man and a woman shall be valid or recognized in South Dakota. The 

uniting of two or more persons in a civil union, domestic partnership, or other quasi-marital 

relationship shall not be valid or recognized in South Dakota. 

§10. Medicaid eligibility expanded. 

Beginning July 1, 2023, the State of South Dakota shall provide Medicaid benefits to any person 

over eighteen and under sixty-five whose income is at or below one hundred thirty-three percent of 

the federal poverty level plus five percent of the federal poverty level for the applicable family size, 

as authorized by federal law as of January 1, 2021. Such person shall receive coverage that meets or 

exceeds the benchmark or benchmark-equivalent coverage requirements, as such terms are defined 

by federal law as of January 1, 2021. 

The State of South Dakota may not impose greater or additional burdens or restrictions on 

eligibility or enrollment standards, methodologies, or practices on any person eligible under this 

section than on any person otherwise eligible for Medicaid under South Dakota law, except that the 

State of South Dakota may, to the extent permitted by the United States Department of Health and 

Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, impose a work requirement on any 

person, eligible under this section, who has not been diagnosed as being physically or mentally 

disabled. 

No later than March 1, 2023, the Department of Social Services shall submit all state plan 

amendments necessary to implement this section to the United States Department of Health and 

Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. 

The State of South Dakota shall take all actions necessary to maximize the federal financial 

medical assistance percentage in funding medical assistance pursuant to this section. 

This section shall be broadly construed to accomplish its purposes and intents. If any provision in 

this section or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid or 

unconstitutional, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect other provisions or 

applications of the section that can be given effect without the invalid or unconstitutional provision 

or application, and to this end the provisions of this section are severable. 
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Article XXII  

Compact with the United States 

The following article shall be irrevocable without the consent of the United States and the people 

of the state of South Dakota expressed by their legislative assembly: 

First. That perfect toleration of religious sentiment shall be secured, and that no inhabitant of this 

state shall ever be molested in person or property on account of his or her mode of religious worship. 

Second. That we, the people inhabiting the state of South Dakota, do agree and declare that we 

forever disclaim all right and title to the unappropriated public lands lying within the boundary of 

South Dakota, and to all lands lying within said limits owned or held by any Indian or Indian tribes; 

and that until the title thereto shall have been extinguished by the United States, the same shall be 

and remain subject to the disposition of the United States; and said Indian lands shall remain under 

the absolute jurisdiction and control of the Congress of the United States; that the lands belonging to 

citizens of the United States residing without the said state shall never be taxed at a higher rate than 

the lands belonging to residents of this state; that no taxes shall be imposed by the state of South 

Dakota on lands or property therein belonging to or which may hereafter be purchased by the United 

States, or reserved for its use. But nothing herein shall preclude the state of South Dakota from taxing 

as other lands are taxed any lands owned or held by any Indian who has severed his tribal relation 

and has obtained from the United States, or from any person a title thereto by patent or other grant 

save and except such lands as have been or may be granted to any Indian or Indians under any act of 

Congress containing a provision exempting the lands thus granted from taxation. All such lands 

which may have been exempted by any grant or law of the United States, shall remain exempt to the 

extent, and as prescribed by such act of Congress. 

Third. That the state of South Dakota shall assume and pay that portion of the debts and liabilities 

of the territory of Dakota as provided in this Constitution. 

Fourth. That provision shall be made for the establishment and maintenance of systems of public 

schools, which shall be open to all the children of this state, and free from sectarian control. 

Article XXIII  

Amendments and Revisions of the Constitution 

§1. Amendments. 

Amendments to this Constitution may be proposed by initiative or by a majority vote of all 

members of each house of the Legislature. An amendment proposed by initiative shall require a 

petition signed by qualified voters equal in number to at least ten percent of the total votes cast for 

Governor in the last gubernatorial election. The petition containing the text of the proposed 

amendment and the names and addresses of its sponsors shall be filed at least one year before the 

next general election at which the proposed amendment is submitted to the voters. A proposed 

amendment may amend one or more articles and related subject matter in other articles as necessary 

to accomplish the objectives of the amendment; however, no proposed amendment may embrace 

more than one subject. If more than one amendment is submitted at the same election, each 

amendment shall be so prepared and distinguished that it can be voted upon separately. 

§2. Revision. 

A convention to revise this Constitution may be called by a three-fourths vote of all the members 

of each house. The calling of a constitutional convention may be initiated and submitted to the voters 

in the same manner as an amendment. If a majority of the voters voting thereon approve the calling 

of a convention, the Legislature shall provide for the holding thereof. Members of a convention shall 

be elected on a nonpolitical ballot in the same districts and in the same number as the house of 

representatives. Proposed amendments or revisions approved by a majority of all the members of the 

convention shall be submitted to the electorate at a special election in a manner to be determined by 

the convention. 
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§3. Ratification. 

Any constitutional amendment or revision must be submitted to the voters and shall become a part 

of the Constitution only when approved by a majority of the votes cast thereon. The Legislature may 

provide for the withdrawal by its sponsors of an initiated amendment at any time prior to its 

submission to the voters. 

Article XXIV  

Prohibition [Repealed] 
[Repealed by SL 1933, ch 128] 

Article XXV  

Minority Representation [Rejected] 

Article XXVI  

Schedule and Ordinance 

§1. Continuation of prior writs, actions, claims, and bodies corporate -- Validation of 

previously issued process. 

That no inconvenience may arise from the change of the territorial government to the permanent 

state government, it is hereby declared that all writs, actions, prosecutions, claims and rights of 

individuals, and all bodies corporate, shall continue as if no change had taken place in this 

government; and all process which may be before the organization of the judicial department, under 

this Constitution, issued under the authority of the territory of Dakota, within the boundary of this 

state, shall be as valid as if issued in the name of the state of South Dakota. 

§2. Fines, forfeitures and escheats of territory to accrue to state. 

That all fines, penalties, forfeitures and escheats accruing to the territory of Dakota, within the 

boundary of the state of South Dakota, shall accrue to the use of said state. 

§3. Recognizances, bonds, obligations and undertakings -- Criminal prosecutions and penal 

actions. 

That all recognizances, bonds, obligations or other undertakings, heretofore taken, or which may 

be taken before the organization of the judicial department under this Constitution, shall remain valid, 

and shall pass over to, and may be prosecuted in the name of the state of South Dakota; and all bonds, 

obligations or undertakings, executed to this territory, within the boundaries of the state of South 

Dakota, or to any officer in his official capacity, shall pass over to the proper state authority, and to 

their successors in office, for the uses therein respectively expressed, and may be sued for and 

recovered accordingly. 

All criminal prosecutions and penal actions, which have arisen, or which may arise before the 

organization of the judicial department under this Constitution, and which shall then be pending, may 

be prosecuted to judgment and executed in the name of the state. 

§4. Civil and military officers.  

All officers, civil and military, now holding their offices and appointments in this territory under 

the authority of the United States, or under the authority of the territory of Dakota, shall continue to 

hold and exercise their respective offices and appointments until superseded under this Constitution: 

provided, that the provisions of the above sections shall be subject to the provisions of the act of 

Congress providing for the admission of the state of South Dakota, approved by the president of the 

United States on February 22, 1889. 

§5. Election of Constitution and state officers -- Ballots. 

This Constitution shall be submitted for adoption or rejection to a vote of the electors qualified by 

the laws of this territory to vote at all elections, at the election to be held on Tuesday, October 1, 

1889. 

At the said election the ballots shall be in the following form: 

For the Constitution: Yes. No. 
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For prohibition: Yes. No. 

For minority representation: Yes. No. 

As a heading to each of said ballots shall be printed on each ballot the following instructions to 

voters: 

All persons desiring to vote for the Constitution, or for any of the articles submitted to a separate 

vote, must erase the word "No." 

All persons who desire to vote against the Constitution, or against any article submitted separately, 

must erase the word "Yes." 

Any person may have printed or written on his ballot only the words "for the Constitution," or 

"against the Constitution," and such ballot shall be counted for or against the Constitution 

accordingly. The same provision shall apply to articles submitted separately. 

In addition to the foregoing election for the Constitution and for the articles submitted by this 

convention for a separate vote thereon, an election shall be held at the same time and places, by the 

said qualified electors, for the following state officers, to be voted for on the same ballot as above 

provided for votes on the Constitution and separate articles, to wit: 

A Governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor, treasurer, attorney general, 

superintendent of public instruction, commissioner of school and public lands, judges of the 

Supreme, circuit and county Courts, representatives in Congress, state senators, and representatives 

in the Legislature. 

All the elections above provided for shall be held in the same manner and form as provided for the 

election for the adoption or rejection of the Constitution. And the names of all the officers above 

specified to be voted for at such election shall be written or printed upon the same ballots as the vote 

for or against the Constitution. 

The judges of election in counting the ballots voted at such election shall count all the affirmative 

ballots upon the Constitution as votes for the Constitution; and they shall count all the negative ballots 

voted at said election upon the Constitution as votes against the Constitution; and ballots voted at 

said election upon which neither of said words "yes" or "no" following the words "for the 

Constitution" are erased, shall not be counted upon such proposition. And they shall count all 

affirmative ballots so voted upon the article on prohibition separately submitted, as votes for such 

article, and they shall count all negative ballots so voted upon such article as votes against such 

article; and ballots upon which neither the words "yes" or "no" following the words "for prohibition" 

are erased, shall not be counted upon such proposition; and they shall count all the affirmative ballots 

so voted upon the article on minority representation, separately submitted, as votes for such article. 

And they shall count all negative ballots so voted upon such article as votes against such article; and 

ballots upon which neither of said words "yes" or "no" following the words "for minority 

representation" are erased, shall not be counted upon such proposition. 

If it shall appear in accordance with the returns hereinafter provided for, that a majority of the 

votes polled at such election, for and against the Constitution, are for the Constitution, then this 

Constitution shall be the Constitution of the state of South Dakota. If it shall appear, according to the 

returns hereinafter provided for, that a majority of all votes cast at said election for and against 

"prohibition" are for prohibition then said article XXIV shall be and form a part of this Constitution, 

and be in full force and effect as such from date of said election, but if a majority of said votes shall 

appear, according to said returns to be against prohibition, then article XXIV shall be null and void 

and shall not be a part of this Constitution. And if it appear, according to the returns hereinafter 

provided for, that a majority of all votes cast at said election for and against "minority representation" 

are for minority representation, then article XXV shall be and form a part of said Constitution, and 

be in full force and effect as such from the date of said election; but if a majority of said votes shall 

appear, according to said returns, to be against minority representation, then said article XXV shall 

be null and void and shall not be a part of this Constitution. 
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At such election the person voted for, for any one of the offices to be filled at such election, who 

shall receive the highest number of votes cast at said election, shall be declared elected to said office. 

§6. Election for temporary seat of government. 

At the same time and places of election there shall be held by said qualified electors an election 

for the place of the temporary seat of government. 

On each ballot, and on the same ballot on which are the matters voted for or against, as hereinbefore 

provided, shall be written or printed the words "for temporary seat of government," (Here insert the 

name of the city, town or place, to be voted for.) 

And upon the canvass and return of the vote, made as hereinafter provided for, the name of the 

city, town or place which shall have received the largest number of votes for said temporary seat of 

government, shall be declared by the Governor, chief justice and secretary of the territory of Dakota, 

or by any two of them, at the same time that they shall canvass the vote for or against the Constitution, 

together with the whole number of votes cast for each city, town or place, and the officers above 

named, shall immediately after the result of said election shall have been ascertained, issue a 

proclamation directing the Legislature elected at said election to assemble at said city, town or place 

so selected, on the day fixed by this schedule and ordinance. 

§7. Conduct of election. 

The election provided for herein shall be under the provisions of the Constitution herewith 

submitted, and shall be conducted in all respects as elections are conducted under the general laws 

of the territory of Dakota, except as herein provided. No mere technicalities or informalities in the 

manner or form of election, or neglect of any officer to perform his duty with regard thereto, shall be 

deemed to vitiate or avoid the same, it being the true intent and object of this ordinance to ascertain 

and give effect to the true will of the people of the state of South Dakota, as expressed by their votes 

at the polls. 

§8. Election returns. 

Immediately after the election herein provided for, the judges of election at each voting place shall 

make a true and complete count of all the votes duly cast at such election, and shall certify and return 

the result of the same, with the names of all the candidates and the number of votes cast for each 

candidate, and the number of votes cast for and against the Constitution, and the number of votes 

cast for and against prohibition, and the number of votes cast for and against minority representation, 

and the number of votes cast for each city, town or place for the "temporary seat of government," to 

the county clerk, or auditor of the respective counties, together with one of the poll lists and election 

books used in said election. 

§9. Canvass of vote -- Filing with county clerks or auditors. 

Within five days after said election the several boards of county canvassers provided by law for 

the canvassing of the results of the election, shall make and certify to the secretary of the territory of 

Dakota the true and correct return of the total number of votes cast for the Constitution, and against 

the Constitution, of the number of votes cast for and against "prohibition," and the number of votes 

cast for and against "minority representation," and the number of votes cast for each city, town or 

place as the "temporary seat of government," and of the number of votes cast for each person voted 

for at such election, except county officers and members of the Legislature, and shall transmit the 

same to the secretary of the territory of Dakota, by mail, and shall file with the county clerk or auditor 

of each of said counties a duplicate and certified copy of said return. 

Said board of county canvassers shall issue certificates of election to the persons who shall have 

received the highest number of votes cast for the respective offices of judge of the county court, and 

representatives in the Legislature, and for state senator or senators. 

§10. Certification of senator or representative from multi-county district. 

When two or more counties are connected in one senatorial or representative district, it shall be 

the duty of the clerks and auditors of the respective counties to attend at the office of the county clerk 

of the senior county in the date of organization within twenty days after the date of election, and they 

shall compare the votes given in the several counties comprising such senatorial and representative 
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district and such clerks or auditors shall immediately make out a certificate of election to the person 

having the highest number of votes in such district for state senator or representative or both; which 

certificate shall be delivered to the person entitled thereto on his application to the clerk of the senior 

county of such district. 

§11. Delivery of returns to proper state officer -- Certification to president -- Proclamation of 

election result -- Lists of elected officers -- Certificates of election. 

The secretary of the territory shall receive all returns of election transmitted to him as above 

provided, and shall preserve the same, and after they have been canvassed as hereinafter provided, 

and after the admission of the state of South Dakota into the union, he shall deliver said returns to 

the proper state officer of said state of South Dakota. 

Within fifteen days after said election the secretary of the territory, with the Governor and chief 

justice thereof, or any two of them, shall canvass such returns and certify the same to the president 

of the United States, as provided in the Enabling Act. 

They shall also ascertain the total number of votes cast at such election for the Constitution and 

against the Constitution; the total number of votes cast for and against prohibition; and the total 

number of votes cast for and against minority representation; and the total number of votes cast for 

each city, town or place as the "temporary seat of government"; and the total number of votes cast 

for each person voted for, for any office at said election, excepting county judges and members of 

the Legislature, and shall declare the result of said election in conformity with such vote, and the 

Governor of the territory shall thereupon issue a proclamation at once thereof. 

They shall also make and transmit to the state Legislature, immediately upon its organization, a 

list of all the state and judicial officers who shall thus be ascertained to be duly elected. 

The various county and district canvassing boards shall make and transmit to the secretary of the 

territory the names of all persons declared by them to be elected members of the senate and house of 

representatives of the state of South Dakota; he shall make separate lists of the senators and 

representatives so elected, which list shall constitute the rolls under which the senate and house of 

representatives shall be organized. 

The Governor of the territory shall make and issue certificates of election to the persons who are 

shown by the canvass to have received the highest number of votes for Governor, lieutenant governor, 

secretary of state, auditor, treasurer, attorney general, superintendent of public instruction, 

commissioner of school and public lands and judges of the Supreme and circuit Courts. Such 

certificates to be attested by the secretary of the territory. 

§12. Apportionment of state Legislature -- Number of senators and representatives initially 

elected. 

The apportionment made in this Constitution shall govern the elections above provided for for 

members of the state Legislature, until otherwise provided by law. 

At the first election held under this ordinance for senators and representatives of the Legislature, 

there shall be elected forty-five senators and one hundred and twenty-four representatives in the state 

Legislature respectively. 

§13. First assembly of Legislature -- Oaths of office. 

The Legislature elected under the provisions of this ordinance and Constitution shall assemble at 

the temporary seat of government on the third Tuesday in October, in the year A. D. 1889, at 12 

o'clock noon, and on the first day of their assemblage the Governor and other state officers shall take 

the oath of office in the presence of the Legislature. The oath of office shall be administered to the 

members of the Legislature and to the state officers by the chief justice of the territory, or by any 

other officer duly authorized by the laws of the territory of Dakota to administer oaths. 

§14. Election of two United States senators -- Two representatives. 

Immediately after the organization of the Legislature and taking the oath of office by the state 

officers, the Legislature shall then and there proceed to the election of two senators of the United 

States for the state of South Dakota, in the mode and manner provided by the laws of Congress for 
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the election of United States senators. And the Governor and the secretary of the state of South 

Dakota shall certify the election of the said senators and two representatives in Congress, in the 

manner required by law. 

§15. Adjournment after election of senators -- Next meeting. 

Immediately after the election of the United States senators as above provided for, said Legislature 

shall adjourn to meet at the temporary seat of government on the first Tuesday after the first Monday 

of January, 1890, at 12 o'clock m.; provided, however, that if the state of South Dakota has not been 

admitted by proclamation or otherwise at said date, then said Legislature shall convene within ten 

days after the date of the admission of the state into the union. 

§16. Legislature and officers to exercise necessary and authorized powers only pending 

admission of state into union. 

Nothing in this Constitution or schedule contained shall be construed to authorize the Legislature 

to exercise any powers except such as are necessary to its first organization, and to elect United States 

senators, and to adjourn as above provided. Nor to authorize any officer of the executive, 

administrative or judiciary departments to exercise any duties of his office until the state of South 

Dakota shall have been regularly admitted into the union, excepting such as may be authorized by 

the Congress of the United States. 

§17. Validity of ordinances and schedule. 

The ordinances and schedule enacted by this convention shall be held to be valid for all the 

purposes thereof. 

§18. Freedom of religion -- Public lands -- Indian lands -- Uniformity of taxation -- Territorial 

debt -- Public schools -- Federal reservations -- Irrevocability.  

That we, the people of the state of South Dakota, do ordain: 

First. That perfect toleration of religious sentiment shall be secured, and that no inhabitant of this 

state shall ever be molested in person or property on account of his or her mode of religious worship. 

Second. That we, the people inhabiting the state of South Dakota, do agree and declare, that we 

forever disclaim all right and title to the unappropriated public lands lying within the boundaries of 

South Dakota; and to all lands lying within said limits owned or held by any Indian or Indian tribes, 

and that until the title thereto shall have been extinguished by the United States the same shall be and 

remain subject to the disposition of the United States, and said Indian lands shall remain under the 

absolute jurisdiction and control of the Congress of the United States; that the lands belonging to 

citizens of the United States residing without the said state, shall never be taxed at a higher rate than 

the lands belonging to residents of this state. That no taxes shall be imposed by the state of South 

Dakota on lands or property therein belonging to or which may hereafter be purchased by the United 

States or reserved for its use. But nothing herein shall preclude the state of South Dakota from taxing 

as other lands are taxed any lands owned or held by any Indian who has severed his tribal relation 

and has obtained from the United States, or from any person a title thereto by patent or other grant 

save and except such lands as have been, or may be granted to any Indian or Indians under any act 

of Congress containing a provision exempting the lands thus granted from taxation, all such lands 

which may have been exempted by any grant or law of the United States, shall remain exempt to the 

extent, and as prescribed by such act of Congress. 

Third. That the state of South Dakota shall assume and pay that portion of the debts and liabilities 

of the territory of Dakota as provided in this Constitution. 

Fourth. That provision shall be made for the establishment and maintenance of systems of public 

schools, which shall be open to all the children of this state, and free from sectarian control. 

Fifth. That jurisdiction is ceded to the United States over the military reservations of Fort Meade, 

Fort Randall and Fort Sully, heretofore declared by the president of the United States: provided legal 

process, civil and criminal, of this state shall extend over such reservations, in all cases of which 

exclusive jurisdiction is not vested in the United States, or of crimes not committed within the limits 

of such reservations. 
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These ordinances shall be irrevocable without the consent of the United States, and also the people 

of the said state of South Dakota, expressed by their legislative assembly. 

§19. Tenure of elected officers. 

The tenure of all officers, whose election is provided for in this schedule, on the first day of 

October, A. D. 1889, shall be as follows: 

The Governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor, treasurer, attorney general, 

superintendent of public instruction, commissioner of school and public lands, judges of county 

courts, shall hold their respective offices until the first Tuesday, after the first Monday, in January, 

A. D. 1891, at twelve o'clock m., and until their successors are elected and qualified. 

The judges of the Supreme Court and circuit courts shall hold their offices until the first Tuesday, 

after the first Monday, in January, A. D. 1894, at twelve o'clock m., and until their successors are 

elected and qualified; subject to the provisions of § 26 of article V of the Constitution. 

The terms of office of the members of the Legislature, elected at the first election held under the 

provisions of this Constitution, shall expire on the first Tuesday, after the first Monday, in January, 

1891. 

§20. Time of general election. 

That the first general election under the provisions of this Constitution shall be held on the first 

Tuesday, after the first Monday, in November, 1890, and every two years thereafter. 

§21. Form of ballot. 

The following form of ballot is adopted: 

Constitutional Ticket 

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS 

All persons desiring to vote for the Constitution, or for any of the articles submitted to a separate 

vote, may erase the word "No." 

All persons who desire to vote against the Constitution, or any articles separately submitted may 

erase the word "Yes." 

For the Constitution: Yes. No. 

For Prohibition: Yes. No. 

For Minority Representation: Yes. No. 

For ____ as the temporary seat of government. 

For Governor. __________ 

For Lieutenant Governor. __________ 

For Secretary of State. __________ 

For Auditor. __________ 

For Treasurer. __________ 

For Attorney General. __________ 

For Superintendent of Public Instruction. __________ 

For Commissioner of School and Public Lands. __________ 

For Judges of the Supreme Court. 

     First District __________ 

     Second District __________ 

     Third District __________ 

For Judge of the Circuit Court ____ Circuit. 

For Representatives in Congress. __________ 

For State Senator. __________ 
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For Representative in the Legislature. __________ 

For County Judge. _________ 

§22. Enrollment of Constitution -- Delivery to secretary of state -- Inclusion in State laws -- 

Copy to president of United States. 

This Constitution shall be enrolled and after adoption and signing by the convention shall be 

delivered to Hon. A. J. Edgerton, the president of the constitutional convention, for safekeeping, and 

by him to be delivered to the secretary of state as soon as he assumes the duties of his office, and 

printed copies thereof shall be prefixed to the books containing the laws of the state and all future 

editions thereof. 

The president of this convention shall also supervise the making of the copy that must be sent to 

the president of the United States; said copy is to be certified by the president and chief clerk of this 

convention. 

§23. Agreement by joint commission concerning territorial records, books, and archives. 

The agreement made by the joint commission of the constitutional conventions of North and South 

Dakota concerning the records, books, and archives of the territory of Dakota is hereby ratified and 

confirmed, which agreement is in the words following: That is to say: 

The following books, records and archives of the territory of Dakota shall be the property of North 

Dakota, to wit: 

All records, books and archives in the offices of the Governor and secretary of the territory (except 

records of articles of incorporation of domestic corporations, returns of election of delegates to the 

constitutional convention of 1889, for South Dakota, returns of elections held under the so-called 

local option law in counties within the limits of South Dakota, bonds of notaries public appointed for 

counties within the limits of South Dakota, papers relating to the organization of counties situate 

within the limits of South Dakota, all of which records and archives are a part of the records and 

archives of said secretary's office; excepting also census returns from counties situate within the 

limits of South Dakota and papers relating to requisitions issued upon the application of officers of 

counties situate within the limits of South Dakota, all which are part of the records and archives of 

said Governor's office.) 

And the following records, books and archives shall also be the property of the state of North 

Dakota, to wit: 

Vouchers in the office or in the custody of the auditor of this territory relating to expenditures on 

account of public institutions, grounds or buildings situate within the limits of North Dakota; one 

warrant register in the office of the treasurer of this territory, being a record of warrants issued under 

and by virtue of chapter twenty-four of the laws enacted by the eighteenth legislative assembly of 

Dakota territory; all letters, receipts and vouchers in the same office now filed by counties and 

pertaining to counties within the limits of North Dakota; paid and canceled coupons in the same 

office representing interest on bonds which said state of North Dakota is to assume and pay; reports 

of gross earnings of the year 1888 in the same office, made by corporations operating lines of railroad 

situated wholly or mainly within the limits of North Dakota; records and papers of the office of the 

public examiner of the second district of the territory; records and papers of the office of the second 

district board of agriculture; records and papers in the office of the board of pharmacy of the district 

of North Dakota. 

All records, books and archives of the territory of Dakota which it is not herein agreed shall be the 

property of North Dakota, shall be the property of South Dakota. 

The following books shall be copied, and the copies shall be the property of North Dakota, and the 

cost of such copies shall be borne equally by the said states of North Dakota and South Dakota. That 

is to say: 

Appropriation ledger for the years ending November, 1889 and 1890--one volume. 

The current warrant auditor's register--one volume. 
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Insurance record for 1889--one volume. 

Treasurer's cash book "D." 

Assessment ledger "B." 

Dakota territory bond register--one volume. 

Treasurer's current ledger--one volume. 

The originals of the foregoing volumes which are to be copied, shall at any time after such copying 

shall have been completed, be delivered on demand to the proper authorities of the state of South 

Dakota. 

All other records, books and archives which it is hereby agreed shall be the property of South 

Dakota shall remain at the capital of North Dakota until demanded by the Legislature of the state of 

South Dakota, and until the state of North Dakota shall have had a reasonable time after such demand 

is made to provide copies or abstracts or such portions thereof as the said state of North Dakota may 

desire to have copies or abstracts of. 

The state of South Dakota may also provide copies or abstracts of such records, books and archives 

which is agreed shall be the property of North Dakota as said state of South Dakota shall desire to 

have copies or abstracts of. 

The expense of all copies or abstracts of records, books and archives which it is herein agreed may 

be made, shall be borne equally by said two states. 

Article XXVII  

State Control of Manufacture and Sale of Liquor [Repealed] 
[Repealed by SL 1899, ch 64] 

Article XXVIII  

County Investment of Permanent School and Investment Funds 

§1. School and governmental bonds -- Farm loans. 

The several counties of the state shall invest the moneys of the permanent school and endowment 

funds in bonds of school corporations, state, county and municipal bonds or in first mortgages upon 

good improved farm lands within their limits respectively, under such regulations as the Legislature 

may provide, but no farm loan shall exceed one thousand dollars to any one person, firm or 

corporation. 

Article XXIX  

State Elevators, Warehouses, Flouring Mills and Packing Houses 

§1. Provision for elevators and warehouses -- Marketing of agricultural products    Flouring 

mills and packing houses. 

The Legislature may provide by law and appropriate money for the purchase or construction and 

operation of elevators and warehouses, within or without the state, for the marketing of agricultural 

products; and provided, further, that the Legislature may provide by law and appropriate money to 

buy or construct and operate flouring mills and packing houses within the state, if, in the future, and 

in the judgment of the Legislature, the public necessities may so require. 

Article XXX  

Marijuana and Hemp 

Article XXX was held unconstitutional by Thom v. Barnett, 2021 S.D. 65 (2021). 

§1. Definitions.  

Terms used in this article mean: 

(1) "Department," the Department of Revenue or its successor agency; 

(2) "Hemp," the plant of the genus cannabis, and any part of that plant, including the seeds thereof 

and all derivatives, extracts, cannabinoids, isomers, acids, salts, and salts of isomers, whether 
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growing or not with a delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol concentration of not more than three-tenths 

of one percent on a dry weight basis; 

(3) "Local government," means a county, municipality, town, or township; 

(4) "Marijuana," the plant of the genus cannabis, and any part of that plant, including the seeds, 

the resin extracted from any part of the plant, and every compound, manufacture, salt, 

derivative, mixture, or preparation of the plant, its seeds, or its resin, including hash and 

marijuana concentrate. The term includes an altered state of marijuana absorbed into the human 

body. The term does not include hemp, or fiber produced from the stalks, oil or cake made 

from the seeds of the plant, sterilized seed of the plant which is incapable of germination, or 

the weight of any other ingredient combined with marijuana to prepare topical or oral 

administrations, food, drink, or other products; 

(5) "Marijuana accessory," any equipment, product, or material, which is specifically designed for 

use in planting, propagating, cultivating, growing, harvesting, manufacturing, compounding, 

converting, producing, processing, preparing, testing, analyzing, packaging, repackaging, 

storing, containing, ingesting, inhaling, or otherwise introducing marijuana into the human 

body. 

§2. Laws not limited or affected by this article.  

Notwithstanding the provisions of this article, this article does not limit or affect laws that prohibit 

or otherwise regulate: 

(1) Delivery or distribution of marijuana or marijuana accessories, with or without consideration, 

to a person younger than twenty-one years of age; 

(2) Purchase, possession, use, or transport of marijuana or marijuana accessories by a person 

younger than twenty-one years of age; 

(3) Consumption of marijuana by a person younger than twenty-one years of age; 

(4) Operating or being in physical control of any motor vehicle, train, aircraft, motorboat, or other 

motorized form of transport while under the influence of marijuana; 

(5) Consumption of marijuana while operating or being in physical control of a motor vehicle, 

train, aircraft, motorboat, or other motorized form of transport, while it is being operated; 

(6) Smoking marijuana within a motor vehicle, aircraft, motorboat, or other motorized form of 

transport, while it is being operated; 

(7) Possession or consumption of marijuana or possession of marijuana accessories on the grounds 

of a public or private preschool, elementary school, or high school, in a school bus, or on the 

grounds of any correctional facility; 

(8) Smoking marijuana in a location where smoking tobacco is prohibited; 

(9) Consumption of marijuana in a public place, other than in an area licensed by the department 

for consumption; 

(10) Consumption of marijuana as part of a criminal penalty or a diversion program; 

(11) Conduct that endangers others; 

(12) Undertaking any task under the influence of marijuana, if doing so would constitute negligence 

or professional malpractice; or  

(13) Performing solvent-based extractions on marijuana using solvents other than water, glycerin, 

propylene glycol, vegetable oil, or food grade ethanol, unless licensed for this activity by the 

department. 

§3. Employment--Public and private property.  

Notwithstanding the provisions of this article, this article does not: 

(1) Require that an employer permit or accommodate conduct allowed by this article; 

(2) Affect an employer's ability to restrict the use of marijuana by employees; 
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(3) Limit the right of a person who occupies, owns, or controls private property from prohibiting 

or otherwise regulating conduct permitted by this article on or in that property; or 

(4) Limit the ability of the state or a local government to prohibit or restrict any conduct otherwise 

permitted under this article within a building owned, leased, or occupied by the state or the 

local government. 

§4. Acts that are not unlawful.  

Subject to the limitations in this article, the following acts are not unlawful and shall not be an 

offense under state law or the laws of any local government within the state or be subject to a civil 

fine, penalty, or sanction, or be a basis for detention, search, or arrest, or to deny any right or privilege, 

or to seize or forfeit assets under state law or the laws of any local government, if the person is at 

least twenty-one years of age: 

(1) Possessing, using, ingesting, inhaling, processing, transporting, delivering without 

consideration, or distributing without consideration one ounce or less of marijuana, except that 

not more than eight grams of marijuana may be in a concentrated form; 

(2) Possessing, planting, cultivating, harvesting, drying, processing, or manufacturing not more 

than three marijuana plants and possessing the marijuana produced by the plants, provided: 

(a) The plants and any marijuana produced by the plants in excess of one ounce are kept at one 

private residence, are in a locked space, and are not visible by normal, unaided vision from 

a public place; 

(b) Not more than six plants are kept in or on the grounds of a private residence at one time; 

and 

(c) The private residence is located within the jurisdiction of a local government where there 

is no licensed retail store where marijuana is available for purchase pursuant to this article; 

(3) Assisting another person who is at least twenty-one years of age, or allowing property to be 

used, in any of the acts permitted by this section; and 

(4) Possessing, using, delivering, distributing, manufacturing, transferring, or selling to persons 

twenty-one years of age or older marijuana accessories. 

§5. Civil penalties.  

(1) A person who, pursuant to § 4 of this article, cultivates marijuana plants that are visible by 

normal, unaided vision from a public place is subject to a civil penalty not exceeding two 

hundred and fifty dollars. 

(2) A person who, pursuant to § 4 of this article, cultivates marijuana plants that are not kept in a 

locked space is subject to a civil penalty not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars. 

(3) A person who, pursuant to § 4 of this article, cultivates marijuana plants within the jurisdiction 

of a local government where marijuana is available for purchase at a licensed retail store is 

subject to a civil penalty not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars, unless the cultivation of 

marijuana plants is allowed through local ordinance or regulation pursuant to § 10. 

(4) A person who smokes marijuana in a public place, other than in an area licensed for such 

activity by the department, is subject to a civil penalty not exceeding one hundred dollars. 

(5) A person who is under twenty-one years of age and possesses, uses, ingests, inhales, transports, 

delivers without consideration or distributes without consideration one ounce or less of 

marijuana or possesses, delivers without consideration, or distributes without consideration 

marijuana accessories is subject to a civil penalty not to exceed one hundred dollars. The person 

shall be provided the option of attending up to four hours of drug education or counseling in 

lieu of the fine. 

§6. Power and duties of department.  

The department shall have the exclusive power, except as otherwise provided in § 10, to license 

and regulate the cultivation, manufacture, testing, transport, delivery, and sale of marijuana in the 
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state and to administer and enforce this article. The department shall accept applications for and issue, 

in addition to any other types of licenses the department deems necessary: 

(1) Licenses permitting commercial cultivators and manufacturers of marijuana to cultivate, 

process, manufacture, transport, and sell marijuana to marijuana wholesalers; 

(2) Licenses permitting independent marijuana testing facilities to analyze and certify the safety 

and potency of marijuana; 

(3) Licenses permitting marijuana wholesalers to package, process, and prepare marijuana for 

transport and sale to retail sales outlets; and 

(4) Licenses permitting retail sales outlets to sell and deliver marijuana to consumers. 

§7. Promulgation of rules.  

Not later than April 1, 2022, the department shall promulgate rules and issue regulations necessary 

for the implementation and enforcement of this article. The rules shall be reasonable and shall 

include: 

(1) Procedures for the issuance, renewal, suspension, and revocation of licenses; 

(2) Application, licensing, and renewal fees, not to exceed the amount necessary to cover the costs 

to the department of implementing and enforcing this article; 

(3) Time periods, not to exceed ninety days, by which the department must issue or deny an 

application; 

(4) Qualifications for licensees; 

(5) Security requirements, including lighting and alarm requirements, to prevent diversion; 

(6) Testing, packaging, and labeling requirements, including maximum tetrahydrocannabinol 

levels, to ensure consumer safety and accurate information; 

(7) Restrictions on the manufacture and sale of edible products to ensure consumer and child 

safety; 

(8) Health and safety requirements to ensure safe preparation and to prohibit unsafe pesticides; 

(9) Inspection, tracking, and record-keeping requirements to ensure regulatory compliance and to 

prevent diversion; 

(10) Restrictions on advertising and marketing; 

(11) Requirements to ensure that all applicable statutory environmental, agricultural, and food and 

product safety requirements are followed; 

(12) Requirements to prevent the sale and diversion of marijuana to persons under twenty-one years 

of age; and 

(13) Civil penalties for the failure to comply with rules adopted pursuant to this article. 

§8. Number of licenses.  

In determining the appropriate number of licenses to issue, as required under this article, the 

department shall: 

(1) Issue enough licenses to substantially reduce the illicit production and sale of marijuana 

throughout the state; and 

(2) Limit the number of licenses issued, if necessary, to prevent an undue concentration of licenses 

in any one municipality. 

§9. Conduct permitted by license--Contracts--Professional services.  

Actions and conduct by a licensee, a licensee's employee, and a licensee's agent, as permitted 

pursuant to a license issued by the department, or by those who allow property to be used by a 

licensee, a licensee's employee, or a licensee's agent, as permitted pursuant to a license issued by the 

department, are not unlawful and shall not be an offense under state law, or the laws of any local 

government within the state, or be subject to a civil fine, penalty, or sanction, or be a basis for 

detention, search, or arrest, or to deny any right or privilege, or to seize or forfeit assets under state 
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law, or the laws of any local government within the state. No contract is unenforceable on the basis 

that marijuana is prohibited by federal law. A holder of a professional or occupational license is not 

subject to professional discipline for providing advice or services related to marijuana licensees or 

applications on the basis that marijuana is prohibited by federal law. 

§10. Local ordinances.  

A local government may enact ordinances or regulations governing the time, place, manner, and 

number of licensees operating within its jurisdiction. A local government may ban the establishment 

of licensees or any category of licensee within its jurisdiction. A local government may allow for 

cultivation at private residences within its jurisdiction that would otherwise not be allowed under 

subsection 4(2)(c) so long as the cultivation complies with subsections 4(2)(a) and 4(2)(b) and the 

other requirements of this article. A local government may not prohibit the transportation of 

marijuana through its jurisdiction on public roads by any person licensed to do so by the department 

or as otherwise allowed by this article. 

§11. Excise tax--Use of revenue.  

An excise tax of fifteen percent is imposed upon the gross receipts of all sales of marijuana sold 

by a person licensed by the department pursuant to this article to a consumer. The Legislature may 

adjust this rate after November 3, 2024. The department shall by rule establish a procedure for the 

collection of this tax and shall collect the tax. The revenue collected under this section shall be 

appropriated to the department to cover costs incurred by the department in carrying out its duties 

under this article. Fifty percent of the remaining revenue shall be appropriated by the Legislature for 

the support of South Dakota public schools and the remainder shall be deposited into the state general 

fund. 

§12. Compliance with administrative procedures act--Mandamus.  

Any rule adopted by the department pursuant to this article must comply with chapter 1-26 of the 

South Dakota Codified Laws. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the department is entitled to 

appeal the decision in accordance with chapter 1-26 of the South Dakota Codified Laws. If by April 

1, 2022, the department fails to promulgate rules required by this article, or if the department adopts 

rules that are inconsistent with this article, any resident of the state may commence a mandamus 

action in circuit court to compel performance by the department in accordance with this article. 

§13. Annual report.  

The department shall publish an annual report that includes the number and type of licenses issued, 

demographic information on licensees, a description of any enforcement or disciplinary action taken 

against licensees, a statement of revenues and expenses of the department related to the 

implementation, administration, and enforcement of this article, and a statement of taxes collected in 

accordance with this article, and an accounting for how those revenues were disbursed. 

§14. Marijuana for medical use--Hemp.  

Not later than April 1, 2022, the Legislature shall pass laws to: 

(1) Ensure access to marijuana beyond what is set forth in this article by persons who have been 

diagnosed by a health care provider, acting within the provider's scope of practice, as having a 

serious and debilitating medical condition and who are likely to receive therapeutic or 

palliative benefit from marijuana; and 

(2) Regulate the cultivation, processing, and sale of hemp. 

§15. Construction of article--Severability.  

This article shall be broadly construed to accomplish its purposes and intents. Nothing in this 

article purports to supersede any applicable federal law, except where allowed by federal law. If any 

provision in this article or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid or 

unconstitutional, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect other provisions or 

applications of the article that can be given effect without the invalid or unconstitutional provision 

or application, and to this end the provisions of this article are severable. 
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circuit courts ................................................................................................................. Art. V - see Circuit Courts 

emergency succession to office .............................................................................................................. Art.III,§29 
judicial power vested in courts ................................................................................................................ Art. V, §1 

separation from executive and legislative powers ......................................................................................... Art. II  

limited jurisdiction courts ....................................................................................................................... Art. V, §4 
open at all times .................................................................................................................................. Art. VI, §20 

Supreme Court .............................................................................................................Art. V - see Supreme Court 

transition of judicial system, Supreme Court rules ................................................................................ Art. V, §13 

Crimes and Offenses 
attainder by Legislature prohibited...................................................................................................... Art. VI, §22 
cruel punishment prohibited ................................................................................................................ Art. VI, §23 

disqualification from service in Legislature by conviction of infamous crime ....................................... Art. III, §4 

public funds, making of private profit from as felony ......................................................................... Art. XI, §11 
voting disqualifications by conviction of felony .................................................................................. Art. VII, §2 

Criminal Prosecutions 
confrontation of witnesses, right to ....................................................................................................... Art. VI, §7 

defense in person or by counsel, right to ............................................................................................... Art. VI, §7 

double jeopardy prohibited ................................................................................................................... Art. VI, §9 
impeachment of officer, criminal prosecution after ............................................................................. Art. XVI, §3 

nature and cause of accusation, demand for .......................................................................................... Art. VI, §7 
presentment, indictment or information required ................................................................................ Art. VI, §10 

self-incrimination, privilege against ...................................................................................................... Art. VI, §9 

speedy trial, right to .............................................................................................................................. Art. VI, §7 

D 

Divorce 
special laws granting divorces prohibited ............................................................................................ Art. III, §23 

Double Jeopardy 
criminal prosecution twice for same offense prohibited ........................................................................ Art. VI, §9 

impeachment twice for same offense prohibited ................................................................................. Art. XVI, §8 
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Drainage 
public purpose, districts, and assessments authorized ......................................................................... Art. XXI, §6 

Due Process 
deprivation of life, liberty or property without due process prohibited ................................................. Art. VI, §2 

E 

Elections 
absence from state, residence not lost by ............................................................................................. Art. VII, §2 

absentee voting .............................................................................................................. Art. VI, § 19; Art. VII, §3 
administration of elections ................................................................................................................... Art. VII, §3 

age requirement for electors ................................................................................................................. Art. VII, §2 

attorney general..................................................................................................................................... Art. IV, §7 
commissioner of school and public lands .............................................................................................. Art. IV, §7 

constitutional amendment, election on ........................................................................................ Art. XXIII, §§1,3 

constitutional convention, election on .............................................................................................. Art. XXIII, §2 
county boundary changes, approval by voters required ......................................................................... Art. IX, §1 

free and equal elections ................................................................................................... Art. VI, §19; Art. VII, §1 

Governor and Lieutenant Governor ...................................................................................................... Art. IV, §2 
home rule charter, election on adoption ................................................................................................ Art. IX, §2 

legislative elections, houses as judges of election returns ...................................................................... Art. III, §9 

qualifications of voters ......................................................................................................................... Art. VII, §2 
residence requirement for electors ....................................................................................................... Art. VII, §2 

right to vote .......................................................................................................................................... Art. VII, §1 

secret ballot  ........................................................................................................................................ Art. VI, §28 
secretary of state ................................................................................................................................... Art. IV, §7 

soldiers, absentee voting by ................................................................................................................ Art. VI, §19 

state auditor ........................................................................................................................................... Art. IV, §7 
state capital, selection by voters ................................................................................................................. Art. XX 

state treasurer ........................................................................................................................................ Art. IV, §7 

townships, election required to abolish ................................................................................................. Art. IX, §1 

Electricity 
manufacture and distribution as work of necessity and importance .................................................. Art. XIII, §12 
pledge of state property and credit authorized ................................................................................... Art. XIII, §13 

Elevators 
state operation of elevators permitted............................................................................................... Art. XXIX, §1 

Eminent Domain 
appeal to jury, right not to be deprived ............................................................................................ Art. XVII, §18 

corporations to remain subject to eminent domain ............................................................................ Art. XVII, §4 
just compensation required ........................................................................................ Art. VI, §13; Art. XVII, §18 

Executive and Administrative Departments 
appointment and removal of supervising officers.................................................................................. Art. IV, §9 

reorganization ....................................................................................................................................... Art. IV, §8 

Exemptions From Process 
wholesome law exempting property from process required ................................................................ Art. XXI, §4 

F 

Ferries 
special laws authorizing ferries prohibited ........................................................................................... Art. III, §23 

Fines, Penalties and Forfeitures 
remission by Governor .......................................................................................................................... Art. IV, §3 

remission by special law prohibited ..................................................................................................... Art. III, §23 
school purposes, application to ........................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §3 

Flour Mills  
state operation of flour mills permitted ............................................................................................ Art. XXIX, §1 

Franchises 
special laws granting franchises prohibited .......................................................................................... Art. III, §23 

Freedom of Press 
constitutional guaranty .......................................................................................................................... Art. VI, §5 
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Freedom of Speech 
constitutional guaranty .......................................................................................................................... Art. VI, §5 

legislative speech or debate not to be questioned ................................................................................. Art. III, §11 

G 

Gambling 
Deadwood gambling ............................................................................................................................ Art. III, §25 

Legislature not to authorize game of chance, lottery, or gift enterprise ................................................ Art. III, §25 
State lottery .......................................................................................................................................... Art. III, §25 

Governor 
administrative officers and agencies, powers concerning ...................................................................... Art. IV, §3 

armed forces, powers concerning .......................................................................................................... Art. IV, §3 
commander-in-chief of armed forces .................................................................................................... Art. IV, §3 

election ................................................................................................................................................. Art. IV, §2 

execution of laws .................................................................................................................................. Art. IV, §3 
executive power vested in Governor ..................................................................................................... Art. IV, §1 

reorganization of executive and administrative departments and agencies ............................................ Art. IV, §8 

separation from legislative and judicial powers ............................................................................................ Art. II  
impeachment of Governor, lieutenant governor not to act .................................................................. Art. XVI, §6 

presiding judge of Supreme Court to preside at trial ........................................................................... Art. XVI, §2 

Legislature, convening special sessions ................................................................................................ Art. IV, §3 
limitation of number of consecutive terms ............................................................................................ Art. IV, §2 

message to Legislature .......................................................................................................................... Art. IV, §3 

public moneys, statement of receipts and expenditures to be included ................................................. Art. XII, §4 
pardons, commutations and reprieves, power to grant .......................................................................... Art. IV, §3 

powers and duties .................................................................................................................................. Art. IV, §3 

qualifications for office ......................................................................................................................... Art. IV, §2 
separation of executive from legislative and judicial powers ........................................................................ Art. II  

Supreme Court opinion, power to require ............................................................................................... Art. V, §5 

term of office ........................................................................................................................................ Art. IV, §2 
vacancies in office, appointment by Governor ...................................................................................... Art. IV, §3 

executive and administrative officers .................................................................................................... Art. IV, §9 

judicial vacancies .................................................................................................................................... Art. V, §7 
legislative vacancies............................................................................................................................. Art. III, §10 

vacancy in office, continuous absence from state or disability, succession to executive powers ........... Art. IV, §6 

veto power over legislation ................................................................................................................... Art. IV, §4 
initiative and referendum measures, power not applicable ..................................................................... Art. III, §1 

Grand Jury 
abolition or modification of grand jury permitted ............................................................................... Art. VI, §10 

presentment or indictment required in criminal prosecution ............................................................... Art. VI, §10 

H 

Habeas Corpus 
suspension of writ prohibited ................................................................................................................ Art. VI, §8 

Hail Insurance 
public purpose, districts, and assessments ........................................................................................... Art. XXI, §8 

Hemp 
cultivation, processing, and sale of hemp ........................................................................................ Art. XXX, §14 

Highways 
good roads as works of necessity and importance ............................................................................... Art. XIII, §9 
motor vehicle and fuel taxes earmarked for highway purposes ............................................................. Art. XI, §8 

right of way taken, fee remains in owner ............................................................................................ Art. VI, §13 

special laws relating to streets, alleys, and public ground prohibited ................................................... Art. III, §23 
tax exemption of property used for highway purposes .......................................................................... Art. XI, §6 

Homestead 
exemption of homestead from forced sale required ............................................................................. Art. XXI, §4 
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I  

Impeachment of Officers 
conviction, two-thirds vote of senate required .................................................................................... Art. XVI, §2 

criminal prosecution after impeachment proceedings ......................................................................... Art. XVI, §3 

double jeopardy applicable to impeachment ....................................................................................... Art. XVI, §8 
Governor on trial, lieutenant governor not to act................................................................................. Art. XVI, §6 

presiding officer in trial of Governor or lieutenant governor .............................................................. Art. XVI, §2 

grounds for impeachment .................................................................................................................... Art. XVI, §3 
house to have sole power of impeachment .......................................................................................... Art. XVI, §1 

majority of house required for impeachment ...................................................................................... Art. XVI, §1 

notice of charges served on person accused ........................................................................................ Art. XVI, §7 
removal of officers not subject to impeachment .................................................................................. Art. XVI, §4 

suspension from duty pending trial ..................................................................................................... Art. XVI, §5 

trial by senate ...................................................................................................................................... Art. XVI, §2 

Indians 
jurisdiction of Indian lands, disclaimer by state ...................................................................................... Art. XXII  

taxation of patented Indian lands ............................................................................................................ Art. XXII  

Indictments and Presentments- requirement in criminal prosecutions ................................................. Art. VI, §10 

Initiative and Referendum 
constitutional amendment, proposal by initiative ............................................................................. Art. XXIII, §1 
constitutional convention, proposal by initiative .............................................................................. Art. XXIII, §2 

power reserved by people, implementation ............................................................................................ Art. III, §1 

Insurance 
hail insurance as public purpose, districts, and assessments ................................................................ Art. XXI, §8 

Internal Improvement 
state works of internal improvement authorized ......................................................................... Art. XIII, §§1, 16 

Interstate Succession 
special laws relating to succession prohibited ...................................................................................... Art. III, §23 

Investment Council 
cement plant sale trust fund............................................................................................................... Art. XIII, §20 
educational enhancement trust fund ..................................................................................................... Art. XII, §6 

health care trust fund ............................................................................................................................ Art. XII, §5 

permanent school and other fund investment .................................................................................... Art. VIII, §11 

Iowa 
boundaries with state of Iowa .................................................................................................................. Art. I, §2 

Irrigation  
public purpose, districts, and assessments authorized ......................................................................... Art. XXI, §7 

J 

Judges 
disciplinary actions ................................................................................................................................. Art. V, §9 
judicial qualifications commission, creation, and functions .................................................................... Art. V, §9 

Legislature, disqualification from service in .......................................................................................... Art. III, §3 

qualifications........................................................................................................................................... Art. V, §6 

Jury Trials 
eminent domain, damages for taking under ..................................................................................... Art. XVII, §18 
libel prosecutions, determination of fact and law .................................................................................. Art. VI, §5 

reduced juries, legislative provision for ................................................................................................ Art. VI, §6 

right of jury trial inviolate ..................................................................................................................... Art. VI, §6 
three-fourths vote, decision by in civil cases ......................................................................................... Art. VI, §6 

Justices of the Peace 
Legislature, justices not disqualified from serving in ............................................................................. Art. III, §3 

L 

Labor Unions 
right to work not abridged by requiring or prohibiting union membership............................................ Art. VI, §2 

Legislature 
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adjournment 
 consent of other house required to adjourn for more than three days ............................................ Art.III,§16 

 place of adjournment ................................................................................................................... Art. III, §16 

 quorum not present, adjournment from day-to-day ....................................................................... Art. III, §9 
annual sessions of Legislature ................................................................................................................ Art. III, §6 

time of convening .................................................................................................................................. Art. III, §7 

appointment of executive officers of principal state departments approval of senate ............................ Art. IV, §9 
appointment to other office during legislative term prohibited............................................................. Art. III, §12 

arrest of member, privilege against during session............................................................................... Art. III, §11 

attendance by members, power of houses to compel .............................................................................. Art. III, §9 
bills and resolutions amendment in house other than house of origin .................................................. Art. III, §20 

effective date of acts ............................................................................................................................ Art. III, §22 

emergency clause, bills containing ....................................................................................................... Art. III, §22 
referendum provisions not applicable .................................................................................................... Art. III, §1 

enacting clause, form ........................................................................................................................... Art. III, §18 

final passage, yeas and nays entered on journal ................................................................................... Art. III, §18 
introduction in either house .................................................................................................................. Art. III, §20 

majority vote required in each house ................................................................................................... Art. III, §18 

one subject expressed in title ................................................................................................................ Art. III, §21 
reading required ................................................................................................................................... Art. III, §17 

signing by presiding officers of houses ................................................................................................ Art. III, §19 

special and private laws, restrictions on ............................................................................................... Art. III, §23 
title to express subject .......................................................................................................................... Art. III, §21 

veto power of Governor ........................................................................................................................ Art. IV, §4 
bribery and corrupt solicitation to be defined and punished ................................................................. Art. III, §28 

committee of the whole, open sessions required .................................................................................. Art. III, §15 

constitutional amendment, procedure for proposal ........................................................................... Art. XXIII, §1 
constitutional convention, duties ...................................................................................................... Art. XXIII, §2 

criminal convictions disqualifying for service in Legislature .......................................................... Art. III, §§4,28 

delegation of powers, restrictions on .................................................................................................... Art. III, §26 
districts for election of legislators, readjustment required after federal census ...................................... Art. III, §5 

election of members, each house as judge of own returns ...................................................................... Art. III, §9 

emergency continuation of governmental functions, providing for ...................................................... Art. III, §29 
executive department reorganization, approval ..................................................................................... Art. IV, §8 

forfeiture of office for failure to take or violation of oath ...................................................................... Art. III, §8 

free debate, privileges protecting ......................................................................................................... Art. III, §11 
journal of proceedings required............................................................................................................ Art. III, §13 

elections by Legislature, votes entered ................................................................................................. Art. III, §14 

final passage, yeas and nays entered .................................................................................................... Art. III, §18 
signing of bills and resolutions entered in journal ................................................................................ Art. III, §19 

length of sessions of Legislature ............................................................................................................ Art. III, §6 

lieutenant governor as president of senate ............................................................................................. Art. IV, §5 

local government units, power to organize and classify ........................................................................ Art. IX, §1 

message from Governor, contents ......................................................................................................... Art. IV, §3 

mileage allowances for legislators ......................................................................................................... Art. III, §6 
minority representation in Legislature..................................................................................................... Art. XXV  

number of legislators.............................................................................................................................. Art. III, §2 

oath of office required of legislators ...................................................................................................... Art. III, §8 
officers and employees of houses, selection and fixing of pay ............................................................... Art. III, §9 

open sessions of house and committee of the whole ............................................................................ Art. III, §15 

power vested in Legislature ................................................................................................................... Art. III, §1 
president of senate ................................................................................................................................ Art. IV, §5 

private laws, restrictions on.................................................................................................................. Art. III, §23 

public contract, interest of legislator prohibited ................................................................................... Art. III, §12 
public office, appointment to during legislative term prohibited .......................................................... Art. III, §12 

public officers disqualified from serving as legislators .......................................................................... Art. III, §3 

qualifications of legislators .................................................................................................................... Art. III, §3 
each house as judge of qualifications ..................................................................................................... Art. III, §9 

quorum of houses ................................................................................................................................... Art. III, §9 

reapportionment required after federal census ....................................................................................... Art. III, §5 
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regular sessions of Legislature ............................................................................................................... Art. III, §6 
time of convening .................................................................................................................................. Art. III, §7 

reorganization of executive department, approval ................................................................................. Art. IV, §8 

rules of proceedings, determination by houses ....................................................................................... Art. III, §9 
rules of Supreme Court, power of change ............................................................................................. Art. V, §12 

separation of legislative from executive and judicial powers ........................................................................ Art. II  

special laws, restrictions on.................................................................................................................. Art. III, §23 
special sessions convened by Governor ................................................................................................ Art. IV, §3 

special sessions convened by legislative petition ................................................................................. Art. III, §31 

tax rates, two thirds required ............................................................................................................... Art. XI, §13 
terms of office of members .................................................................................................................... Art. III, §6 

term limitations for members ................................................................................................................. Art. III, §6 

two houses of Legislature ...................................................................................................................... Art. III, §1 
vacancies in office, appointments to fill ............................................................................................... Art. III, §10 

valuation, two thirds required ............................................................................................................. Art. XI, §13 

voting in Legislature  
 elections by Legislature, voice vote taken ................................................................................... Art. III, §14 

 final passage, yeas and nays entered on journal .......................................................................... Art. III, §18 

lieutenant governor, power to vote ............................................................................................... Art. IV, §5 
 veto by Governor, two-thirds vote required to override ............................................................... Art. IV, §4 

 yeas and nays taken at request of one-sixth ................................................................................. Art. III, §13 

Libel or Slander 
jury trial on facts and law ...................................................................................................................... Art. VI, §5 
legislative debate privileged ................................................................................................................. Art. III, §11 

truth as defense in civil and criminal prosecutions ................................................................................ Art. VI, §5 

Lieutenant Governor 
election ................................................................................................................................................. Art. IV, §2 

impeachment of Governor, Lieutenant Governor not to act at trial ..................................................... Art. XVI, §6 

Supreme Court judge to preside .......................................................................................................... Art. XVI, §2 

limitation on number of consecutive terms ........................................................................................... Art. IV, §2 

powers and duties .................................................................................................................................. Art. IV, §5 
president of senate ................................................................................................................................ Art. IV, §5 

qualifications for office ......................................................................................................................... Art. IV, §2 

succession to powers of Governor........................................................................................................... Art.IV,§6 
term of office ......................................................................................................................................... Art. IV,§2 

vacancy in office or disability of lieutenant governor ........................................................................... Art. IV, §6 

voting in senate ..................................................................................................................................... Art. IV, §5 

Local Government 
home rule charter .................................................................................................................................. Art. IX, §2 

initiative for cooperation ....................................................................................................................... Art. IX, §4 

intergovernmental cooperation .............................................................................................................. Art. IX, §3 
organization .......................................................................................................................................... Art. IX, §1 

Lotteries 
Legislature not to authorize lottery, exceptions .................................................................................... Art. III, §25 

M 

Marijuana 
awful use of marijuana ...................................................................................................................... Art. XXX, §4 
marijuana for medical use ............................................................................................................... Art. XXX, §14 

regulation of marijuana ..................................................................................................................... Art. XXX, §6 

Marriage 
only between man and woman  ........................................................................................................... Art. XXI, §9 

Married Women 
separate property not liable for debts of husband ................................................................................ Art. XXI, §5 

Mentally Ill and Retarded Persons 
property of persons under disability, special laws providing 
for sale or mortgage prohibited ............................................................................................................ Art. III, §23 

voting, disqualification......................................................................................................................... Art. VII, §2 

Mileage Allowance 
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legislators, allowance for ....................................................................................................................... Art. III, §6 

Military Forces 
ages of service in militia ......................................................................................................................... Art. V, §1 
arrest, privilege against during attendance at muster ............................................................................ Art. XV, §5 

bonuses authorized for veterans 

 World War I veterans ............................................................................................................... Art. XIII, §18 
 World War II veterans .............................................................................................................. Art. XIII, §19 

composition of state militia .................................................................................................................. Art. XV, §1 

conscientious objectors not required to do military duty ...................................................................... Art. XV, §7 
definition of armed forces ................................................................................................................. Art. XIII, §19 

federal regulations, conformity to in organization of militia ................................................................ Art. XV, §3 
Governor as commander-in-chief, powers ............................................................................................ Art. IV, §3 

Legislature, officers of militia not disqualified from serving in ............................................................. Art. III, §3 

officers of militia, commissioning, and removal .................................................................................. Art. XV, §4 

organization and discipline of militia ................................................................................................... Art. XV, §2 

quartering in houses, restrictions on .................................................................................................... Art. VI, §16 

records, banners and relics, maintenance by adjutant general .............................................................. Art. XV, §6 
subordination to civil power................................................................................................................ Art. VI, §16 

voting at place of duty ......................................................................................................................... Art. VI, §19 

voting residence not lost by absence from state ................................................................................... Art. VII, §2 

Minnesota 
boundaries with state of Minnesota .......................................................................................................... Art. I, §2 

Minors 
property of persons under disability, special laws providing for sale or mortgage prohibited .............. Art. III, §23 

Monopolies 
prohibition of combines and trusts, enforcement............................................................................. Art. XVII, §20 

Montana 
boundaries with the state of Montana ....................................................................................................... Art. I, §2 

Municipal Improvements 
delegation of municipal powers to special commission 

or private corporation or association prohibited ................................................................................... Art. III, §26 

drainage as public purpose .................................................................................................................. Art. XXI, §6 
irrigation as public purpose ................................................................................................................. Art. XXI, §7 

special assessments for local improvements authorized ...................................................................... Art. XI, §10 

Municipalities 
borrowing power restricted, debt limitation based on assessed valuation ............................................ Art. XIII, §4 
home rule charters, adoption and affect ................................................................................................ Art. IX, §2 

classification of local government units ................................................................................................ Art. IX, §1 

debt limitation based on assessed valuation ........................................................................................ Art. XIII, §4 
delegation of municipal powers to special commission or   

 private corporation or association prohibited .............................................................................. Art. III, §26 

incorporation of municipalities, special laws incorporating municipalities prohibited ......................... Art. III, §23 
indebtedness to municipality, release by Legislature prohibited .......................................................... Art. III, §24 

initiative provisions applicable in municipalities .................................................................................. Art.  III, §1 

intergovernmental cooperation .............................................................................................................. Art. IX, §3 
local government cooperation, petition for............................................................................................ Art. IX, §4 

organization of local government units .................................................................................................. Art. IX §1 

plats of townsites, additions and subdivisions, special laws prohibited ................................................ Art. III, §23 
referendum provisions applicable in municipalities ............................................................................... Art. III, §1 

special assessments for public improvements authorized .................................................................... Art. XI, §10 

special laws relating to municipalities, restrictions on ......................................................................... Art. III, §23 
street railway, consent of authorities required ................................................................................. Art. XVII, §10 

taxing powers restricted retirement of debt, levy for ........................................................................... Art. XIII, §5 

uniformity of tax for corporate purposes ............................................................................................. Art. XI, §10 

N 

National Guard 
See Military Forces ..................................................................................................................................... Art XV  

Nebraska 
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boundaries with state of Nebraska............................................................................................................ Art. 1, §2 

North Dakota 
boundaries with state of North Dakota ..................................................................................................... Art. 1, §2 
adjustment of debts and liabilities of territory of Dakota .................................................................... Art. XIII, §6 

Agreement by joint commission concerning territorial records, books, and archives ..................... Art. XXVI, §23 

Notaries Public 
Legislature, notaries not disqualified from serving in ............................................................................ Art. III, §3 

O 

Oaths 
civil officers generally, oath required .................................................................................................. Art. XXI, §3 

legislators, oath of office required of ..................................................................................................... Art. III, §8 

P 

Packing Houses 
state operation of packing houses permitted ..................................................................................... Art. XXIX, §1 

Pardons and Paroles 
Governor's power to grant ..................................................................................................................... Art. IV, §3 

Penitentiary 
constitutional status as state institution ............................................................................................... Art. XIV, §1 

governance .......................................................................................................................................... Art. XIV, §2 

Perjury 
disqualification from service in Legislature by conviction ..................................................................... Art. III, §4 

Permanent School Fund - establishment and use of fund .......................................................... Art. VIII, §§2,3,11 

 - See School Fund 

Process 
foreign corporation to have agent for receipt of process in state ....................................................... Art. XVII, §6 

Public Contracts 
legislator's interest in contract prohibited ............................................................................................. Art. III, §12 

Public Funds 
annual statement of receipts and expenditures ................................................................ Art. XI, §12; Art. XII, §4 

appropriation required for disbursement of public funds................................................... Art. XI, §9; Art. XII, §1 

education enhancement trust fund ........................................................................................................ Art. XII, §6 
failure to pay over public moneys, disqualifying for service in Legislature ........................................... Art. III, §4 

health care trust fund ............................................................................................................................ Art. XII, §5 

private profit from public funds as felony ........................................................................................... Art. XI, §11 
warrant required for disbursement ....................................................................................................... Art. XII, §1 

Public Lands 
disclaimer of right and title to federal public lands ................................................................................. Art. XXII  

tax exemption of federal property ........................................................................................................... Art. XXII  

Public Officers and Employees 
bribery and corrupt solicitation to be defined and punished ................................................................. Art. III, §28 

disqualification by conviction of bribery or corrupt solicitation........................................................... Art. III, §28 
emergency succession to office ............................................................................................................ Art. III, §29 

executive officers of principal state departments, appointment, removal .............................................. Art. IV, §9 

impeachment and removal from office..................................................................................................... Art. XVI  
 - See Impeachment of Officers 

legislative houses, selection and fixing of pay of officers, employees ................................................... Art. III, §9 

legislator disqualified from other public office during term  .................................................................. Art. III, §3 
Legislature, officers disqualified from serving as members of ............................................................... Art. III, §3 

oath of office required ......................................................................................................................... Art. XXI, §3 
removal of officers not subject to impeachment .................................................................................. Art. XVI, §4 

vacancies in office, appointments to fill ................................................................................................ Art. IV, §3 

judicial vacancies .................................................................................................................................. Art. V, §11 

legislative vacancies............................................................................................................................. Art. III, §10 
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R 

Railroads 
annual report of financial condition, publication ............................................................................. Art. XVII, §12 

common carriers, status of railroads as ........................................................................................... Art. XVII, §15 

competing lines, consolidation prohibited ....................................................................................... Art. XVII, §14 
connecting lines and service ............................................................................................................ Art. XVII, §16 

discriminatory practices, legislative power to prevent .................................................................... Art. XVII, §17 

forfeiture of property and franchises as means of enforcing laws ................................................... Art. XVII, §17 
public stock records and reports required ........................................................................................ Art. XVII, §12 

rates and charges subject to legislative regulation ........................................................................... Art. XVII, §15 

right of way taken, fee remains in owner ............................................................................................ Art. VI, §13 
rolling stock subject to execution .................................................................................................... Art. XVII, §13 

street railway, consent of local authorities required ........................................................................ Art. XVII, §10 

Real Property 
corporation, restrictions on real estate held ....................................................................................... Art. XVII, §7 

Reapportionment 
legislative reapportionment required after federal census ...................................................................... Art. III, §5 

Redfield State Hospital and School 
constitutional status as state institution ............................................................................................... Art. XIV, §1 
governance .......................................................................................................................................... Art. XIV, §2 

Referendum 
power reserved by people, implementation ............................................................................................ Art. III, §1 

Register of Deeds 
Legislature, disqualification from service in .......................................................................................... Art. III, §3 

Religion 
conscientious objectors not compelled to do military duty ................................................................... Art. XV, §7 

establishment of religion prohibited ...................................................................................................... Art. VI, §3 
freedom of religion ............................................................................................................................... Art. VI, §3 

compact with United States ..................................................................................................................... Art. XXII  

schools to be free from sectarian influence ....................................................................................... Art. VIII, §16 
compact with United States ..................................................................................................................... Art. XXII  

textbooks may be loaned ................................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §20 

Right To Work 
union membership, requiring or prohibiting prohibited......................................................................... Art. VI, §2 

Rural Credits 
state system of credit authorized ......................................................................................................... Art. XIII, §1 

S 

Salaries or Compensation 
increase of salary, legislator disqualified from office which salary increased during term ................... Art. III, §12 

special laws increasing compensation during term prohibited ............................................................. Art. III, §23 
two-thirds vote required to change salary of constitutional officer...................................................... Art. XXI, §2 

judges .................................................................................................................................................... Art. V, §11 

legislative officers and employees, fixing of pay for .............................................................................. Art. III, §9 

School and Public Lands 
commissioner, election, and term of office ........................................................................................... Art. IV, §7 
defense against unauthorized claims ................................................................................................. Art. VIII, §14 

leases for agricultural and grazing purposes ........................................................................................ Art. VIII, §9 

disapproval of lease by Governor ...................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §12 
mineral lease income, payment into permanent fund ........................................................................ Art. VIII, §18 

mineral rights reserved to state.......................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §19 

occupancy, claim not acquired by ..................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §10 
protection against trespass or unlawful appropriation ....................................................................... Art. VIII, §14 

sale of lands 

 advertising for sale ..................................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §5 
 appraisal before sale ................................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §4 

 commissioner to conduct sales ................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §6 

 disapproval by Governor .......................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §12 
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 Governor's approval required ..................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §6 
 price of sale ................................................................................................................................ Art. VIII, §5 

 proceeds paid into permanent fund ............................................................................................. Art. VIII, §2 

 selection of lands for sale ........................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §4 
 subdivisions in which sold ......................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §5 

 terms of sale ............................................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §5 

title to land, when conveyed................................................................................................................ Art. VIII, §6 

School Districts 
debt limitation based on assessed valuation ........................................................................................ Art. XIII, §4 
tax levy for retirement of debt ............................................................................................................. Art. XIII, §5 

School Fund 
diversion from school purposes prohibited ......................................................................................... Art. VIII, §3 

interest and income, annual distribution .............................................................................................. Art. VIII, §3 
investment restrictions ...................................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §11 

county loan of permanent school and endowment funds ............................................................... Art. XXVIII, §1  

disapproval of investment by Governor ............................................................................................ Art. VIII, §12 
losses made good by state ................................................................................................................. Art. VIII, §13 

mineral lease income, payment into fund .......................................................................................... Art. VIII, §18 

principal to remain inviolate ............................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §2 
sources of fund .................................................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §2 

School of Mines and Technology 
constitutional status as state institution ............................................................................................... Art. XIV, §3 

control by board of regents ................................................................................................................. Art. XIV, §3 

mining and metallurgy to be taught ..................................................................................................... Art. XIV, §5 

Schools 
free public-school system required...................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §1 

compact with United States ..................................................................................................................... Art. XXII  

officers of school district not to be interested in contract for sales to schools ................................... Art. VIII, §17 

local government cooperation, petition for............................................................................................ Art. IX, §4 

sectarian influence, freedom from required ....................................................................................... Art. VIII, §16 

compact with United States ..................................................................................................................... Art. XXII  
special laws for management of common schools prohibited .............................................................. Art. III, §23 

taxation for support of schools .......................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §15 

teachers not to be interested in contracts for sales to schools ............................................................ Art. VIII, §17 

Search and Seizure 
unreasonable search and seizure prohibited ........................................................................................ Art. VI, §11 

Secretary of State 
election ................................................................................................................................................. Art. IV, §7 
Legislature, disqualification from service in .......................................................................................... Art. III, §3 

term limitation ...................................................................................................................................... Art. IV, §7 

term of office ........................................................................................................................................ Art. IV, §7 

Self-Incrimination 
privilege against self-incrimination ....................................................................................................... Art. VI, §9 

bribery and corrupt solicitation, privilege abrogated ............................................................................ Art. III, §28 

Sentence 
executive clemency ............................................................................................................................... Art. IV, §3 

suspension of execution by court ............................................................................................................ Art. V, §5 

Sheriff 
Legislature, disqualification from service in .......................................................................................... Art. III, §3 

Slander 
legislative debate privileged ................................................................................................................. Art. III, §11 

South Dakota State University 
constitutional status as state institution ............................................................................................... Art. XIV, §3 

control by board of regents ................................................................................................................. Art. XIV, §3 

State Auditor 
annual statement of receipts and expenditures .................................................................................... Art. XI, §12 

election ................................................................................................................................................. Art. IV, §7 
term limitation ...................................................................................................................................... Art. IV, §7 
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term of office ........................................................................................................................................ Art. IV, §7 

State Boundaries 
description of boundaries ......................................................................................................................... Art. 1, §2 

State Capital 
delegation of power of selection prohibited ......................................................................................... Art. III, §26 

selection by voters ..................................................................................................................................... Art. XX 

State Colleges 
constitutional status as state institutions .............................................................................................. Art. XIV, §3 

control by board of regents ................................................................................................................. Art. XIV, §3 

State Credit 
home credit loans .............................................................................................................................. Art. XIII, §17 
rural credit system ............................................................................................................................... Art. XIII, §1 

State Debt 
internal improvements, debt authorized for .................................................................................. Art. XIII, §§1,16 

limit on debt incurred for general state purposes ................................................................................. Art. XIII, §2 
tax levy to pay debt ............................................................................................................................. Art. XIII, §2 

Territorial debt assumed................................................................................................................. Art. XIII, §§6,7 

additional to other state debt ............................................................................................................... Art. XIII, §3 
compact with United States ..................................................................................................................... Art. XXII  

refunding bonds authorized ............................................................................................................ Art. XIII, §§2,8 

State Institutions 
board of regents, composition, and appointment ................................................................................. Art. XIV, §3 

charitable institutions enumerated ....................................................................................................... Art. XIV, §1 
governance .......................................................................................................................................... Art. XIV, §2 

educational institutions, enumeration, and control .............................................................................. Art. XIV, §3 

lands for support of institutions defense against unauthorized claims ............................................... Art. VIII, §14 
disapproval of sale or lease by Governor .......................................................................................... Art. VIII, §12 

lease for agricultural and grazing purposes ......................................................................................... Art. VIII, §9 

mineral lease income, distribution to institutional funds ................................................................... Art. VIII, §18 
occupancy, claim not acquired by ..................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §10 

protection against trespass and unlawful appropriation ..................................................................... Art. VIII, §14 

sale of lands ........................................................................................................................................ Art. VIII, §8 
mining and metallurgy to be taught in at least one institution ............................................................. Art. XIV, §5 

penal institutions enumerated .............................................................................................................. Art. XIV, §1 

governance .......................................................................................................................................... Art. XIV, §2 
perpetual funds for support of institutions, sources ............................................................................. Art. VIII, §7 

investment and safeguarding of funds ............................................................................................... Art. VIII, §11 

disapproval of investment by Governor ............................................................................................ Art. VIII, §12 
losses made good by state ................................................................................................................. Art. VIII, §13 

principal of funds never diminished .................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §7 

State of South Dakota 
actions against state, authorization by Legislature ............................................................................... Art. III, §27 
boundaries of state ................................................................................................................................... Art. I, §2 

division of powers of government ................................................................................................................. Art. II  

indebtedness to state, release by Legislature prohibited ....................................................................... Art. III, §24 
name of state ............................................................................................................................................ Art. I, §1 

transition from territorial government, schedule, and ordinance for ....................................................... Art. XXVI  

State School for the Blind 
constitutional status as state institution ............................................................................................... Art. XIV, §3 

control by board of regents ................................................................................................................. Art. XIV, §3 

State School for the Deaf 
constitutional status as state institution ............................................................................................... Art. XIV, §3 
control by board of regents ................................................................................................................. Art. XIV, §3 

State Seal 
design and description ......................................................................................................................... Art. XXI, §1 

State Treasurer 
annual statement of receipts and expenditures .................................................................................... Art. XI, §12 

election ................................................................................................................................................. Art. IV, §7 
term limitation ...................................................................................................................................... Art. IV, §7 
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term of office ........................................................................................................................................ Art. IV, §7 

Statutes 
effective date of acts ............................................................................................................................ Art. III, §22 
emergency clause, statutes containing .................................................................................................. Art. III, §22 

referendum not applicable ...................................................................................................................... Art. III, §1 

enacting clause initiative, laws approved under ..................................................................................... Art. III, §1 
Legislature, laws enacted by ................................................................................................................ Art. III, §18 

one subject expressed in title ................................................................................................................ Art. III, §21 

private laws, restrictions on.................................................................................................................. Art. III, §23 
special laws, restrictions on.................................................................................................................. Art. III, §23 

suspension of laws restricted to Legislature ........................................................................................ Art. VI, §21 
title to express subject .......................................................................................................................... Art. III, §21 

Subpoena 
defense witnesses in criminal case, right to process for ........................................................................ Art. VI, §7 

Supreme Court 
appellate jurisdiction ............................................................................................................................... Art. V, §5 

appointment of personnel ...................................................................................................................... Art. V, §11 

attorneys, admission, and disciplinary powers ...................................................................................... Art. V, §12 
chief justice 

 administrative head of unified judicial system ............................................................................. Art. V, §11 

 selection and resignation ................................................................................................................ Art. V, §8 
 disciplining judges and justices ...................................................................................................... Art. V, §9 

Governor 

 determination of continuous absence from state or disability ....................................................... Art. IV, §6 
 requiring opinion of justices ........................................................................................................... Art. V, §5 

justices 

 appointment ................................................................................................................................... Art. V, §7 
 candidacy for non-judicial office.................................................................................................. Art. V, §10 

 chief justice, selection, and resignation .......................................................................................... Art. V, §8 

 circuit judge, sitting as ................................................................................................................. Art. V, §11 
 disciplinary actions ........................................................................................................................ Art. V, §9 

 number and districts ....................................................................................................................... Art. V, §2 

 practice of law prohibited ............................................................................................................. Art. V, §10 
 qualifications .................................................................................................................................. Art. V, §6 

 retention election ............................................................................................................................ Art. V, §7 

 retired justices performing judicial duties .................................................................................... Art. V, §11 
 term of office.................................................................................................................................. Art. V, §7 

 vacancy, appointment to fill ........................................................................................................... Art. V, §7 
original jurisdiction ................................................................................................................................. Art. V, §5 

rule-making power ................................................................................................................................ Art. V, §12 

superintendence over inferior courts ..................................................................................................... Art. V, §12 
transition of judicial system, rules for ................................................................................................... Art. V, §13 

writs issued by court ............................................................................................................................... Art. V, §5 

T 

Taxation 
annual state levy for ordinary expenses ................................................................................................. Art. XI, §1 

banking, taxation of property used in .................................................................................................... Art. XI, §4 

benevolent, educational, and charitable property exempt from taxation................................................ Art. XI, §6 
classification of property for tax purposes ............................................................................................ Art. XI, §2 

school tax purposes, classification for ............................................................................................... Art. VIII, §15 

consent of people or Legislature required ........................................................................................... Art. VI, §17 
corporations, power to tax not to be surrendered or suspended ............................................................. Art. XI, §3 

deficiency in operating expenses, levy to pay ....................................................................................... Art. XI, §1 

delegation of power to levy taxes to special commission or  

 private corporation or association prohibited .............................................................................. Art. III, §26 

exemptions from taxation - benevolent, educational, and charitable purposes, property used for ......... Art. XI, §6 

highway purposes, property used for .................................................................................................... Art. XI, §6 
personal property within individual exemptions ................................................................................... Art. XI, §6 
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publicly owned property ....................................................................................................................... Art. XI, §5 
unauthorized exemptions void .............................................................................................................. Art. XI, §7 

fuel tax proceeds to be used for highways ............................................................................................. Art. XI, §8 

highway properties exempt from taxation ............................................................................................. Art. XI, §6 
highway user taxes, disposition of proceeds ......................................................................................... Art. XI, §8 

inheritance, taxes prohibited ............................................................................................................... Art. XI, §15 

incomes, taxes on .................................................................................................................................. Art. XI, §2 
individual exemptions from taxation ..................................................................................................... Art. XI, §6 

moneys and credits, Legislature to tax .................................................................................................. Art. XI, §4 

motor vehicle tax proceeds to be used for highways ............................................................................. Art. XI, §8 
municipal taxing powers restricted..................................................................................................... Art. X, §§1,2 

uniformity of rate for corporate purposes ............................................................................................ Art. XI, §10 

nonresident owners not to be discriminated against ................................................................................ Art. XXII  
object of tax to be stated in law ............................................................................................................. Art. XI, §8 

privileges, franchises and licenses, tax on ............................................................................................. Art. XI, §2 

progressive taxation of income permitted ............................................................................................. Art. XI, §2 
public property exempt from taxation ................................................................................................... Art. XI, §5 

compact with United States with respect to federal property .................................................................. Art. XXII  

rate increases ................................................................................................................................ Art. XI, §13, §14 
school taxes authorized ..................................................................................................................... Art. VIII, §15 

special assessments for local improvements authorized ...................................................................... Art. XI, §10 

state indebtedness, levy to pay .............................................................................................................. Art. XI, §1 
irrepealably tax when debt incurred .................................................................................................... Art. XIII, §2 

treasury, taxes for state purposes paid into ............................................................................................ Art. XI, §9 
uniformity on property of same class .................................................................................................... Art. XI, §2 

municipal taxes to be uniform ............................................................................................................. Art. XI, §10 

Telephone and Telegraph 
competing lines, consolidation prohibited ....................................................................................... Art. XVII, §11 

connection of lines .......................................................................................................................... Art. XVII, §11 
right of way for telegraph lines ....................................................................................................... Art. XVII, §11 

Term Limitations 
term limitations for attorney general, auditor, commissioner 

 of school and public lands, secretary of state and treasurer .......................................................... Art. IV, §7 

term limitations for Congressmen ........................................................................................................ Art. III, §32 
term limitations for Governor ............................................................................................................... Art. IV, §2 

term limitations for legislators ............................................................................................................... Art. III, §6 

Townships 
abolition, election required.................................................................................................................... Art. IX, §1 
debt limitation based on assessed valuation ........................................................................................ Art. XIII, §4 

local government cooperation, petition for............................................................................................ Art. IX, §4 

special laws regulating township affairs prohibited ............................................................................. Art. III, §23 
tax levy retirement of debt .................................................................................................................. Art. XIII, §5 

Training Schools 
constitutional status as state institution ............................................................................................... Art. XIV, §1 

governance .......................................................................................................................................... Art. XIV, §2 

Treason 
attainder prohibited ............................................................................................................................. Art. VI, §22 

definition of treason ............................................................................................................................ Art. VI, §25 
evidence required to convict ............................................................................................................... Art. VI, §25 

Trust Funds 
cement plant - trust fund principal to remain inviolate ...................................................................... Art. XIII, §21 

cement plant - trust fund for proceeds of the sale .............................................................................. Art. XIII, §20 
education enhancement trust fund ........................................................................................................ Art. XII, §6 

health care trust fund ............................................................................................................................ Art. XII, §5 



 The Mount Rushmore State  Page 77 

U 

United States 
state as inseparable part of Union........................................................................................................ Art. VI, §26 

University of South Dakota 
constitutional status as state institution ............................................................................................... Art. XIV, §3 

control by board of regents ................................................................................................................. Art. XIV, §3 

V 

Veterans 
bonuses authorized for veterans 

 World War I veterans ............................................................................................................... Art. XIII, §18 
 World War II veterans .............................................................................................................. Art. XIII, §19 

definition of armed forces ................................................................................................................. Art. XIII, §19 

W 

War 
continuation of governmental functions after enemy attack, Legislature to provide for ....................... Art. III, §29 

Warehouses 
state operation of warehouses permitted .......................................................................................... Art. XXIX, §1 

Witnesses 
confrontation by witnesses in criminal prosecution .............................................................................. Art. VI, §7 

self-incrimination, privilege against ...................................................................................................... Art. VI, §9 

treason, witnesses required to convict ................................................................................................. Art. VI, §25 

Wyoming 
boundaries with state of Wyoming ........................................................................................................... Art. I, §2 

Y 

Yankton State Hospital 
constitutional status as state institution ............................................................................................... Art. XIV, §1 
governance .......................................................................................................................................... Art. XIV, §2 
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State Seal and State Emblems 

Great Seal of the State of South Dakota 

The original design of the Great Seal of South Dakota, along with the motto ñUnder God the People 

Ruleò, was first suggested by Dr. Joseph Ward, the founder of Yankton College. At the conclusion 

of the Constitutional Convention of 1885 the ultimate design and motto were adopted and then 

modified in 1889 in Article XXI, Miscellaneous, Section 1, of the Original State Constitution, which 

reads: 

Seal and Coat of Arms. The design of the Great Seal of Dakota 

shall be as follows: A circle within which shall appear in the left 

foreground, a smelting furnace and other features of mining 

work. In the left  

background, a range of hills. In the right foreground, a farmer at 

his plow. In the right background, a herd of cattle and a field of 

corn. 

Between the two parts thus described shall appear a river bearing 

a steamboat. Properly divided between the upper and lower edges 

of the circle shall appear the legend, "Under God the People 

Rule," which shall be the motto of the State of South Dakota. 

Exterior to this circle and within a circumscribed circle shall 

appear in the upper part the words "State of Dakota," in the lower 

part the words "Great Seal" and the date in Arabic numerals of 

the year in which the state shall be admitted to the Union. 

It is noted that this adoption occurred four years prior to South Dakota being admitted as a state. The 

wording from 1885 was changed from ñState of Dakotaò to ñState of South Dakotaò in 1889. 

The color interpretation of the Great Seal was not standardized until a Mitchell, SD, artist, Richard 

Cropp, designed the official color version in magic marker as the basis for all reproductions. This 

version was later revised by John Moisan from Fort Pierre, who was commissioned by Governor Bill 

Janklow in 1986, to create an official painted version from which all future replications are now 

based. In January 2016, John G. Moisan penned the following letter, documenting his memories of 

the State Seal: 

In 1982, I transferred from the Department of Public Safety to the Bureau of Administration by, 

then Governor, Bill Janklow to be a forms management specialist. My job was to consolidate state 

forms and reduce the number and quantity of forms used by state government and to, somehow, 

cause agencies to share information, rather than each collecting their own data. My ñfirstò job, 

however, quickly changed as the Governor found [out] about my artistic ability and directed me 

to paint a colored version of the South Dakota State Seal for his office. 

In my research, I found the ñofficialò South Dakota State Seal in the Secretary of Stateôs vault in 

the basement of the Capitol. The ñofficialò state seal was a black and white drawing colored with 

magic marker that had faded to white over time. That seal was listed in SDCL and included the 

artistôs name and specifications. The seal in the vault was on white paper glued to a piece of foam 

core board and in very poor condition. I returned the seal to the vault and never used it. 

After I described the situation to Governor Janklow, he directed me to paint a new official state 

seal that would be hung in his office. I assumed that he had coordinated with the Secretary of State 

at the time.  
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I set about, then, to recreate the new state seal for the Governorôs Office. Over a period of about 

8 weeks, I painted the new official state seal using acrylic paint on acid free board using the 

descriptions of color and panorama of the State Seal described in SDCL. The completed seal was 

then permanently glued to a mahogany frame and hung behind Governor Janklowôs desk. Once 

the State Seal was hung in the Governorôs Office, SDCL was changed to reflect the official 

changes: 

1-6-1.  State seal adopted--Reproductions. There is hereby adopted as the official 

colored seal of the State of South Dakota, a reproduction of the seal, described 

in article XXI, section 1 of the Constitution of the State of South Dakota, and 

made in conformity therewith but whose proportions and colored detail are set 

out specifically in accord with an original painting of the great seal produced by 

John G. Moisan of Fort Pierre and shall be the basis for all reproductions of the 

great seal of the State of South Dakota. 

At one point, I rescued that very same State Seal from going to surplus property from a Governorôs 

staff person because ñthe Governor didnôt like itò and it was rehung behind the Governorôs desk. 

I assume it is still there today. Since then, the version of the State Seal which hangs behind the 

Governorôs desk has been the basis for all state seal duplications, as well as the reproductions of 

the South Dakota State Flag. To my knowledge, there is no notification on the State Seal that it is 

the ñOfficialò State Seal. 

The State Seal is not public domain. Permission must be granted by the Secretary of State, the 

Custodian of the Seal, for its use. This was enacted by the legislature to protect the image of the state 

seal and to ensure its tasteful and respectful display. 

The Official State Seal was transferred from State Archives to the Secretary of Stateôs Office in 

January 2017, where it is on public display in the lobby. 
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State Flag and Pledge  

The current, official South Dakota State Flag features the state seal surrounded by a golden blazing 

sun in a field of sky blue. Letters reading ñSouth Dakota, The Mount Rushmore Stateò ï the official 

state nickname are arranged in a circle around the sun. However, the original flag or banner had a 

different design. 

 

Front and reverse sides of the original State Flag 

 

Original Flag Stand ï ñOriginal 1909 Design of the Flag of South Dakotaò ï Ida Anding McNeil ï Member of 

GFWC [General Federation of Womenôs Clubs] Pierre Womenôs Club 

South Dakota had no official state flag until 1909. As recounted in Wiiyohi Bulletin, Volume II, 

November 1, 1948: ñIn 1909 Senator Ernest May of Deadwood came into the Historical Society 

office. Seth Bullock wanted a state flag. May asked Doane Robinson about it and was told by 

Robinson that Ida Anding, now Mrs. McNeil, former operator of KGFX radio of Pierre, who was 

then a stenographer in the Historical offices, would design him a flag. She did. It was a blazing sun, 

on an azure (blue) background. May liked the design, Senate Bill 208 was introduced. Later, on the 

floor, he moved that óon the reverse of the blazing sun shall appear the Great Seal of the State of 

South Dakota in dark blue.ô This was adopted and the bill passed. Money to buy two flags was 

appropriated. One went to the Secretary of State, and Seth Bullock of Camp No. 1, United Spanish 

Veterans of South Dakota, got the other.ò 

The state flag was then designed by Ida M. Anding, legislative librarian, in 1909, according to the 

following specifications: ñThe Flag of South Dakota shall consist of a field of blue, one and two-

thirds as long as it is wide, in the center of which shall be a blazing sun in gold, two-fifths as wide in 

diameter as the width of the flag. Above this sun shall be arranged in the arc of the circle, in gold 

letters, the words óSouth Dakotaô and below this sun in the arc of the circle shall be arranged the 

words in gold letters, óThe Sunshine Stateô, and on the reverse of the blazing sun shall be printed in 

dark blue the Great Seal of the State of South Dakota. The edges of the flag shall be trimmed with a 

fringe of gold, to be in proportion to the width of the flag. The staff shall be surmounted by a 

spearhead to which shall be attached cord and tassels of suitable length and size.ò  

This was the only official state flag until the year 1963. It became increasingly evident by this time 

that the cost to manufacture a flag with a different emblem on each side was expensive to the degree 
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that there were few South Dakota state flags in existence, 

and they were seldom flown. In the legislature of 1963, 

House Bill 503, introduced by Representative William 

Sahr of Hughes County, was enacted and approved by the 

Governor on March 11, 1963. 

It appears this was a wise decision, as the cost of the 

South Dakota state flag was greatly reduced, and more 

requests for the state flag were made than ever before. In 

1992, a measure sponsored by State Representative 

Gordon Pederson of Pennington County, South Dakota, 

changed the wording on the flag to read ñThe Mount 

Rushmore Stateò. Codified law now reads as follows: 

§1-6-4. State flag - Description.  

The state flag or banner shall consist of a field of sky-

blue one and two-thirds as long as it is wide. Centered on 

such field shall be the great seal of South Dakota made 

in conformity with the terms of the Constitution, which 

shall be four-ninths, the width of the flag in diameter. The 

seal shall be on a white background with the seal outlined 

in dark blue or, in the alternative, shall be on a sky-blue 

background with the seal outlined in dark blue thereon. 

Surrounding the seal in gold shall be a serrated sun 

whose extreme width shall be five-ninths the width of the flag. The words ñSouth Dakotaò 

symmetrically arranged to conform to the circle of the sun and seal shall appear in gold letters one-

eighteenth the width of the field above the sun and seal and the words ñThe Mount Rushmore Stateò 

in like-sized gold letters and in like arrangement shall appear below the sun and seal. Flags designed 

of such material as may be provident for outdoor use need have no fringe but flags for indoor and 

display usage shall have a golden fringe one-eighteenth the width of the flag on the three sides other 

than the hoist. 

Of the two Original State Flags that were 

appropriated and made, one is maintained by 

State Archives at the Cultural Heritage Center. 

The other Official 1909 State Flag was placed 

back on public display in the Secretary of 

Stateôs Office in October 2015. 

The Pledge to the State Flag is:  

ñI pledge loyalty and support to the flag and 

state of South Dakota, land of sunshine, land 

of infinite variety.ò 

The pledge to the flag and to the state may not preempt, replace, or be recited before the pledge of 

allegiance to the flag of the United States. 
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State Song ï "Hail South Dakota"  

The official state song was adopted in 1943. It is a marching song, composed by Deecort Hammitt.  
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State Animal ï Coyote  

(canis latrans) 

Named the state animal in 1949, the coyote is a 

natural and adaptable predator of small game and 

rodents, hunting the open prairies and fields over the 

entire state. The coyote occurs in greatest numbers 

along the Missouri River, its tributaries, and in the 

Black Hills. The coyote appears often in the 

traditions and tales of Native Americans, usually as 

a very savvy and clever beast. 

 

 

State Bird ï Ring-Necked Pheasant 
(phasianus colchicus) 

Native to Asia, the Ring-Necked Pheasant was 

first successfully introduced to Spink County, 

South Dakota in 1908 by A.E. Cooper and E.L. 

Ebbert. Easily recognized by its colorful plumage, 

the pheasant is also known for its delicious meat. 

Since it is primarily a Midwestern bird, pheasant 

is considered a delicacy in many states. The Ring-

Necked Pheasant officially earned the state bird 

designation in 1943. 

 

State Soil ï Houdek Soil  

Houdek was designated the state soil in 1990. According to 

the United States Department of Agriculture:  

Houdek soil, a deep, well drained, loamy soil, represents 

many soils formed in South Dakota under the influence of 

prairie grass. The surface layer is dark colored from 

decayed plants and other material that has been deposited 

over thousands of years. 

Houdek soil is of major economic importance to South 

Dakota because the productive Houdek soils are often used 

for cropland and rangeland. Small grains, corn, 

sunflowers, and soybeans are commonly grown crops. 

Alfalfa and grassïalfalfa mixtures provide hay and pasture 

for grazing livestock. Large areas of Houdek soil are in 

native range. Crops and grasses grown on the Houdek soil 

also provide habitat for wildlife. 
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State Drink ï Milk   

(lac vacuum) 

Dairy producers are one of the major industries in South 

Dakota, producing nearly 246 million gallons of milk in 

2014 and generating approximately $427 million in sales 

annually. Milk was adopted as the official state drink in 

1986. 

 

 

 

State Insect ï Honeybee  
(apis mellifera L) 

South Dakota is a leader in honey production. In 

recognition of its importance to the stateôs farm 

economy, the honeybee was adopted as the state 

insect in 1978. The stateôs mild, clear, clover honey 

is often shipped out-of-state to be blended with 

darker honey. 

 

State Fossil ï Triceratops 

A horned dinosaur of the late Cretaceous period 

(about 66 to 68 million years ago) is the state 

fossil. The Triceratops was an herbivorous 

ceratopsid (quadrupedeal), who may have used 

its horns and frill for combat or display in 

courtship. Discovered in Harding County in 

1927, the skeleton is now on display in Rapid 

City at the Museum of Geology, South Dakota 

School of Mines and Technology. 

  

State Grass ï Western Wheatgrass 
(pascopyrum/agropyron smithii) 

This variety of wheat is a common grass that is one of the few 

found throughout South Dakota. It is a long lived, cool season 

species that has coarse blue-green leaves with prominent veins. 

Because of this bluish appearance, it has sometimes been called 

bluestem wheatgrass or blue joint. The sheaths are hairy, and 

the purplish auricles typically clasp the stem. It is grown 

primarily as feed for livestock and harvested for its seed. 

Western Wheatgrass was named the state grass in 1970. 
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State Flower ï American Pasque 

(pulsatilla hirsutissima) 

Also called the May Day flower, the American Pasque 

grows wild throughout the state. In 1903, South Dakota 

law set forth that ñthe floral emblem of this state shall 

be the American pasque flower with the motto óI lead.ôò 

South Dakota is the only state which has an emblem 

with a motto instead of simply a flower. The blooming 

of these five-petal, lavender flowers is one of the first 

signs of spring in South Dakota. The pasque is a member 

of the anemone family. 

 

State Jewelry ï Black Hills Gold  

Black Hills Gold jewelry was first created in the 

1870s by French goldsmith Henri LeBeau. Today, 

this beautiful jewelry is created and manufactured 

exclusively in the Black Hills. Each design 

incorporates the motif of grape clusters and leaves in 

tricolor combinations of green, rose, and yellow 

gold, making it easily recognizable. The state 

jewelry was designated in 1988. 

 

State Gemstone ï Fairburn Agate 

Fairburn Agate is a semiprecious stone that was 

first discovered near Fairburn, South Dakota. 

Found primarily in an area extending from 

Orella, Nebraska, to Farmingdale, South Dakota, 

it is used in jewelry and is a favorite of rock 

collectors. Fairburn agates are noted for their 

strikingly contrasted, thin bands of natural 

colors, generally yellowish-brown with narrow 

opaque white bands, or dark red with white 

bands. This designation was made in 1966. 

 

 

State Mineral ï Rose Quartz 

This pink colored quartz was discovered near Custer, 

South Dakota, in the 1880s. It is mined in the southern 

Black Hills and is used primarily for ornaments and 

jewelry. In South Dakota, the color of rose quartz ranges 

from the pale shades of pink to rose-pink to rose-red. 

Occasionally, it has a faint purplish or lavender cast. This 

designation was made in 1966. 
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State Nickname ï  

The Mount Rushmore State  

The state nickname became official in 1992. The 

Mount Rushmore State refers to the mountain 

sculpture created by Gutzon Borglum over a period 

of 14 years. Before that South Dakota was known as 

the "Sunshine State"; the "Coyote State"; the 

ñArtesian Stateò, the ñBlizzard Stateò; ñThe Land of 

Plentyò; and ñThe Land of Infinite Variety.ò 

 

 

State Fish ï Walleye  

(stizostedion vitreum) 

Designated as the state fish in 1992, the walleye is the fish 

most sought after by South Dakota anglers, not only 

because it is one of the most challenging adversaries, but 

because of its delicious and delicate taste. Found in lakes 

and rivers across the state, walleyes are most common in 

the Missouri River system and in the glacial lakes area of 

northeastern South Dakota. The Museum of Wildlife, 

Science, and Industry, in Webster, is designated as the 

site of the State Fishing Museum.  

 

State Musical Instrument ï Fiddle 

The fiddle was designated the official state musical 

instrument in 1989. Fiddle is another name for the bowed 

string musical instrument more often called a violin. It is 

also a colloquial term for the instrument used by players 

in all genres, including classical music. Fiddle is also a 

common term among musicians who play folk music on 

the violin. Wilbur Foss, a Scotland, South Dakota, native, 

organized the South Dakota Old Time Fiddlers 

Association. The association has been in existence for 

over thirty years. 
 

State Tree ï Black Hills Spruce  

(picea glauca densata) 

The Black Hills Spruce, named in 1947, as the state tree, is a member 

of the evergreen family. Black Hills Spruce is a naturally occurring 

variety of white spruce native to South Dakota. The pyramid shaped 

tree is characterized by dense foliage of short, blueïgreen needles and 

slender cones. The largest spruce tree is 95 feet tall with a canopy 

spread of 42 feet. The Black Hills Spruce is very wind firm, not 

damaged by heavy snow or ice storms, and can live 80 or more years 

in windbreaks. Deer will normally not eat this species unless nothing 

else is available. 
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State Dessert ï Kuchen  

This quintessential German Russian pastry is a 

sweet dough crust filled with custard, which is 

served plain or studded with fruit, such as prunes, 

peaches, blueberries, and apples. Kuchen was 

designated as the official state dessert in 2000. 

 

 

 

 

State Bread ï Frybread 

Frybread has been part of Native American 

family meals for generations. A mixture of flour, 

sugar, salt and oil, the dough is then fried in hot 

oil. Frybread is served both at home and public 

events, such as fairs and pow-wows. With 

House Bill 1205, the 2005 Legislature 

designated fry bread as the official bread of 

South Dakota. 

 

 

State ñNoshò/Food ï Chislic  

While Chislic may vary slightly in preparation from 

region to region, it is traditionally prepared very simply. 

Cubed mutton or lamb (or alternately beef or venison), 

generally no bigger than a half-inch, are cooked in a 

deep fryer. After cooking, while the meat cools on a 

paper towel, it is flavored with garlic salt, or other 

varieties of seasoned salts. The cubes are eaten hot, 

using toothpicks. With Senate Bill 96, the 2018 

Legislature designated Chislic as the official food or 

ñnoshò of South Dakota. 

 

State Sport ï Rodeo 

Rodeos are rooted in South Dakota history, as 

people across the state gather to both watch and 

participate. They are a time-honored tradition 

throughout the state. Rodeos are generally 

comprised of the following events: tie-down roping, 

team roping, steer wrestling, saddle bronc riding, 

bareback bronc riding, bull riding, and barrel racing. 

These events are divided into two basic categories:  

the rough stock events and the timed events. Rodeo 

became the official sport of the State of South 

Dakota in 2003.  



Page 90 2025 South Dakota Legislative Manual  

State Indigenous Musical Instrument 

ï Traditional ñDakotaò Flute  

The Dakota flute is one of the oldest instruments 

in North America. Its current form arose in the 

1980ôs and utilizes a Japanese-style tuning. 

While it is specifically recognized as the Dakota 

flute in the bill, the term Dakota can be used to 

represent the Oceti Sakowin (oh-CHEH-tee shah-

KOH-wee) language as a general term. This 

includes both the Nakota and Lakota languages.  

This designation was made in 2022. 

 

State Quilt ï Star Quilt  

Patterns for this quilt are composed of small 

diamond pieces sewn together to create a large 

eight-point star that encompasses the entire quilt 

top. These quilts grew out of the tradition of 

Lakota, Nakota, Dakota warriors being honored 

when they returned from a battle, hunt, or vision 

quest. 

Star Quilts represent honor and generosity to the 

Lakota people. They may be used to mark events, 

honoring those who have passed, and many other 

achievements. 

The Star Quilt recognizes our Lakota, Nakota, 

Dakota culture, artists, and quilters. It became the 

official quilt of South Dakota in 2022. 
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State Hall of Fame  

The South Dakota Hall of Fame is a nonprofit, governmental organization, recognizing South 

Dakotans who have contributed to our stateôs progress, forged our way of life, and shaped our values. 

The Hall of Fame honors those who built our great state and those who continue to contribute to 

future developments. It is dedicated exclusively to the preservation and extension of our stateôs 

heritage. 

The Hall of Fame was established in 1974 and was originally located in Fort Pierre. The State 

Legislature officially recognized the South Dakota Hall of Fame in 1996. The doors opened at its 

permanent location in Chamberlain on June 3, 2000. 

Each year the South Dakota Hall of Fame hosts an induction ceremony, during which up to 10 

individuals may be inducted into one of the following Categories of Recognition: 

Å Agriculture  ï Farm & Ranch, Farm, Ranch, Business 

Å Arts & Entertainment  ï Actor, Actress, Artist, Film, Media, Musician, Occupation, 

Photography, Sculptor, Writer. 

Å General ï Education, Military, Political, Religion, Native American Heritage 

Å Professional ï Business Leader, Inventor, Law, Medical Advancement, Medical Field, 

Philanthropy, Researcher, Scientist, Technology/Computer Science, Sports 

The South Dakota Hall of Fame Inductees for 2023: 

Å Dr. Robert Arnio  

Lead, SD 

Professional 

Å Bruce Bad Moccasin 

Pierre, SD 

Business 

Å Walt Bones, III 

Parker, SD 

Agriculture 

Å Dr. Thomas ñTomò Dean 

Wessington Springs, SD 

Professional 

Å Dr. Joseô-Marie Griffiths  

London, England  

Education 

Å Dr. Pamela ñPamò Homan 

Sioux Falls, SD  

Education 
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Å Gary Mule Deer 

Spearfish, SD  

Arts and Entertainment 

Å Larry Rohrer  

Sioux Falls, SD  

Arts and Entertainment 

Å Hani Shafai 

Beit Lahia, Palestine 

Business 

Å Adam Vinatieri  

Rapid City, SD  

Sports 

 

The South Dakota Hall of Fame Inductees for 2024: 

Å Bryan Akipa  

Sisseton, SD 

Arts and Entertainment 

Å Jim Entenman 

Sioux Falls, SD 

Professional 

Å Jeff Hazard 

Sioux Falls, SD 

General 

Å Hugh Ingalls 

Faith, SD 

Agriculture 

Å Arlouine Gay Kingman 

Eagle Butte, SD  

Education 

Å Jan Manolis 

Huron, SD  

General 

Å Judith Knittel Meierhenry  

Gregory, SD  

Professional 

Å Dr. Peggy Gordon Miller 

Mayfield, KY  

Education 

Å Greg Sands 

Aberdeen, SD 

Business 

Å Dean Sorenson 

Sioux Falls, SD  

Arts and Entertainment 
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Official Directory of State Government 

United States of America Legislative Branch 
South Dakota Congressional Delegation 

John Thune, U.S. Senate Majority Leader ......................................................................... Sioux Falls 

M. Michael Rounds, U.S. Senate ........................................................................................ Fort Pierre 

Dustin ñDustyò Johnson, U.S. Representative at Large .......................................................... Mitchell 

United States of America Executive Branch 
Donald Trump, President ............................................................................................ Palm Beach, FL 

JD Vance, Vice President ............................................................................................ Cincinnati, OH 

United States of America Judicial Branch 
South Dakota District Judges 

Roberto Lange, Chief Judge .............................................................................................. Sioux Falls 

Karen E. Schreier, Judge ................................................................................................... Sioux Falls 

Lawrence L. Piersol, Judge ................................................................................................ Sioux Falls 

Laura L. Kulm Ask, Bankruptcy Judge ............................................................................. Sioux Falls 

Veronica Duffy, Magistrate Judge ..................................................................................... Sioux Falls 

Camela C. Theeler, Judge ................................................................................................... Rapid City 

Daneta Wollmann, Magistrate Judge .................................................................................. Rapid City 

Eric C. Schulte, Judge................................................................................................................. Pierre 

Mark A. Moreno, Magistrate Judge ............................................................................................ Pierre 

Charles B. Kornmann, Judge ................................................................................................ Aberdeen  

South Dakota Legislative Branch 
Senate Leadership - 2025 

Tonnis H. Venhuizen .............................................................................................................President 

Chris Karr ........................................................................................................ President Pro Tempore 

Jim Mehlhaff ............................................................................................................. Majority Leader 

Carl Perry ................................................................................................... Assistant Majority Leader 

Randy Deibert ............................................................................................................... Majority Whip 

Kevin Jensen ................................................................................................................. Majority Whip 

Sue Peterson ................................................................................................................. Majority Whip 

Tom Pischke ................................................................................................................. Majority Whip 

Liz Larson.................................................................................................................  Minority Leader 

Jamie Smith ................................................................................................ Assistant Minority Leader 

Red Dawn Foster ......................................................................................................... Minority Whip 

Ernie Otten .........................................................................................................Appropriations Chair 

Senate Standing Committees ï 2025 
**Denotes Chair  *Denotes Vice-Chair 

Agriculture and Natural Resources 

**Tom Pischke (R) 

*Kevin Jensen (R) 

Sydney Davis (R) 

Helene Duhamel (R) 

Sam Marty (R) 

Michael Rohl (R) 

Curt Voight (R) 

Appropriations   

**Ernie Otten (R) 

*Mark Lapka (R) 

John Carley (R) 

Red Dawn Foster (D) 

Taffy Howard (R) 

 

Paul Miskimins (R) 

Glen Vilhauer (R) 

 

Mykala Voita (R) 

Larry Zikmund (R) 
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Commerce and Energy: 

**Casey Crabtree (R) 

*Sue Peterson (R) 

Arch Beal (R) 

Randy Deibert (R) 

Joy Hohn (R) 

 

Chris Karr (R) 

Steve Kolbeck (R) 

 

Liz Larson (D) 

Carl Perry (R)

Education: 

**Kyle Schoenfish (R) 

*Curt Voight (R) 

Sam Marty (R) 

Lauren Nelson (R) 

Sue Peterson (R) 

Stephanie Sauder (R) 

Jamie Smith (D) 

Government Operations and Audit: 

**Taffy Howard (R) 

*Ernie Otten (R) 

Red Dawn Foster (D) 

 

Chris Karr (R) 

 

David Wheeler (R) 

Health and Human Services: 

**Kevin Jensen (R) 

*Sydney Davis (R) 

Tamara Grove (R) 

Carl Perry (R) 

Tim Reed (R) 

Jamie Smith (D) 

Curt Voight (R) 

Judiciary:  

**David Wheeler (R) 

*Amber Hulse (R) 

Greg Blanc (R) 

Helene Duhamel (R) 

Tamara Grove (R) 

Jim Mehlhaff (R) 

Tom Pischke (R) 

Legislative Procedure:  

**Chris Karr (R) 

*Jim Mehlhaff (R) 

Randy Deibert (R) 

Liz Larson (D) 

Carl Perry (R) 

Sue Peterson (R) 

Tom Pischke (R) 

Local Government:  

**Tim Reed (R) 

*Helene Duhamel (R) 

Lauren Nelson (R) 

Michael Rohl (R) 

Kyle Schoenfish (R) 

Jamie Smith (D) 

David Wheeler (R) 

Military and Veterans Affairs:  

**Larry Zikmund (R) 

*Sam Marty (R) 

Greg Blanc (R) 

 

Joy Hohn (R) 

 

Taffy Howard (R) 

Retirement Laws:  

**Randy Deibert (R) 

*Glen Vilhauer (R) 

Red Dawn Foster (D) 

 

Steve Kolbeck (R) 

 

Jamie Smith (D) 

State Affairs:  

**Jim Mehlhaff (R) 

*Carl Perry (R) 

Arch Beal (R) 

Randy Deibert (R) 

Kevin Jensen (R) 

 

Chris Karr (R) 

Liz Larson (D) 

 

Sue Peterson (R) 

Tom Pischke (R)

Taxation:  

**Steve Kolbeck (R) 

*Joy Hohn (R) 

Greg Blanc (R) 

Casey Crabtree (R) 

Sydney Davis (R) 

Tamara Grove (R) 

Amber Hulse (R) 

Transportation:  

**Randy Deibert (R) 

*Arch Beal (R) 

Joy Hohn (R) 

Liz Larson (D) 

Stephanie Sauder (R) 

Kyle Schoenfish (R) 

David Wheeler (R) 

State-Tribal Relations: 

**Michael Rohl (R) 

Red Dawn Foster (D) 

Tamara Grove (R) 

 

Sam Marty (R) 

    

Jamie Smith (D) 
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House Leadership ï 2025 
Jon Hansen ............................................................................................................................. Speaker 

Karla Lems ........................................................................................................ Speaker Pro Tempore 

Scott Odenbach .......................................................................................................... Majority Leader 

Marty Overweg ........................................................................................... Assistant Majority Leader 

Jessica Bahmuller ......................................................................................................... Majority Whip 

Les Heinemann ............................................................................................................. Majority Whip 

Greg Jamison ................................................................................................................ Majority Whip 

Brandei Schaefbauer ..................................................................................................... Majority Whip 

Bethany Soye ................................................................................................................ Majority Whip 

Erin Healy.................................................................................................................. Minority Leader 

Eric Emery .................................................................................................. Assistant Minority Leader 

Kadyn Wittman ........................................................................................................... Minority Whip 

Nicole Uhre-Balk ......................................................................................................... Minority Whip 

Mike Derby.........................................................................................................Appropriations Chair 

House Standing Committees ï 2025 
**Denotes Chair *Denotes Vice-Chair 

Agriculture and Natural Resources: 

**Marty Overweg (R) 

*Spencer Gosch (R) 

Julie Auch (R) 

Tim Goodwin (R) 

Jana Hunt (R) 

Travis Ismay (R) 

Trish Ladner (R) 

 

Kaley Nolz (R) 

Drew Peterson (R) 

Kathy Rice (R) 

 

Kevin Van Diepen (R) 

Richard Vasgaard (R) 

Kadyn Wittman (D) 

Appropriations:  

**Mike Derby (R) 

*Al Novstrup (R) 

Terri Jorgenson (R) 

Chris Kassin (R) 

Jack Kolbeck (R) 

 

Liz May (R) 

Scott Moore (R) 

 

Erik Muckey (D) 

John Sjaarda (R) 

Commerce and Energy:  

**Karla Lems (R) 

*Jessica Bahmuller (R) 

Aaron Aylward (R) 

Steve Duffy (R) 

Lana Greenfield (R) 

Tony Kayser (R) 

Tina Mulally (R) 

 

Kaley Nolz (R) 

Drew Peterson (R) 

Tesa Schwans (R) 

 

William Shorma (R) 

Nicole Uhre-Balk (D) 

Mike Weisgram (R) 

Education:  

**Lana Greenfield (R) 

*Mike Stevens (R) 

Amber Arlint (R) 

Heather Baxter (R) 

Roger DeGroot (R) 

Josephine Garcia (R) 

Jim Halverson (R) 

Mellissa Heermann (R) 

Travis Ismay (R) 

Phil Jensen (R) 

Dylan Jordan (R) 

Logan Manhart (R) 

Kathy Rice (R) 

Tesa Schwans (R) 

Nicole Uhre-Balk (D)

Government Operations and Audit:  

**Marty Overweg (R) 

*Scott Moore (R) 

Julie Auch (R) 

 

Eric Emery (D) 

 

Karla Lems (R)

Health and Human Services:  

  **Brian Mulder (R) 

*Leslie Heinemann (R)  

Bobbi Andera (R) 

Heather Baxter (R) 

Eric Emery (D) 

Josephine Garcia (R) 

Jim Halverson (R) 

Dylan Jordan (R) 

Tony Kayser (R) 

Logan Manhart (R) 

Taylor Rehfeldt (R) 

 

Rebecca Reimer (R) 

Brandei  

Schaefbauer (R)
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Judiciary:  

**Mike Stevens (R) 

*Bethany Soye (R) 

Mary Fitzgerald (R) 

John Hughes (R) 

Jana Hunt (R) 

David Kull (R) 

Curt Massie (R) 

Will Mortenson (R) 

Peri Pourier (R) 

Rebecca Reimer (R) 

Tim Reisch (R) 

Tim Walburg (R) 

Legislative Procedure:  

**Jon Hansen (R) 

*Karla Lems (R) 

Erin Healy (D) 

Greg Jamison (R) 

Tina Mulally (R) 

Scott Odenbach (R) 

Marty Overweg (R) 

Local Government:  

**Greg Jamison (R) 

*Julie Auch (R) 

Bobbi Andera (R) 

Jeff Bathke (R) 

Roger DeGroot (R) 

Mary Fitzgerald (R) 

Mellissa Heermann (R) 

 

David Kull (R) 

Trish Ladner (R) 

Tina Mulally (R) 

 

Matt Roby (R) 

Kevin Van Diepen (R) 

Kadyn Wittman (D) 

Military and Veterans Affairs:  

**Tim Goodwin (R)  

*Tim Reisch (R) 

Bobbi Andera (R) 

Aaron Aylward (R) 

Heather Baxter (R) 

Terry Jorgenson (R) 

Tony Kayser (R) 

 

Scott Moore (R) 

Peri Pourier (R) 

Tony Randolph (R) 

 

Christopher Reder (R) 

William Shorma (R) 

Keri Weems (R)

Retirement Laws: 

**Mike Weisgram (R) 

*Leslie Heinemann (R) 

Amber Arlint (R) 

 

David Kull (R) 

 

Erik Muckey (D) 

State Affairs:  

**Scott Odenbach (R) 

*Marty Overweg (R) 

Jessica Bahmuller (R) 

Eric Emery (D) 

Spencer Gosch (R) 

Jon Hansen (R) 

Erin Healy (D) 

Leslie Heinemann (R) 

Greg Jamison (R) 

Karla Lems (R) 

Tim Reisch (R) 

 

Brandei  

Schaefbauer (R) 

Bethany Soye (R)

Taxation:  

**Aaron Aylward (R) 

*John Hughes (R) 

Jeff Bathke (R) 

Tim Czmowski (R) 

Curt Massie (R) 

Will Mortenson (R) 

Peri Pourier (R) 

 

Tony Randolph (R) 

Christopher Reder (R) 

Kent Roe (R) 

 

Tim Walburg (R) 

Keri Weems (R) 

Mike Weisgram (R) 

 

Transportation:  

**Tony Randolph (R) 

  *Richard Vasgaard (R) 

Amber Arlint (R) 

Tim Czmowski (R) 

Steve Duffy (R) 

Tim Goodwin (R) 

Phil Jensen (R) 

 

Brian Mulder (R) 

Christopher Reder (R) 

Taylor Rehfeldt (R) 

 

Kent Roe (R) 

William Shorma (R) 

Keri Weems (R) 

State-Tribal Relations:  

**Will Mortenson (R) 

  Heather Baxter (R) 

Eric Emery (D) 

 

Scott Odenbach (R) 

     

Peri Pourier (R) 
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South Dakota Executive Branch 
Constitutional and State Elected Officers 

Larry Rhoden, Governor ................................................................................................. Union Center 

Tony Venhuizen, Lieutenant Governor ............................................................................. Sioux Falls 

Monae L. Johnson, Secretary of State ........................................................................................ Pierre 

Marty Jackley, Attorney General ................................................................................................ Pierre 

Rich Sattgast, Auditor........................................................................................................... Spearfish 

Josh Haeder, Treasurer .............................................................................................................. Huron 

Brock Greenfield, Commissioner of School and Public Lands ................................................... Clark 

Public Utilities Commission 
Kristie Fiegen, Commissioner ........................................................................................... Sioux Falls 

Gary Hanson, Chairman .................................................................................................... Sioux Falls 

Chris Nelson, Vice Chairman ..................................................................................................... Pierre 

Department Secretaries and Bureau Commissioners 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, Department of  ................................... Hunter Roberts, Secretary 

Corrections, Department of .............................................................................. Nick Lamb, Secretary 

Economic Development, Office of ............................................................... Joe Fiala, Commissioner 

Education, Department of .................................................................................. Joe Graves, Secretary 

Finance & Management, Bureau of .................................................... Jim Terwilliger, Commissioner 

Game, Fish and Parks, Department of ......................................................... Kevin Robling, Secretary 

Health, Department of ............................................................................ Melissa Magstadt, Secretary 

Housing Development Authority ....................................................... Chas Olson, Executive Director 

Human Resources and Administration, Bureau of .................................. Darin Seeley, Commissioner 

Human Services, Department of .................................................... Shawnie Rechtenbaugh, Secretary 

Information & Telecommunications, Bureau of ..................................... Mark Wixon, Commissioner 

Labor and Regulation, Department of ...................................................... Marcia Hultman, Secretary 

Military, Department of .................................................... Major General Mark R. Morrell, Secretary 

Public Safety, Department of .......................................................................... Robert Perry, Secretary 

Revenue, Department of ..................................................................... Michael Houdyshell, Secretary 

Social Services, Department of ....................................................................... Matt Althoff, Secretary 

Tourism, Department of .................................................................................... Jim Hagen, Secretary 

Transportation, Department of ............................................................................ Joel Jundt, Secretary 

Tribal Relations, Department of ....................................................................... David Flute, Secretary 

Veterans Affairs, Department of .................................................................. Greg Whitlock, Secretary 

South Dakota Judicial Branch 
Supreme Court Justices 

Steven R. Jensen, Chief Justice .......................................................................................... Vermillion 

Janine M. Kern ................................................................................................................... Rapid City 

Mark E. Salter .................................................................................................................... Sioux Falls 

Patricia J. DeVaney .................................................................................................................... Pierre 

Scott P. Myren ...................................................................................................................... Aberdeen 



 

Chapter 2 

U.S. Congressional Delegation 

 

 
 

United States Senator John Thune ....................................................................................99 
United States Senator M. Michael Rounds .....................................................................101 
United States Representative Dusty Johnson ..................................................................102 
Former Members of Congress.........................................................................................103 





Page 100 2025 South Dakota Legislative Manual  

2024, chairman of the Senate Republican Policy Committee from 2009ï2011, and chairman of the 

Senate Republican Conference from 2012-2018. 

John and his wife Kimberley live in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and they have two grown daughters 

and six grandchildren. In his free time, John enjoys spending time with his family, pheasant hunting, 

and running. 

 

Rapid City Office Aberdeen Office Sioux Falls Office 

246 Founders Park Drive, 

Suite 102 

Rapid City, SD 57701 

Phone:  (605) 348ï7551 

320 S. First Street, 

Suite 101 

Aberdeen, SD 57401 

Phone:  (605) 225ï8823 

5015 South Bur Oak Place 

Sioux Falls, SD 57108 

 

Phone:  (605) 334ï9596 
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United States Senator - M. Michael Rounds 

 

Address: 716 Hart  

  Senate Office Building 

  Washington, DC 20510 

Phone: (202) 224-5842 

Internet: www.rounds.senate.gov  

Hometown: Huron, SD 

Affiliation:  Republican 

 

On January 6th, 2015, Senator Marion 

Michael ñMikeò Rounds was sworn into the 

United States Senate. Senator Rounds serves 

on five committees: Senate Appropriations; 

Senate Armed Services; Banking, Housing 

and Urban Affairs; Indian Affairs; and the 

Select Committee on Intelligence.  

Rounds previously served as the 31st governor 

of South Dakota from 2003 ï 2011. From 

1991 to 2000, he was elected five times to the 

South Dakota State Senate. In 1995, his 

colleagues selected him to serve as Senate 

Majority Leader, a position that he held for six years. During his time in state government, Rounds 

was committed to growing the economy, keeping taxes low and strengthening South Dakota families.  

A lifelong South Dakotan, Senator Rounds was born in Huron, the eldest of 11 children. He earned 

a bachelorôs degree in political science from South Dakota State University. In the private sector, 

Rounds built a successful insurance and real estate business with offices throughout the state. He 

resides in Fort Pierre and is the proud parent of four grown children and 11 grandchildren. 

 

Rapid City Office Pierre Office Aberdeen Office Sioux Falls Office 

603 Omaha Street,  

Suite 100 

Rapid City, SD 57701 

 

Phone: (605) 343-5035 

111 W. Capitol Ave.,  

Suite 201 

P.O. Box 309 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: (605) 224-

1450 

221 Brown County 

Highway 19 S, #112 

Aberdeen, SD 57401 

 

Phone: (605) 225-

0366 

320 N. Main Avenue, 

Suite A 

Sioux Falls, SD 

57104 

 

Phone: (605) 336-

0486 
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United States Representative - Dusty Johnson 

 

Address: 1714 Longworth 

  House Office Building 

  Washington, DC 20510 

Phone: (202) 225-2801 

Internet: dustyjohnson.house.gov  

Hometown: Pierre, SD 

Affiliation:  Republican 

 

Dusty Johnson brings an energetic and 

optimistic style to Washington as South 

Dakotaôs lone voice in the U.S. House of 

Representatives. An outspoken leader on 

issues related to border security, countering 

China, and welfare reform, he serves on the 

Select Committee on China, Agriculture 

Committee, and Transportation and 

Infrastructure Committee. He also chairs the 

Republican Main Street Caucus, a group of 

80 solutions-focused conservatives.  

Prior to being elected to Congress, he served as chief of staff to the Governor and as vice president 

of an engineering firm specializing in rural telecommunications. Dusty lives in Mitchell with his wife 

and three sons. 

 

Aberdeen Office Rapid City Office Sioux Falls Office 

304 6th Avenue SE 

Aberdeen, SD 57401 

 

Phone: (605) 622-1060 

2525 W Main Street,  

Suite 310 

Rapid City, SD 57702 

Phone: (605) 646-6454 

230 S. Phillips Avenue, 

Suite 307 

Sioux Falls, SD 57104 

Phone: (605) 275ï2868 
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Former Members of Congress 

Dakota Territory Delegatesa 

John B.S. Todd, D ................. 1862 ï 1865b 

William Jayne, R ................... 1863 

Walter A. Burleigh, R ............ 1865 ï 1869 

S.L. Spink, R ......................... 1869 ï 1871 

M.K. Armstrong, D ............... 1871 ï 1875 

J.P. Kidder, R ........................ 1875 ï 1879 

G.G. Bennett, R .....................1879 ï 1881 

R.F. Pettigrew, R ...................1881 ï 1883 

J.B. Raymond, R ....................1883 ï 1885 

Oscar S. Gifford, R ................1885 ï 1889 

George A. Mathews, R ..........1889c 

State of South Dakota 

U.S. Senatorsf 

Gideon C. Moody, R.............. 1889 ï 1891 

R.F. Pettigrew, R ................... 1889 ï 1901 

James H. Kyle, D/P ............... 1891 ï 1901d 

Robert J. Gamble, R .............. 1901 ï 1913 

Alfred B. Kittredge, R ........... 1901 ï 1909e 

Coe I. Crawford, R ................ 1909 ï 1915 

Thomas Sterling, R ................ 1913 ï 1925 

Edwin S. Johnson, D.............. 1915 ï 1921f 

Peter Norbeck, R ................... 1921 ï 1936g 

William H. McMaster, R ....... 1925 ï 1931 

William J. Bulow, D .............. 1931 ï 1943 

Herbert Hitchcock, D ............. 1936 ï 1938 

Gladys Pyle, R ....................... 1938 ï 1939 

Chan Gurney, R ..................... 1939 ï 1951 

Harlan J. Bushfield, R ............1943 ï 1948h 

Mrs. Vera C. Bushfield, R .....1948 ï 1949 

Karl E. Mundt, R ...................1949 ï 1973 

Francis H. Case, R .................1951 ï 1962 

Joseph H. Bottum, R ..............1962 ï 1963 

George S. McGovern, D ........1963 ï 1981 

James Abourezk, D ................1973 ï 1979 

Larry Pressler, R ....................1979 ï 1997 

James Abdnor, R ....................1981 ï 1987 

Thomas A. Daschle, D ...........1987 ï 2005 

Tim Johnson, D ......................1997 ï 2014 

John Thune, R ........................2005 ï  

Michael Rounds, R ................2015 ï  

U.S. Representatives 

Oscar S. Gifford, R ........ AL .. 1889 ï 1891 

John A. Pickler, R .......... AL .. 1889 ï 1897 

John R. Gamble, R ......... AL .. 1891 

John L. Jolley, R ............ AL .. 1891 ï 1893 

William V. Lucas, R ...... AL .. 1893 ï 1895 

Robert J. Gamble, R ...... AL .. 1895 ï 1897 

         1899 ï 1901 

John E. Kelley, D/P ....... AL .. 1897 ï 1899 

Freeman Knowles, D/P  . AL .. 1897 ï 1899 

Charles H. Burke, R ....... 2 ..... 1899 ï 1907 

         1909 ï 1915 

Eben W. Martin, R ......... 3 ..... 1901 ï 1907 

         1909 ï 1915 

Philo Hall, R .................. AL .. 1907 ï 1909 

William H. Parker, R ..... AL .. 1907 ï 1908 

Charles H. Dillion, R ..... l  ...... 1913 ï 1919 

Harry L. Gandy, D ......... 3 ..... 1915 ï 1921 

Royal C. Johnson, R ...... 2 ..... 1915 ï 1933 

C.A. Christopherson, R .. 1 ..... 1919 ï 1933 

William Williamson, R .. 2,3 .. 1921 ï 1933 

Fred H. Hildebrandt, D .. 1 .....1933 ï 1939 

Theodore B. Werner, D.. 2 .....1933 ï 1937 

Francis H. Case, R ......... 2 .....1937 ï 1951 

Karl E. Mundt, R ........... 1 .....1939 ï 1949 

Harold O. Lovre, R ........ 1 .....1949 ï 1957 

E.Y. Berry, R ................. 2 .....1951 ï 1971 

George S. McGovern, D 1 .....1957 ï 1961 

Ben Reifel, R ................. 1 .....1961 ï 1971 

James Abourezk, D ........ 2 .....1971 ï 1973 

Frank E. Denholm, D ..... 1 .....1971 ï 1975 

James Abdnor, R ............ 2 .....1973 ï 1981 

Larry Pressler, R ............ 1 .....1975 ï 1979 

Thomas A. Daschle, D.1.AL..1979 ï 1987 

Clint Roberts, R ............. 2 .....1981 ï 1983 

Tim Johnson, D .............. AL ..1987 ï 1997 

John Thune, R ................ AL ..1997 ï 2003 

William J. Janklow, R .... AL ..2003 ï 2004j 

Stephanie Herseth, D ..... AL ..2004 ï 2010k 

Kristi Noem, R ............... AL ..2011 ï 2018 

Dusty Johnson, R ........... AL ..2019 ï 

R ï Republican        D ï Democrat        P ï Populist        AL ï At-Large 
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a. Territorial Delegates were popularly elected to represent the territory in the U.S. Congress. Delegates did 

not have a vote but could participate in debate. 

b. William Jayne opposed John B.S. Todd for reelection in 1862. Jayne was given the certificate of election, 

but Todd successfully contested the election in the House of Representatives and retained his seat. 

c. George A. Mathews was elected to Congress in November 1888, for a term beginning March 4, 1889; 

however, Congress did not convene until the following December, after South Dakota was admitted to the 

Union. Consequently, Mathews was never sworn in. 

d. James H. Kyle died July 1, 1901. 

e. Alfred B. Kittredge appointed to fill vacancy by death of J. H. Kyle and was elected January 21, 1903, for 

term ending March 3, 1909. 

f. The 17th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution provided for the direct, popular election of U.S. Senators. 

Prior to its ratification, the State Legislatures selected the U.S. Senators. Edwin S. Johnson was the first 

U.S. Senator to be elected in South Dakota by a direct vote of the people on November 3, 1914. 

g. Peter Norbeck died December 20, 1936. Herbert Hitchcock was appointed to complete his term until the 

election of November, 1938. 

h. Harlan J. Bushfield died September 7, 1948. Mrs. Vera C. Bushfield was appointed to complete the term. 

i. When South Dakota entered the Union in 1889, the state was entitled to two representatives in Congress. 

They were elected at large by the people. From 1913 to 1933, the state was allotted three representatives 

who were elected to represent specific districts in the state. From 1933 to 1983, South Dakota was allotted 
two representatives. The boundaries of those two congressional districts were adjusted periodically to reflect 

population changes. In the 1982 election, South Dakotans elected only one Congressman to represent the 

state at large. 

j. William Janklow resigned from Congress on January 20, 2004. 

k. Stephanie Herseth was elected in a special congressional election on June 1, 2004. She took office on June 

3, 2004.
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Members of the Senate 
1st Special Session of the 100th Legislature ï 2025 

 

Arch Beal (R) District 12 

Email: Arch.Beal@sdlegislature.gov 

Counties: Lincoln, Minnehaha 

Spouse: Pam     Children: 7 

Religion: Protestant/Reformed 

Education: OôGorman High School; Creighton University; 

Augustana University 

Occupation: Business Owner 

Professional Experience: President/Owner of Beal 

Distributing, 42 Years 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2023-Present; State 

Representative, 2015-2022; Majority Whip, 2017-2018; 

Assistant Minority Leader, 2019-2020 

Committees: Senate Commerce and Energy, Senate State 

Affairs, Senate Transportation (Vice-Chair) 

 

 

Greg Blanc (R) District 35 

Email: Greg.Blanc@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Pennington 

Religion: Christian 

Education: Grossmont College ï San Diego 

Occupation: Pastor 

Professional Experience: Pastor, 30 Years; Former 

Contractor 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present  

Committees: Senate Judiciary, Senate Military and Veterans 

Affairs, Senate Taxation 

 

 

 

John Carley (R) District 29 

Email: John.Carley@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Meade 

Religion: Christian 

Occupation: Businessman 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present 

Committees: Senate Committee on Appropriations, Joint 

Committee on Appropriations, Medical Marijuana Oversight 

Committee (Vice-Chair) 
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Casey Crabtree (R) District 8 

Email: Casey.Crabtree@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Brookings, Kingsbury, Lake, Miner 

Spouse: Ashley     Children: 2 

Religion: Wesleyan 

Education: Arlington High School; Northern State 

University, Bachelor of Science 

Occupation: Director of Economic Development, Heartland 

Consumers Power District 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2020-Present; 

Majority Whip, 2021-2022; Majority Leader, 2023-2024; 

LRC Executive Board Member, 2023-2024 

Committees: Senate Commerce and Energy (Chair), Senate 

Taxation 

 

 

Sydney Davis (R) District 17 

Email: Sydney.Davis@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Clay, Union 

Occupation: CRNA, Cattle Producer 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2023-Present; State 

Representative, 2021-2022 

Committees: Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources, 

Senate Health and Human Services (Vice-Chair), Senate 

Taxation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Randy Deibert (R) District 31 

Email: Randy.Deibert@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Lawrence 

Spouse: Lori     Children: 4 

Occupation: Professional Land Surveyor 

Professional Experience: County Commissioner 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2023-Present; 

Majority Whip, 2025-Present 

Committees: Senate Commerce and Energy, Senate 

Legislative Procedure, Joint Legislature Procedure, Senate 

Retirement Laws (Chair), Senate State Affairs, Senate 

Transportation (Chair), Comprehensive Property Tax Task 

Force, Executive Board, Retirement Laws (Chair) 
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Helene Duhamel (R) District 32 

Email: Helene.Duhamel@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Pennington 

Spouse: Steve     Children: 3 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: Stanford University, BA; Graduate Courses from 

the University of South Dakota 

Occupation: Law Enforcement, Business Owner 

Professional Experience: TV News, 35 Years; Public 

Information Office for Pennington County Sheriffôs Office, 8 

Years 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2019-Present; Senate 

Majority Whip, 2021-2024 

Committees: Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources, 

Senate Judiciary, Senate Local Government (Vice-Chair) 

 

 

Red Dawn Foster (D) District 27 

Email: RedDawn.Foster@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Bennett, Jackson, Oglala Lakota, Pennington 

Education: University of Colorado at Denver, BA in Political 

Science and Ethnic Studies; University of Notre Dame, MA in 

Business Administration 

Professional Experience: Tribal Economic Development 

Consulting; Founder of a Non-Profit 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2019-Present; 

Assistant Minority Leader, 2021-2022; Minority Whip, 2025-

Present 

Committees: Senate Committee on Appropriations, Joint 

Committee on Appropriations, Senate Government Operations 

and Audit, Senate Retirement Laws, Revenue Projection 

Subcommittee, Agricultural Land Assessment Task Force, 

Comprehensive Property Tax Task Force, Government 

Operations and Audit, Retirement Laws, State-Tribal 

Relations 
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Tamara R. Grove (R) District 26 

Email: Tamara.Grove@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Brule, Buffalo, Hughes, Hyde, Jones, Lyman, 

Mellette, Todd 

Spouse: Ian     Children: 3 

Religion: Pentecostal ï Assemblies of God 

Education: Doctorate in Business Management with an 

Emphasis in Emerging Media 

Occupation: Consultant 

Professional Experience: CEO of Grove Projects and 

Transformation Consulting Agency; Internationally Published 

Author; Scholar; Reverend with the Assemblies of God; Pastor 

of The Hope Center of Lower Brule; Former Lobbyist 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present  

Committees: Senate Health and Human Services; Senate 

Judiciary; Senate Taxation; Emergency Medical Services 

Interim Committee; Initial Incarceration, Reentry Analysis, 

and Comparison of Relevant States Interim Committee; State-

Tribal Relations 

 

 

Joy A. Hohn (R) District 9 

Email: Joy.Hohn@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Minnehaha 

Spouse: Rod     Children: 2 

Religion: Lutheran Church ï Missouri Synod 

Education: West Central High School; Augustana College, 

BA in Aviation and Business Administration 

Occupation: Professional Pilot, Farmer, Business Owner 

Professional Experience: Charter Pilot, Check Airman, and 

Instructor Pilot for Legacy Aviation; Private Contractor ï 

Adele Aire, LLC; 13,000 Hours of Accident- and Incident-

Free Flying as a Captain and First Officer; First Female Airline 

Pilot in South Dakota 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present 

Committees: Senate Commerce and Energy, Senate Military 

and Veterans Affairs, Senate Taxation (Vice-Chair), Senate 

Transportation, Joint Select Committee on Prison Legislation 
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Taffy Howard (R) District 34  

Email: Taffy.Howard@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Pennington  

Spouse: Mark     Children: 2 

Religion: Christian 

Education: Lincoln High School, Sioux Falls; South Dakota 

State University, BS in Mathematics 

Occupation: Small Business Owner 

Professional Experience: Air Force Officer, Homeschool 

Mom, Community and Church Volunteer 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present; State 

Representative, 2017-2022 

Committees: Senate Committee on Appropriations, Joint 

Committee on Appropriations, Senate Government Operations 

and Audit (Chair), Senate Military and Veterans Affairs, 

Revenue Projection Subcommittee, Comprehensive Property 

Tax Task Force, Government Operations and Audit (Chair), 

Rules Review (Vice-Chair) 

 

 

Amber Hulse (R) District 30 

Email: Amber.Hulse@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Custer, Fall River, Pennington 

Religion: Christian 

Education: University of South Dakota, Political Science; 

Georgetown Law School, Juris Doctorate 

Occupation: Law Clerk 

Professional Experience: Law Clerk, Lawyer at Dhillon Law 

Group; Legislative Page, 2 Years; Intern for Secretary of State 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present  

Committees: Senate Judiciary (Vice-Chair), Senate Taxation 
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Kevin D. Jensen (R) District 16 

Email: Kevin.Jensen@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Lincoln, Turner, Union 

Education: Washington High School; Southeast Technical 

Institute, Computer Science; Villanova University, Project 

Management Program, 2003; Sioux Falls Seminary, Master of 

Divinity  

Occupation: Business Owner 

Professional Experience: Owner, Quik Products, LLC, 2015-

Present; Vice President/Chief Financial Officer, Prairie View 

Prevention Services, Inc., 1999-2016; Owner, Innovative 

Systems, 1996- 1999; Partner, Software Alternatives, 1992-

1996; Regional IT Director, Alco Health Services, 1980-1992; 

Computer Operations Manager, Brown Drug Company, 1977-

1980 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present; State 

Representative, 2017-2024; Majority Whip, 2019-2022, 2025-

Present 

Committees: Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources 

(Vice-Chair); Senate Health and Human Services (Chair); 

Senate State Affairs; Emergency Medical Services Interim 

Committee; Initial Incarceration, Reentry Analysis, and 

Comparison of Relevant States Interim Committee (Co-Chair) 
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Chris Karr (R) District 11  

Email: Chris.Karr@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Minnehaha 

Education: South Dakota State University, Bachelorôs in 

Economics and Business Administration, 2003; University of 

South Dakota, Masterôs in Business Administration, 2004 

Occupation: Self-Employed 

Professional Experience: Business Owner, Accredited 

Valuation Analyst, and Financial Consultant; Small Business 

Administrationôs Young Entrepreneur of the Year, 2009; 

Finalist, SD Governorôs Awards in Business Excellence, 2008; 

Silver Telly Award, 2007 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present; State 

Representative, 2017-2024; Majority Whip, 2019-2020; LRC 

Executive Board Member, 2023-2024; President Pro 

Tempore, 2025-Present 

Committees: Senate Commerce and Energy; Senate 

Government Operations and Audit; Senate Legislative 

Procedure (Chair); Joint Legislative Procedure (Vice-Chair); 

Senate State Affairs; Bonding (Vice-Chair); Community 

Support Providers, State and Federal Efficiencies Interim 

Committee (Co-Chair); Comprehensive Property Tax Task 

Force (Chair); Executive Board (Vice-Chair); Government 

Operations and Audit; Initial Incarceration, Reentry Analysis, 

and Comparison of Relevant States Interim Committee; South 

Dakota-Ireland Trade Commission (Chair); Joint Select 

Committee on Prison Legislation (Chair) 

 

 

Steve Kolbeck (R) District 2 

Email: Steve.Kolbeck@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Minnehaha 

Spouse: Stacy     Children: 4 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: AAS Mitchell Technical College, BS South 

Dakota State University, MBA Dakota Wesleyan University 

Occupation: State Director, Xcel Energy 

Professional Experience: Former Chairman of the South 

Dakota Public Utilities Commission, Former Operations 

Manager at CenturyLink ï South Dakota, Former Operations 

Manager at Alliance Communications Cooperative, Former 

Brandon City Councilman 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2023-Present 

Committees: Senate Commerce and Energy, Senate 

Retirement Laws, Senate Taxation (Chair), Executive Board, 

Retirement Laws, Joint Select Committee on Prison 

Legislation 
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Mark Lapka (R) District 23  

Email: Mark.Lapka@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Brown, Campbell, Edmunds, Faulk, Hand, 

McPherson, Potter, Walworth 

Spouse: Holly     Children: 1 

Religion: Lutheran 

Education: Leola High School 

Occupation: Farmer, Rancher 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present 

Committees: Senate Committee on Appropriations (Vice-

Chair), Joint Committee on Appropriations, Revenue 

Projection Subcommittee (Chair), Agricultural Land 

Assessment Task Force, Government Operations and Audit, 

Joint Select Committee on Prison Legislation 

 

 

Liz Larson (D) District 10 

Email: Liz.Larson@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Minnehaha 

Spouse: Suraj     Children: 2 

Religion: Lutheran 

Education: Masterôs Degree 

Occupation: Program Manager, Economic Development 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2023-Present; 

Minority Whip, 2023-2024; Minority Leader, 2025-Present 

Committees: Senate Commerce and Energy; Senate 

Legislative Procedure; Joint Legislative Procedure; Senate 

State Affairs; Senate Transportation; Agricultural Land 

Assessment Task Force; Bonding; Community Support 

Providers, State and Federal Efficiencies Interim Committee; 

Executive Board; Rules Review 

 

 

Sam S. Marty (R) District 28 

Email: Sam.Marty@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Butte, Corson, Dewey, Harding, Perkins, Ziebach 

Occupation: Rancher 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present; State 

Representative, 2015-2022  

Committees: Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources, 

Senate Education, Senate Military and Veterans Affairs (Vice-

Chair), Agricultural Land Assessment Task Force, State-

Tribal Relations 
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Jim Mehlhaff (R) District 24 

Email: Jim.Mehlhaff@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Haakon, Hughes, Hyde, Stanly, Sully 

Spouse: Annie     Children: 2 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: Northern State University 

Occupation: Retired, Former Small Business Owner 

Professional Experience: Retired State Grain and Insurance 

Regulator; Former Pierre City Commissioner, 12 Years 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2023-Present; 

Majority Leader, 2025-Present 

Committees: Senate Judiciary, Senate Legislative Procedure 

(Vice-Chair), Joint Legislative Procedure, Senate State Affairs 

(Chair), Bonding, Comprehensive Property Tax Task Force, 

Rules Review, Joint Select Committee on Prison Legislation 

 

 

Paul R. Miskimins (R) District 20 

Email: Paul.Miskimins@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Davison, Jerauld, Miner, Sanborn 

Occupation: Retired Dentist, Farmer 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present; State 

Representative, 2019-2022 

Committees: Senate Committee on Appropriations, Joint 

Committee on Appropriations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lauren Nelson (R) District 18 

Email: Lauren.Nelson@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Clay, Yankton 

Spouse: David     Children: 3 

Religion: Reformed (RCUS) 

Education: Arlington High School; Dakota State University, 

BS in Elementary and Special Education; University of South 

Dakota, Masterôs in K-12 Education Administration 

Occupation: Teacher, Administrator 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present 

Committees: Senate Education; Senate Local Government; 

Community Support Providers, State and Federal Efficiencies 

Interim Committee; Medical Marijuana Oversight Committee  
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Ernie Otten (R) District 6 

Email: Ernie.Otten@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Lincoln 

Spouse: Betty     Children: 2 

Religion: Free Lutheran 

Education: Lennox High School, 1972 

Occupation: Retired 

Professional Experience: Associate Member, Remodeling 

Council & Homebuilders Association; 2004 Remodeling 

Council Member of the Year; Past Prison Ministry; Past 

Independent Home Building and Small Business Owner; 

Precinct Committeeman and State Central Committeeman, 

Lincoln County, Republican Party 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present, 2013-

2020; State Representative, 2021-2024; Majority Whip, 2015-

2016; LRC Executive Board Member, 2021-2022 

Committees: Senate Committee on Appropriations (Chair), 

Joint Committee on Appropriations (Lead Co-Chair), Senate 

Government Operations and Audit (Vice-Chair), Revenue 

Projection Subcommittee, Comprehensive Property Tax Task 

Force, Executive Board, Government Operations and Audit, 

Joint Select Committee on Prison Legislation 

 

 

Carl Perry (R) District 3  

Email: Carl.Perry@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Brown 

Spouse: Sheryl     Children: 2 

Religion: Christian/Non-Denominational 

Education: St. Aloysius Parochial School, Pershing Country 

School, Selby High School, Northern State University 

Occupation: Retired Education Collection Management 

Professional Experience: Management, 32 Years in 

Education, Collections; Former Senior VP for Three Fortune 

500 Companies; Former Lobbyist 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present; State 

Representative, 2019-2024; Assistant Majority Leader, 2025-

Present 

Committees: Senate Commerce and Energy; Senate Health 

and Human Services; Senate Legislative Procedure; Joint 

Legislative Procedure; Senate State Affairs (Vice-Chair); 

Initial Incarceration, Reentry Analysis, and Comparison of 

Relevant States Interim Committee 



Page 116 2025 South Dakota Legislative Manual  

 

Sue Peterson (R) District 13 

Email: Sue.Peterson@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Lincoln, Minnehaha 

Education: Concordia College, Degree in Business 

Administration and Communications; University of South 

Dakota, Masters in Business Administration 

Occupation: Retired Banker, Track Coach 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present; State 

Representative, 2017-2024; LRC Executive Board Member, 

2019-2020; Majority Whip, 2025-Present 

Committees: Senate Commerce and Energy (Vice-Chair), 

Senate Education, Senate Legislative Procedure, Joint 

Legislative Procedure, Senate State Affairs, Comprehensive 

Property Tax Task Force 

 

 

Tom Pischke (R) District 25 

Email: Tom.Pischke@sdlegislature.gov 

Counties: Minnehaha, Moody 

Spouse: Lisa     Children: 4 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: Corsica High School, 2000; Dakota State 

University, BS in Computer Information Systems, 2004 

Occupation: System Quality Analyst at Esurance 

Professional Experience: Customer Service 

Representative/Computer Analyst/Fraud Investigator/Global 

ID Administration Programmer, Citibank, 2005-2013; System 

Quality Analyst, Esurance, 2013-Present 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2023-Present; State 

Representative, 2017-2022; Majority Whip, 2025-Present 

Committees: Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources 

(Chair), Senate Judiciary, Senate Legislative Procedure, Joint 

Legislative Procedure, Senate State Affairs, Executive Board 
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Tim S. Reed (R) District 7 

Email: Tim.Reed@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Brookings 

Spouse: Mary     Children: 2 

Education: South Dakota State University, BS in Commercial 

Economics  

Occupation: Retired 

Professional Experience: Former Mayor of Brookings, 

Economic Development CEO 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2023-Present; State 

Representative, 2017-2022; LRC Executive Board Member, 

2017-2018 

Committees: Senate Health and Human Services, Senate 

Local Government (Chair), Emergency Medical Services 

Interim Committee (Co-Chair) 

 

 

Michael H. Rohl (R) District 1 

Email: Michael.Rohl@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Brown, Day, Marshall, Roberts 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: Drake University, BS in Business Administration, 

2013 

Occupation: General Manager 

Professional Experience: Entrepreneur, 2022 CSD 20 Under 

40 Award 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2021-Present 

Committees: Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources, 

Senate Local Government, State-Tribal Relations (Co-Chair) 

 

 

Stephanie Sauder (R) District 4 

Email: Stephanie.Sauder@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Clark, Codington, Deuel, Grant, Hamlin, Roberts 

Spouse: Jerry     Children: 2 

Religion: Protestant (NALC) 

Education: Dakota State University, BS in Education; 

Northern State University, Masterôs in Educational Leadership 

and Administration 

Occupation: Agricultural Producer, Retired K-12 Educator, 

Retired Newspaper Publisher 

Professional Experience: K-12 Educator, 30 Years; 

Agricultural Producer; Newspaper Publisher/Editor; Mayor of 

Bryant, SD; Interstate Telecommunications Cooperative 

Board Member; Charter Board Member of Bryant Cinema  

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present; State 

Representative, 2023-2024 

Committees: Senate Education, Senate Transportation 
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Kyle Schoenfish (R) District 19 

Email: Kyle.Schoenfish@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Bon Homme, Hanson, Hutchinson, McCook, 

Turner 

Religion: Lutheran 

Education: Scotland High School; Dakota Wesleyan 

University, BA in Accounting, Minor in Political Science 

Occupation: Certified Public Accountant  

Professional Experience: Treasurer, Capital Township, 

2011-2012 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2020-Present; State 

Representative, 2013-2019; Majority Whip, 2021-2022 

Committees: Senate Education (Chair), Senate Local 

Government, Senate Transportation, Liaison Committee to the 

Department of Education (Co-Chair) 

 

 

Jamie Smith (D) District 15 

Email: Jamie.Smith@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Minnehaha 

Occupation: Realtor 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present; State 

Representative, 2017-2022; Minority Leader, 2019-2022; 

LRC Executive Board Member, 2019-2022; Assistant 

Minority Leader, 2025-Present  

Committees: Senate Education; Senate Health and Human 

Services; Senate Local Government; Senate Retirement Laws; 

Initial Incarceration, Reentry Analysis, and Comparison of 

Relevant States Interim Committee; Retirement Laws; South 

Dakota-Ireland Trade Commission; State-Tribal Relations, 

Joint Select Committee on Prison Legislation 

 

 

Glen Vilhauer (R) District 5   

Email: Glen.Vilhauer@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Codington 

Spouse: Darla     Children: 4 

Religion: Protestant/Methodist 

Education: University of South Dakota, Bachelorôs in 

Accounting 

Occupation: Retired CPA 

Professional Experience: Watertown City Council, 8 Years 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present 

Committees: Senate Committee on Appropriations, Joint 

Committee on Appropriations, Senate Retirement Laws (Vice-

Chair), Revenue Projection Subcommittee, Code 

Commission, Comprehensive Property Tax Task Force, 

Retirement Laws 
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Curt Voight (R) District 33  

Email: Curt.Voight@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Meade, Pennington 

Occupation: Retired, Agricultural Business Owner 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present 

Committees: Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources, 

Senate Education (Vice-Chair), Senate Health and Human 

Services, Emergency Medical Services Interim Committee, 

Liaison Committee to the Department of Education 

 

 

 

 

 

Mykala Voita (R) District 21 

Email: Mykala.Voita@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Aurora, Charles Mix, Douglas, Gregory, Tripp 

Spouse: Justice     Children: 2 

Religion: Follower of Jesus Christ 

Occupation: Self-Employed, Operator, Laborer 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present 

Committees: Senate Committee on Appropriations; Joint 

Committee on Appropriations; Community Support Providers, 

State and Federal Efficiencies Interim Committee 

 

 

 

 

Brandon Wipf (R) District 22 

Email: Brandon.Wipf@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Beadle, Clark, Spink 

Spouse: Mandy 

Religion: Mennonite 

Education: James Valley Christian School, 2004; Dordt 

College, BS in Electrical Engineering, 2008 

Occupation: Farmer 

Professional Experience: American Soybean Association 

Director, 2017-Present; 2024 Co-Chair Commodity Classic; 

2024 Agribusiness Seminar at Harvard Business School 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2025-Present  
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Larry P. Zikmund (R) District 14  

Email: Larry.Zikmund@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Minnehaha 

Education: Comstock High School, 1964; North Platte Junior 

College, Associate of Arts, 1968; University of Illinois, BS in 

Industrial Education, 1972; Masterôs in Vocational Education, 

1972; Post-Graduate Studies, University of Illinois; Johns 

Hopkins University, Policy Studies 

Occupation: Retired 

Professional Experience: Teacher, 1972-1974; Student 

Services Coordinator, 1974-1976; Director, Jo Daviess Carroll 

AVC, 1976-1987; State Director, Chair, National Vocational 

Industrial Clubs of America State Directors; State Director, 

South Dakota Adult Vocational and Technical Education, 

1987-1995; President and CEO, Associated General 

Contractors Building Chapter, 1995-2010; Chair, Vocational 

Technical Education Consortium of States, Armed Forces, and 

Bureau of Prisons; Regional Board Member, Associated 

General Contractors of America State Directors; City 

Commission, City of Stockton, 1976-1984; Police 

Commissioner, City of Stockton, 1980-1984; US Air Force, 

1968-1972; Lobbyist, 1995-2010 

Legislative Experience: State Senator, 2021-Present; State 

Representative, 2015-2020  

Committees: Senate Committee on Appropriations, Joint 

Committee on Appropriations, Senate Military and Veterans 

Affairs (Chair) 
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Bobbi L. Andera (R) District 10 

Email: Bobbi.Andera@sdlegislature.gov 

Counties: Minnehaha 

Occupation: Entrepreneur/Scientist 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Health and Human Services, House 

Local Government, House Military and Veterans Affairs, 

Medical Marijuana Oversight Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amber Arlint (R) District 12  

Email: Amber.Arlint@sdlegislature.gov 

Counties: Lincoln, Minnehaha 

Spouse: Trenton     Children: 2 

Religion: Lutheran 

Education: Freeman High School; University of South 

Dakota, Degree in Political Science, 2009; University of South 

Dakota, MA in Education Administration, 2014 

Occupation: Insurance Agency Owner 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2023-Present 

Committees: House Education, House Retirement Laws, 

House Transportation, Retirement Laws 

 

 

Julie Auch (R) District 18 

Email: Julie.Auch@sdlegislature.gov 

Counties: Clay, Yankton 

Occupation: Farmer, Small Business Owner 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2023-Present 

Committees: House Agriculture and Natural Resources, 

House Government Operations and Audit, House Local 

Government (Vice-Chair), Comprehensive Property Tax Task 

Force, Government Operations and Audit 
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Aaron Aylward (R) District 6  

Email: Aaron.Aylward@sdlegislature.gov 

Counties: Lincoln 

Spouse: Callie     Children: 2 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: University of South Dakota, MA in Kinesiology 

Occupation: Senior Recruiter 

Professional Experience: Strength and Conditioning Coach, 

Agency Recruiter, Sales 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2021-Present 

Committees: House Commerce and Energy, House Military 

and Veterans Affairs, House Taxation (Chair), Executive 

Board 

 

 

Jessica Bahmuller (R) District 19 

Email: Jessica.Bahmuller@sdlegislature.gov 

Counties: Bon Homme, Hanson, Hutchinson, McCook, 

Turner 

Spouse: Aaron     Children: 3 

Religion: Reformed 

Education: Harrisburg High School; South Dakota State 

University, Business; Dakota Wesleyan University, 

Elementary Education 

Occupation: Municipal Finance Officer 

Professional Experience: 3rd Generation Family Business, 

10 Years as a Municipal Finance Officer, Hanson County 

Republican Chairwoman 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2023-Present; 

Majority Whip, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Commerce and Energy (Vice-Chair), 

House State Affairs, South Dakota-Ireland Trade Commission 
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Jeff Bathke (R) District 20 

Email: Jeff.Bathke@sdlegislature.gov 

Counties: Davison, Jerauld, Miner, Sanborn 

Spouse: Michelle     Children: 3 

Religion: Methodist 

Education: University of South Dakota, Masterôs in 

Administration 

Occupation: Emergency Management, Planning and Zoning 

Director for Davison County; Command Sergeants Major in 

the Army Reserves; Former Program Administrator for 

Department of Corrections Counseling Program 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Local Government; House Taxation: 

Initial Incarceration, Reentry Analysis, and Comparison of 

Relevant States Interim Committee 

 

 

Heather Baxter (R) District 34 

Email: Heather.Baxter@sdlegislature.gov 

Counties: Pennington 

Children: 2 

Religion: Christian, Follower of Jesus Christ 

Education: Associate Degree in Radiography Technology, 

Bachelorôs Degree in Healthcare Management 

Occupation: Business Owner 

Professional Experience: Member of the Pennington County 

GOP Board 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Education; House Health and Human 

Services; House Military and Veterans Affairs; Community 

Support Providers, State and Federal Efficiencies Interim 

Committee; Liaison Committee to the Department of 

Education; State-Tribal Relations 

 

 

Tim Czmowski (R) District 6 

Email: Tim.Czmowski@sdlegislature.gov 

Counties: Lincoln 

Occupation: Technical Business Consultant 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Taxation, House Transportation 
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Roger DeGroot (R) District 7 

Email: Roger.DeGroot@sdlegislature.gov 

Counties: Brookings 

Spouse: Diane     Children: 3 

Religion: Protestant 

Education: Washington High School, Sioux Falls; Dakota 

State University, BS; University of South Dakota, Ed.D 

Occupation: Retired Teacher, Principal, Superintendent, 

School Board Member 

Professional Experience: 23 Years as an Elementary School 

Principal, Tea; 12 Years as a Superintendent; Brookings 

School Board 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2023-Present 

Committees: House Education, House Local Government, 

Rules Review 

 

 

Mike Derby (R) District 34 

Email: Mike.Derby@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Pennington 

Spouse: Carmen     Children: 2 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: University of South Dakota, BS in Business 

Administration 

Occupation: Commercial Real Estate Broker Associate 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 1997-2002, 

2021-Present; LRC Executive Board Member, 1999-2002, 

2021-2022; LRC Executive Board Vice-Chair, 2001-2002 

Committees: House Committee on Appropriations (Chair), 

Joint Committee on Appropriations (Co-Chair), Revenue 

Projection Subcommittee 

 

 

Steve Duffy (R) District 32 

Email: Steve.Duffy@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Pennington 

Spouse: Helene     Children: 3 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: Arizona State University, Bachelorôs in 

Communications; University of South Dakota, MBA 

Occupation: Property Management 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2023-Present 

Committees: House Commerce and Energy, House 

Transportation, South Dakota-Ireland Trade Commission 
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Eric Emery (D) District 26A 

Email: Eric.Emery@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Jones, Mellette, Todd 

Spouse: Kaylamae     Children: 3 

Education: St. Francis Indian School, 2003; Creighton 

University 

Occupation: Paramedic 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2023-Present; 

Assistant Minority Leader, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Government Operations and Audit, 

House Health and Human Services, House State Affairs, 

Emergency Medical Services Interim Committee, 

Government Operations and Audit, State-Tribal Relations 

 

 

Mary J. Fitzgerald (R) District 31 

Email: Mary.Fitzgerald@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Lawrence 

Spouse: John     Children: 3 

Religion: Christian 

Education: Bachelor of Science in Accounting and Business 

Administration 

Occupation: Independent Professional 

Professional Experience: Legal and Accounting 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2021-Present 

Committees: House Judiciary; House Local Government; 

Initial Incarceration, Reentry Analysis, and Comparison of 

Relevant States Interim Committee 

 

 

Nick Fosness (R) District 1 

Email: Nick.Fosness@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Brown, Day, Marshall, Roberts 

Spouse: Jenny     Children: 4 

Religion: Christian 

Education: BS, MS in Healthcare Administration 

Occupation: Healthcare Administration, CEO of Rural 

Hospital 

Professional Experience: School Board, 9 Years ï 7 as 

President of School Board; Incoming Chair of SDAHO Board 

of Directors 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 
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Josephine Garcia (R) District 5 

Email: Josephine.Garcia@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Codington 

Spouse: Evelio     Children: 4 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: Loyola University, University of Mary, 

International University of Health and Sciences, Sentinel 

University 

Occupation: Health Care Provider, Assistant Professor, 

Business Owner 

Professional Experience: Medical Doctor, Family Nurse 

Practitioner, Doctorate of Educational Leadership 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Education, House Health and Human 

Services, Emergency Medical Services Interim Committee, 

Medical Marijuana Oversight Committee (Chair) 

 

 

Tim Goodwin (R) District 30 

Email: Tim.Goodwin@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Custer, Fall River, Pennington 

Spouse: Marcia     Children: 8 

Religion: Lutheran 

Education: Bachelor of Science Degree; Military Education, 

Command and General Staff College, Combined Arms and 

Staff Service College, Basic and Advanced Transportation 

Branch Courses, Combat Medic School, Jump School, Etc.  

Occupation: Retired 

Professional Experience: Retired US Army Lt. Colonel, 24 

Years, Active Duty; Retired Business, 20 Years 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2017-2022, 

2025-Present; Majority Whip, 2019-2022 

Committees: House Agriculture and Natural Resources, 

House Military and Veterans Affairs (Chair), House 

Transportation 
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Spencer Gosch (R) District 23 

Email: Spencer.Gosch@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Brown, Campbell, Edmunds, Faulk, Hand, 

McPherson, Potter, Walworth 

Occupation: Rancher, Farmer 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2017-2022, 

2025-Present; LRC Executive Board Member, 2017-2022; 

LRC Executive Board Chair, 2021; Speaker Pro Tempore, 

2019-2020; Speaker of the House, 2021-2022 

Committees: House Agriculture and Natural Resources 

(Vice-Chair), House State Affairs, Executive Board 

 

 

 

Lana J. Greenfield (R) District 22 

Email: Lana.Greenfield@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Beadle, Clark, Spink 

Spouse: Don     Children:  3  

Religion: Protestant 

Education: Bachelor of Science Degree in Secondary 

Education, English Major and Theater/Speech Minor 

Occupation: Self-Employed 

Professional Experience: High School Teacher, 37 Years; 

Business Owner, 17 Years; Fireworks Retailed, 40 Years; 

Convenience Store Owner, 23 Years 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2015-2022, 

2025-Present 

Committees: House Commerce and Energy, House Education 

(Chair) 

 

 

Jim Halverson (R) District 21 

Email: Jim.Halverson@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Aurora, Charles Mix, Douglas, Gregory, Tripp 

Occupation: Journeyman Electrician 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Education, House Health and Human 

Services 



Page 128 2025 South Dakota Legislative Manual  

 

Jon Hansen (R) District 25 

Email: Jon.Hansen@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Minnehaha, Moody 

Occupation: Lawyer 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2011-2013, 

2019-Present; Majority Whip, 2013, 2019-2020; Speaker Pro 

Tempore, 2021-2022; Speaker of the House, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Legislative Procedure (Chair), Joint 

Legislative Procedure (Chair), House State Affairs, Bonding 

(Chair), Comprehensive Property Tax Task Force (Vice-

Chair), Executive Board (Chair), Rules Review (Chair), Joint 

Select Committee on Prison Legislation (Vice-Chair) 

 

 

 

Erin Healy (D) District 10 

Email: Erin.Healy@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Minnehaha 

Spouse: Brandon     Children: 2 

Religion: Methodist 

Education: University of Nebraska-Lincoln, BA; University 

of South Dakota, MA with an Emphasis in Public Policy and 

American Government 

Occupation: Philanthropy Officer 

Professional Experience: Patient Experience Strategist at 

Sanford Health 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2019-Present; 

Minority Whip, 2019-2022; Assistant Minority Leader, 2023-

2024; Minority Leader, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Legislative Procedure, Joint Legislative 

Procedure, House State Affairs, Bonding, Executive Board, 

Joint Select Committee on Prison Legislation 

 

 

Mellissa Heermann (R) District 7 

Email: Mellissa.Heermann@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Brookings 

Spouse: Cody     Children: 3 

Religion: Christian 

Education: University of Nebraska-Lincoln, International 

Business; South Dakota State University, Masters of 

Operations Management 

Occupation: Revenue Cycle Director 

Professional Experience: Lake Preston City Council; Mayor 

of Lake Preston; Brookings School Board, 6 Years 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2023-Present 

Committees: House Education, House Local Government, 

Executive Board 
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Leslie J. Heinemann (R) District 25 

Email: Les.Heinemann@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Minnehaha, Moody 

Spouse: Libby     Children: 4 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: Flandreau Public High School; Augustana 

University, BA; Loyola University of Chicago, DDS 

Occupation: Retired Dentist, Farmer 

Professional Experience: Private Dental Practice, 44 Years 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2013-2018, 

2025-Present; Majority Whip, 2017-2018, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Health and Human Services (Vice-

Chair); House Retirement Laws (Vice-Chair); House State 

Affairs; Community Support Providers, State and Federal 

Efficiencies Interim Committee (Co-Chair); Comprehensive 

Property Tax Task Force; Retirement Laws 

 

 

John Hughes (R) District 13 

Email: John.Hughes@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Lincoln, Minnehaha 

Spouse: Beth     Children: 3 

Religion: Christian 

Education: Huron Senior High School, 1975; South Dakota 

State University, B.A. (With Honor), 1979; University of 

Nebraska College of Law, Juris Doctor (With Distinction), 

1982; Executive Editor, Nebraska Law Review, Order of the 

Coif 

Occupation: Attorney 

Professional Experience: Owner of Hughes Law Office 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Judiciary, House Taxation (Vice-Chair), 

Code Commission, Comprehensive Property Tax Task Force 

 

 

Jana Hunt (R) District 28A 

Email: Jana.Hunt@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Corson, Dewey, Perkins, Ziebach 

Religion: Christian 

Education: Bachelorôs of Science in Nursing 

Occupation: Rancher, Registered Nurse 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Agriculture and Natural Resources, 

House Judiciary, Agricultural Land Assessment Task Force, 

Comprehensive Property Tax Task Force, Emergency Medical 

Services Interim Committee (Co-Chair) 
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Travis Ismay (R) District 28B 

Email: Tavis.Ismay@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Butte, Harding, Perkins 

Spouse: Dusta     Children: 6 

Religion: Christian 

Education: Western Dakota Tech, Diesel Mechanic Degree, 

1998 

Occupation: Farmer, Rancher, Welder 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Agriculture and Natural Resources, 

House Education 

 

 

 

Greg Jamison (R) District 12 

Email: Greg.Jamison@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Lincoln, Minnehaha 

Spouse: Beth     Children: 2 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: University of South Dakota, Mass 

Communications and Criminal Justice 

Occupation: Commercial Real Estate Broker Associate 

Professional Experience: Small Business Owner, Jamison 

Advertising and Jamison Company Real Estate, 24 Years; 

Sioux Falls City Council, 2008-2016 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2017-2018, 

2021-Present; Majority Whip, 2025-Present 

Committees: Joint Legislative Procedure; House Legislative 

Procedure; House Local Government (Chair); House State 

Affairs; Comprehensive Property Tax Task Force; Executive 

Board; Initial Incarceration, Reentry Analysis, and 

Comparison of Relevant States Interim Committee (Co-

Chair); Joint Select Committee on Prison Legislation 

 

 

Phil Jensen (R) District 33 

Email: Phil.Jensen@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Meade, Pennington 

Education: Southeast High School, 1970; Pratt Community 

College, Wichita State University, Kansas University Medical 

Center, 1973-1977 

Occupation: Small Business Owner 

Professional Experience: President, Health Advantage Inc., 

26 Years; President, Marshall Lea Enterprises, LLC, 20 Years-

Present 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2009-2012, 

2021-Present; State Senator, 2013-2020 

Committees: House Education, House Transportation 
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Dylan C. Jordan (R) District 4 

Email: Dylan.Jordan@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Clark, Codington, Deuel, Grant, Hamlin, Roberts 

Religion: Christian 

Education: High School Diploma 

Occupation: Machine Operator, DJ 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Education, House Health and Human 

Services 

 

 

 

 

 

Terri Jorgenson (R) District 29 

Email: Terri.Jorgenson@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Meade 

Spouse: Dennis 

Occupation: Retired Military 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Committee on Appropriations, Joint 

Committee on Appropriations, House Military and Veterans 

Affairs 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Kassin (R) District 17 

Email: Chris.Kassin@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Clay, Union 

Spouse: Katie     Children: 2 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: Huron High School, University of South Dakota 

Occupation: Nonprofit Administration 

Professional Experience: Vice President of External and 

Corporate Relations, University of South Dakota Foundation 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2023-Present 

Committees: House Committee on Appropriations, Joint 

Committee on Appropriations, Revenue Projection 

Subcommittee 
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Tony Kayser (R) District 14  

Email: Tony.Kayser@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Minnehaha 

Spouse: Katie     Children: 5 

Religion: Catholic 

Occupation: Investment Advisor Representative 

Professional Experience: Financial Advisor, 42 Years 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Commerce and Energy, House Health 

and Human Services, House Military and Veterans Affairs 

 

 

 

 

Jack R. Kolbeck (R) District 13 

Email: Jack.Kolbeck@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Lincoln, Minnehaha 

Spouse: Muriel     Children: 3 

Religion: Baptist 

Education: South Dakota State University, BA 

Occupation: KAM -Beal Dist. Inc. 

Professional Experience: Malt Beverage Business, 52 Years 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2017-2024, 

2025-Present; Majority Whip, 2023-2024 

Committees: House Committee on Appropriations, Joint 

Committee on Appropriations, Joint Select Committee on 

Prison Legislation 

 

 

David Kull (R) District 2 

Email: David.Kull@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Minnehaha 

Spouse: Ginnie     Children: 2 

Religion: Catholic 

Occupation: Retired Police Chief 

Professional Experience: 41 Years in Law Enforcement; 30 

Years with the Sioux Falls Police Department, 11 Years as 

Brandon Police Chief; Brandon City Councilman 2019-

Present 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2023-Present 

Committees: House Judiciary, House Local Government, 

House Retirement Laws, Emergency Medical Services Interim 

Committee, Retirement Laws 
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Trish Ladner (R) District 30 

Email: Trish.Ladner@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Custer, Fall River, Pennington 

Spouse: Bobby     Children: 2 

Religion: Christian 

Education: 3 Years of College 

Occupation: Business Owner 

Professional Experience: Ran a Nonprofit with >150 

Employees; Business Owner of a Marketing/Advertising 

Company, 15 Years 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2021-Present; 

LRC Executive Board Member, 2021-2022 

Committees: House Agriculture and Natural Resources, 

House Local Government 

 

 

Karla J. Lems (R) District 16 

Email: Karla.Lems@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Lincoln, Turner, Union 

Spouse: Gaylon     Children: 3 

Religion: Christian 

Education: Bachelorôs Degree 

Occupation: Business Owner 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2023-Present; 

Speaker Pro Tempore, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Commerce and Energy (Chair), House 

Government Operations and Audit, House Legislative 

Procedure (Vice-Chair), Joint Legislative Procedure, House 

State Affairs, Bonding, Government Operations and Audit, 

Joint Select Committee on Prison Legislation 

 

 

Logan Manhart (R) District 1  

Email: Logan.Manhart@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Brown, Day, Marshall, Roberts 

Spouse: Karina     Children: 1 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: Technical School 

Occupation: Construction, Real Estate 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Education, House Health and Human 

Services 
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Curt Massie (R) District 33 

Email: Curt.Massie@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Meade, Pennington 

Spouse: Jodi     Children: 2 

Religion: Christian 

Education: Belle Fourche High School; Black Hills State 

University, BS in Business Administration 

Occupation: SD State and Local Tax Consultant 

Professional Experience: SD State Sales, Use, and 

Contractorsô Excise Tax Auditor, 24 Years; SD State and 

Local Tax Consultant, 2018-Present 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2023-Present 

Committees: House Judiciary, House Taxation 

 

 

Liz M. May (R) District 27 

Email: Liz.May@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Bennett, Jackson, Oglala Lakota, Pennington 

Spouse: Avery     Children: 2 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: Spearfish High School, 1979; Tarrant County 

College, Computer Language; Texas Property and Casualty, 

Degree in Property and Casualty Insurance, 1995 

Occupation: Rancher, Small Business Owner 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2013-2018, 

2021-Present 

Committees: House Committee on Appropriations, Joint 

Committee on Appropriations 

 

 

Scott Moore (R) District 23 

Email: Scott.Moore@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Brown, Campbell, Edmunds, Faulk, Hand, 

McPherson, Potter, Walworth 

Spouse: Elizabeth     Children: 3 

Education: Technical Institute 

Occupation: CEO FEM Electric Association 

Professional Experience: Manager, CEO of a Rural Electric 

Company, 32 Years 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2023-Present 

Committees: House Committee on Appropriations, Joint 

Committee on Appropriations, House Government Operations 

and Audit (Vice-Chair), House Military and Veterans Affairs, 

Revenue Projection Subcommittee, Government Operations 

and Audit 
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Will Mortenson (R) District 24 

Email: Will.Mortenson@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Haakon, Hughes, Hyde, Stanley, Sully 

Spouse: Shuree     Children: 2 

Religion: Christian 

Education: TF Riggs High School; University of South 

Dakota, BA, 2010; University of Virginia Law, JD, 2016 

Occupation: Attorney, Cow Hand 

Professional Experience: Cow Hand, 1998-Present; Office of 

Governor Dennis Daugaard, 2010-2013; Agriculture, 

Business, and Estate Attorney, 2016-Present 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2021-Present; 

Majority Leader, 2023-2024; LRC Executive Board Member, 

2023-2024 

Committees: House Judiciary, House Taxation, State-Tribal 

Relations (Co-Chair) 

 

 

Erik Muckey (D) District 15  

Email: Erik.Muckey@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Minnehaha 

Spouse: Sadie 

Religion: Protestant 

Education: Corsica High School, 2010; University of South 

Dakota, Bachelor of Business Administration in Economics 

with Honors, 2014; Project Management Professional, 2017; 

University of Minnesota-Twin Cities, Master of Business 

Administration and Master of Public Policy with Certificate in 

Nonprofit Management, 2020 

Occupation: Nonprofit Management Consultant 

Professional Experience: Founder and CEO of PASQ, 2017-

Present; Co-Founder and Executive Director of Lost & Found, 

2010-2024; Project and Partnership Manager, 6 Years; 

Adjunct Instructor of Economics at the University of South 

Dakota 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Committee on Appropriations, Joint 

Committee on Appropriations, House Retirement Laws, 

Revenue Projection Subcommittee, Retirement Laws, Rules 

Review 
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Tina L. Mulally (R) District 35  

Email: Tina.Mulally@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Pennington 

Spouse: Daniel 

Religion: Follower of Christ 

Occupation: Business Owner, Homemaker 

Professional Experience: Pennington County Republican 

Women Executive Board, 2 Years; SD Federation of 

Republican Women Treasurer and Executive Board, 4 Years 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2019-Present 

Committees: House Commerce and Energy, House 

Legislative Procedure, Joint Legislative Procedure, House 

Local Government 

 

 

Brian Mulder (R) District 11  

Email: Brian.Mulder@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Minnehaha 

Spouse: Chrissy     Children: 3 

Religion: Christian 

Education: Bachelorôs Degree 

Occupation: Nonprofit Director, Ordained Minister 

Professional Experience: Overseas Military Contractor with 

the Chaplainôs Office; Executive Pastor; Nonprofit Leader; 

NCSL Standing Health Committee (Vice-Chair), Health 

Artificial Intelligence Task Force 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2023-Present 

Committees: House Health and Human Services (Chair); 

House Transportation; Community Support Providers, State 

and Federal Efficiencies Interim Committee; Executive Board, 

Joint Select Committee on Prison Legislation 

 

 

Kaley Nolz (R) District 20 

Email: Kaley.Nolz@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Davison, Jerauld, Miner, Sanborn 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: South Dakota State University, BS in Agricultural 

Business; University of Sioux Falls, Masters of Business 

Administration 

Occupation: Small Business Owner 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Agriculture and Natural Resources, 

House Commerce and Energy 
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Al Novstrup (R) District 3  

Email: Al.Novstrup@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Brown 

Spouse: Kathy     Children: 2 

Religion: Global Methodist 

Education: Sisseton High School; South Dakota State 

University, Bachelor of Science in Economics with a Minor in 

Science 

Occupation: Family Entertainment Center Manager 

Professional Experience: Teacher, Math and Science, 

Granite Falls, MN; Owner/Manager, Computer Company, 

1983-2000; Owner/Manager, Family Fun Park, 1994-Present; 

Representative to the White House Conference on Small 

Business; Kiwanis; Former Board Member, Boys and Girls 

Club; Board Member, Salvation Army; Jaycees Employer of 

the Year; Mayorôs Outstanding Employer for Disabled 

Employees 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2003-2008, 

2015-2016, 2025-Present; State Senator, 2009-2014, 2017-

2024; Majority Whip, 2017-2020 

Committees: House Committee on Appropriations (Vice-

Chair), Joint Committee on Appropriations, Revenue 

Projection Subcommittee 

 

 

Scott Odenbach (R) District 31 

Email: Scott.Odenbach@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Lawrence 

Spouse: Laura     Children: 3 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: Eureka High School, 1990; South Dakota State 

University, BS in Political Science and Journalism, 1995; 

University of South Dakota, Juris Doctorate, 2001 

Occupation: Attorney 

Professional Experience: Assistant General Counsel, FL 

Dept of Education, 2003-2006; Partner, Seward and 

Odenbach, P.C., 2006-2010; Owner, Scott J. Odenbach P.C., 

2010-Present; Owner/Broker, Liberty Tree Properties, 2014-

Present; Spearfish School Board, 2017-2020 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2021-Present; 

Majority Leader, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Legislative Procedure, Joint Legislative 

Procedure, House State Affairs (Chair), Bonding, 

Comprehensive Property Tax Task Force, Executive Board, 

State-Tribal Relations, Joint Select Committee on Prison 

Legislation 
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Marty Overweg (R) District 21 

Email: Marty.Overweg@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Aurora, Charles Mix, Douglas, Gregory, Tripp 

Spouse: Carol     Children: 5 

Religion: Christian Reformed 

Education: Dakota Christian High School 

Occupation: Agricultural Businessman, Farmer 

Professional Experience: Small Business Owner, 40 Years; 

Small Farmer, 25 Years 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2020-Present; 

Assistant Majority Leader, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Agriculture and Natural Resources 

(Chair), House Government Operations and Audit (Chair), 

House Legislative Procedure, Joint Legislative Procedure, 

House State Affairs (Vice-Chair), Agricultural Land 

Assessment Task Force (Chair), Government Operations and 

Audit (Vice-Chair) 

 

 

Drew Peterson (R) District 19 

Email: Drew.Peterson@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Bon Homme, Hanson, Hutchinson, McCook, 

Turner 

Spouse: Lauren     Children: 2 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: McCook Central High School; University of 

South Dakota, BBA in Finance 

Occupation: Farmer, Rancher 

Professional Experience: SD Ag Foundation Director, 

SECOG Director, SD Soybean Association Director 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2023-Present 

Committees: House Agriculture and Natural Resources, 

House Commerce and Energy 

 

 

Peri Pourier (R) District 27 

Email: Peri.Pourier@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Bennett, Jackson, Oglala Lakota, Pennington 

Spouse: Ernest     Children: 2 

Religion: Christian 

Occupation: Entrepreneur 

Professional Experience: US Navy Veteran; Intelligence; 

Owner of a Consulting Firm 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2019-Present; 

Minority Whip, 2023-2024 

Committees: House Judiciary, House Military and Veterans 

Affairs, House Taxation, Comprehensive Property Tax Task 

Force, State-Tribal Relations 
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Tony Randolph (R) District 35 

Email: Tony.Randolph@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Pennington 

Spouse: Audrey     Children: 7 

Religion: Non-Denominational 

Education: High School Graduate 

Occupation: Electrical Contractor 

Professional Experience: Electrical Contractor, 25 Years; SD 

State Electrical Contractors License; Small Business Owner; 

US Army, 5 Years 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2019-Present 

Committees: House Military and Veterans Affairs; House 

Taxation; House Transportation (Chair); Initial Incarceration, 

Reentry Analysis, and Comparison of Relevant States Interim 

Committee; Liaison Committee to the Department of 

Education (Co-Chair) 

 

 

Taylor Rehfeldt (R) District 14 

Email: Taylor.Rehfeldt@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Minnehaha 

Spouse: Corey     Children: 3 

Religion: Christian 

Education: Mount Mary University, Doctorate in Nurse 

Anesthesia Practice (DNAP); South Dakota State University, 

BS in Nursing; South Dakota School of Mines and 

Technology, BS in Interdisciplinary Sciences 

Occupation: Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2021-Present 

Committees: House Health and Human Services, House 

Transportation 

 

 

 

Rebecca Reimer (R) District 26B 

Email: Rebecca.Reimer@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Brule, Buffalo, Hughes, Hyde, Jones, Lyman 

Spouse: Mike     Children: 2 

Religion: Christian 

Education: BS from SDSU 

Occupation: Business Owner 

Professional Experience: Chamberlain School Board, 13 

Years 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2018-Present; 

Majority Whip, 2021-2022; LRC Executive Board Member, 

2023-2024 

Committees: House Health and Human Services, House 

Judiciary 
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Tim Reisch (R) District 8 

Email: Tim.Reisch@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Brookings, Kingsbury, Lake, Miner 

Spouse: Anne     Children: 5 

Education: BS in Public Administration, Upper Iowa 

University; MS in Administrative Studies, University of South 

Dakota; MS in Strategic Studies, US Army War College 

Occupation: Retired Sheriff/Corrections, National Guard 

Professional Experience: Sherriff of Miner County, 1983-

2000; Cabinet Secretary of the SD Department of Corrections, 

2003-2011; Adjutant General of the SD National Guard, 2011-

2019 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2023-Present 

Committees: House Judiciary; House Military and Veterans 

Affairs (Vice-Chair); House State Affairs; Initial 

Incarceration, Reentry Analysis, and Comparison of Relevant 

States Interim Committee; Joint Select Committee on Prison 

Legislation 

 

 

Kathy Rice (R) District 29 

Email: Kathy.Rice@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Meade 

Occupation: Small Business Owner 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Agriculture and Natural Resources, 

House Education 
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Matt Roby (R) District 5  

Email: Matt.Roby@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Codington 

Spouse: Stefanie     Children: 4 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: Watertown High School, 2002; University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln, 2007; University of St. Thomas School of 

Law, 2010 

Occupation: Attorney, Investment Advisor 

Professional Experience: South Dakota Attorney Generalôs 

Office, 2010-2012; Fischer Rounds Insurance, 2012-2015; 

Roby Law Office, 2015-2017; Watertown City Attorney, 

2017-2022; Hi-Line Capital Management, 2022-Present 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Judiciary, House Local Government 

 

 

Kent Roe (R) District 4 

Email: Kent.Roe@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Clark, Codington, Deuel, Grant, Hamlin, Roberts 

Spouse: Melissa     Children: 2 

Religion: Lutheran (NALC) 

Education: Hamlin High School, 1984; South Dakota State 

University, BS in Animal Science, 1988 

Occupation: Appraiser 

Professional Experience: Certified General Appraiser, 2020-

Present; Contract Freight/Brokerage/Transportation, 1996-

2022; Dairy/Livestock Farm 1984-1996; Sioux Rural Water 

Board, 12 Years; Signer of Incorporation of Dakota Mainstem 

Regional Water System 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Taxation, House Transportation 

 

 

Brandei Schaefbauer (R) District 3 

Email: Brandei.Schaefbauer@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Brown 

Children: 4 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: Associate Degree in Surgical Technology, Real 

Estate Brokers License 

Occupation: Wife/Mother 

Professional Experience: Avera St. Lukeôs in Surgery, 2 

Years; Orthopedic Doctors, 10 Years; Volunteer; Food Pantry 

Coordinator 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2023-Present; 

Majority Whip, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Health and Human Services, House State 

Affairs 
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Tesa Schwans (R) District 9 

Email: Tesa.Schwans@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Minnehaha 

Spouse: Jay     Children: 3 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: Black Hills State University, Black Hills Beauty 

College 

Occupation: Hair Stylist, Small Business Owner 

Professional Experience: Hair Stylist, Small Business 

Owner, Distributor Representative, Master Artistic Educator 

for LôOr®al Professional USA Division 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Commerce and Energy, House 

Education, Liaison Committee to the Department of Education 

 

 

William Shorma (R) District 17 

Email: William.Shorma@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Clay, Union 

Spouse: Marcie     Children: 3 

Religion: Lutheran 

Education: 2 Years Business Management NDSSS 

Occupation: Business Owner 

Professional Experience: Manufacturing Leadership and 

Ownership, 1980-Present 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2023-Present; 

State Senator, 2015-2016 

Committees: House Commerce and Energy, House Military 

and Veterans Affairs, House Transportation 

 

 

John Shubeck (R) District 16 

Email: John.Shubeck@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Lincoln, Turner, Union 

Spouse: Megan     Children: 4 

Religion: Christian 

Education: Centerville High School; University of South 

Dakota, BS in Earth Sciences; South Dakota State University, 

MS in Plant Science 

Occupation: Farmer 

Professional Experience: Farmer; US Marines, 20 Years; 

College and High School Track Coach, 13 Years 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 
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John Sjaarda (R) District 2 

Email: John.Sjaarda@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Minnehaha 

Spouse: Kaye     Children: 4 

Religion: Reformed 

Education: Sioux Falls Christian School, Dordt College 

Occupation: Farmer 

Professional Experience: Farmer, 1996-Present; School 

Board Member; Church Council 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2023-Present 

Committees: House Committee on Appropriations, Joint 

Committee on Appropriations 

 

 

Bethany Soye (R) District 9 

Email: Bethany.Soye@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Minnehaha 

Spouse: Ryan     Children: 3 

Education: North Central University, BS in Business 

Administration; College of William & Mary, JD and Master 

of Public Policy 

Occupation: Full-Time Mom, Attorney, Former BSA/AML 

Compliance 

Professional Experience: Clerk for the U.S. Senate Judiciary 

Committee: Subcommittee on Oversight, Agency Action, 

Federal Courts, and Federal Rights; Republican National 

Delegate for Virginia, 2016 RNC; Committee on Permanent 

Organization; Sioux Empire Fastpitch Softball Association 

Board Member, Coach, and Umpire; America Reads Tutor 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2021-Present; 

Majority Whip 2025-Present 

Committees: House Judiciary (Vice-Chair), House State 

Affairs 
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Mike Stevens (R) District 18 

Email: Mike.Stevens@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Clay, Yankton 

Spouse: Linda     Children: 4 

Religion: Christian 

Education: North St. Paul High School, 1971; Bethel College, 

B.A., 1975; University of South Dakota, Juris Doctorate, 1978 

Occupation: Attorney 

Professional Experience: Partner, Blackburn & Stevens Prof. 

LLC; Special Assistant to South Dakota Attorney General 

Mark Meierhenry; Former Chairman and Board Member of 

Yankton School Board 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2013-2018, 

2021-Present; Majority Whip, 2015-2016; Speaker Pro 

Tempore, 2023-2024; LRC Executive Board Member, 2017-

2018, 2023-2024 

Committees: House Education (Vice-Chair), House Judiciary 

(Chair) 

 

 

Nicole Uhre-Balk (D) District 32 

Email: Nicole.Uhre-Balk@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Pennington 

Spouse: Forest 

Education: Stevens High School; Bethel University, BA in 

Biology and BA in Environmental Studies; Black Hills State 

University, 7-12 Biology Teacher Certificate and Masters of 

Science in Curriculum Design and Instruction with a Science 

Emphasis 

Occupation: Educator 

Professional Experience: Middle and High School Biology, 

Physical Science, Earth Science, and Computer Science 

Teacher; Learning Specialist at TIE (Technology and 

Innovation in Education); STEM Education Specialist at 

Black Hills State University 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present; 

Minority Whip, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Commerce and Energy; House 

Education; Agricultural Land Assessment Task Force; 

Community Support Providers, State and Federal Efficiencies 

Interim Committee  
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Kevin Van Diepen (R) District 22 

Email: Kevin.VanDiepen@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Beadle, Clark, Spink 

Spouse: Amy     Children: 1 

Religion: Lutheran 

Education: High School Graduate 

Occupation: Retired Law Enforcement 

Professional Experience: Law Enforcement, 36 Years 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Agriculture and Natural Resources, 

House Local Government 

 

 

 

Tim Walburg (R) District 8 

Email: Tim.Walburg@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Brookings, Kingsbury, Lake, Miner 

Spouse: Debra     Children: 2 

Religion: Methodist/Lutheran 

Occupation: Paramedic, Retired Sheriff 

Professional Experience: 30 Years of Law Enforcement with 

Codington County Sheriffôs Office, Turner County Sheriffôs 

Office, City of Canton, and Lake County Sheriffôs Office; 33 

Years in Emergency Medical Services; Secretary, Treasurer, 

Vice President, and President of SD Sheriffs Association 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Judiciary, House Taxation, Emergency 

Medical Services Interim Committee 

 

 

Keri K. Weems (R) District 11 

Email: Keri.Weems@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Minnehaha 

Occupation: Independent Contractor 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2003-2008, 

2025-Present 

Committees: House Military and Veterans Affairs, House 

Taxation, House Transportation 
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Mike Weisgram (R) District 24 

Email: Mike.Weisgram@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Haakon, Hughes, Hyde, Stanly, Sully 

Spouse: Judy     Children: 2 

Religion: Catholic 

Education: TF Riggs High School, Northern State University 

Occupation: Retired, Business Owner 

Professional Experience: Small Business Owner/Retailer, 37 

Years; Fort Pierre City Council, 5 Years 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2021-Present; 

LRC Executive Board Member, 2023-2024 

Committees: House Commerce and Energy, House 

Retirement Laws (Chair), House Taxation, Retirement Laws 

(Vice-Chair) 

 

 

Kadyn Wittman (D) District 15  

Email: Kadyn.Wittman@sdlegislature.gov  

Counties: Minnehaha 

Education: Augustana University, BA in Sociology with an 

Emphasis on Womenôs Studies 

Occupation: Development Director 

Professional Experience: Director of Development for Sioux 

Falls Family YMCA 

Legislative Experience: State Representative, 2023-Present; 

Minority Whip, 2025-Present 

Committees: House Agriculture and Natural Resources; 

House Local Government; Agricultural Land Assessment 

Task Force; Initial Incarceration, Reentry Analysis, and 

Comparison of Relevant States Interim Committee 
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Speaker of the House of Representatives 

1889 ï Present 
Sutton E. Young ï Republican; Sioux Falls, Minnehaha ................................................. 1889 ï 1890 

Charles X. Seward ï Republican; Watertown, Codington ............................................... 1891 ï 1892 

James Marshall Lawson ï Republican; Aberdeen, Brown .............................................. 1893 ï 1894 

Charles Tisdale Howard ï Republican; Redfield, Spink .................................................. 1895 ï 1896 

John Colvin ï Populist; Mitchell, Davison ...................................................................... 1897 ï 1898 

Albert G. Somers ï Republican; Strouseton, Grant ......................................................... 1899 ï 1902 

John L. Browne ï Republican; Aberdeen, Brown ........................................................... 1903 ï 1906 

Morris J. Chaney ï Republican; Wakonda, Clay ............................................................. 1907 ï 1910 

Charles J. Morris ï Republican; Sioux Falls, Minnehaha ................................................ 1911 ï 1912 

Peter J. Tscharner ï Republican; Lemmon, Perkins ........................................................ 1913 ï 1914 

Charles A. Christopherson ï Republican; Sioux Falls, Minnehaha ................................. 1915 ï 1916 

A.C. Roberts ï Republican; Pierpont, Day ...................................................................... 1917 ï 1918 

Lewis Benson ï Republican; Flandreau, Moody ............................................................. 1919 ï 1920 

Christian O. Berdahl ï Republican; Garretson, Minnehaha ............................................. 1921 ï 1922 

Emmet Orville Frescoln ï Republican; Winner, Tripp .................................................... 1923 ï 1924 

Charles S. McDonald ï Republican; Sioux Falls, Minnehaha ......................................... 1925 ï 1926 

Ray F. Williamson ï Republican; Aberdeen, Brown ....................................................... 1927 ï 1928 

Daniel K. Loucks ï Republican; Watertown, Codington ................................................. 1929 ï 1930 

B.W. McVeigh ï Republican; Britton, Marshall ............................................................. 1931 ï 1932 

George Abild ï Democratic; Pukwana, Brule.................................................................. 1933 ï 1934 

W.J. Eggert ï Democratic; Rockham, Faulk ................................................................... 1935 ï 1936 

Albert C. Miller ï Republican; Kennebec, Lyman .......................................................... 1937 ï 1940 

George T. Mickelson ï Republican; Selby, Walworth .................................................... 1941 ï 1942 

O.H. Hove ï Republican; Colman, Moody ...................................................................... 1943 ï 1944 

Anton Christian Halls ï Republican; Garretson, Minnehaha ........................................... 1945 ï 1946 

George Wininger Mills ï Republican; Wall, Pennington ................................................ 1947 ï 1948 

Arthur E. Munck ï Republican; Pierre, Hughes .............................................................. 1949 ï 1950 

Hugh H. Stokes ï Republican; Flandreau, Moody .......................................................... 1951 ï 1952 

Hobart H. Gates ï Republican; Custer, Custer ................................................................ 1953 ï 1954 

Nils A. Boe ï Republican; Sioux Falls, Minnehaha ........................................................ 1955 ï 1958 

Archie M. Gubbrud ï Republican; Alcester, Lincoln ...................................................... 1959 ï 1960 

Carl T. Burgess ï Republican; Rapid City, Pennington ................................................... 1961 ï 1962 

Paul E. Brown ï Republican; Arlington, Kingsbury ........................................................ 1963 ï 1964 

Charles C. Droz ï Republican; Miller, Hand ................................................................... 1965 ï 1966 

James D. Jelbert ï Republican; Spearfish, Lawrence ...................................................... 1967 ï 1968 

Dexter H. Gunderson ï Republican; Irene, Clay ............................................................. 1969 ï 1970 

Donald E. Osheim ï Republican; Watertown, Codington ............................................... 1971 ï 1972 

Gene N. Lebrun ï Democratic; Rapid City, Pennington .................................................. 1973 ï 1974 

Joseph H. Barnett ï Republican; Aberdeen, Brown ........................................................ 1975 ï 1976 

Lowell C. Hansen II ï Republican; Sioux Falls, Minnehaha ........................................... 1977 ï 1978 

George S. Mickelson ï Republican; Brookings, Brookings ............................................ 1979 ï 1980 

Walter Dale Miller ï Republican; New Underwood, Pennington .................................... 1981 ï 1982 

Jerome B. Lammers ï Republican; Madison, Lake ......................................................... 1983 ï 1984 

Donald J. Ham ï Republican; Rapid City, Pennington .................................................... 1985 ï 1986 

Debra R. Anderson ï Republican; Sioux Falls, Minnehaha............................................. 1987 ï 1988 

Royal J. óBudô Wood ï Republican; Warner, Brown ...................................................... 1989 ï 1990 

E. James óJimô Hood ï Republican; Spearfish, Lawrence ............................................... 1991 ï 1992 

Steve K. Cutler ï Republican; Claremont, Brown ........................................................... 1993 ï 1994 

Harvey C. Krautschun ï Republican; Spearfish, Lawrence ............................................. 1995 ï 1996 

Rexford A. óRexô Hagg ï Republican; Rapid City, Pennington ...................................... 1997 ï 1998 
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Roger W. Hunt ï Republican; Brandon, Minnehaha ....................................................... 1999 ï 2000 

Scott G. Eccarius ï Republican; Rapid City, Pennington ................................................ 2001 ï 2002 

Matthew J.W. Michels ï Republican; Yankton, Yankton ................................................ 2003 ï 2006 

Thomas J. Deadrick ï Republican; Platte, Charles Mix .................................................. 2007 ï 2010 

Valentine Rausch ï Republican; Big Stone City, Grant .................................................. 2011 ï 2012 

Brian Gosh ï Republican; Rapid City, Pennington ......................................................... 2013 ï 2014 

Dean Wink ï Republican; Howes, Meade ....................................................................... 2015 ï 2016 

Mark Mickelson ï Republican; Sioux Falls, Minnehaha ................................................. 2017 ï 2018 

Steven Haugaard ï Republican; Sioux Falls, Minnehaha ................................................ 2019 ï 2020 

Spencer Gosch ï Republican; Glenham, Walworth ......................................................... 2021 ï 2022 

Hugh Bartels ï Republican; Watertown, Codington ........................................................ 2023 ï 2024 

Jon Hansen ï Republican; Dell Rapids, Minnehaha ..................................................... 2025 ï Present 

 

President Pro Tempore  

1889 ï Present 
Frank J. Washabaugh ....................................................................................................... 1889 ï 1890 

Solomom Star .................................................................................................................. 1893 ï 1894 

Stephen Eugene Wilson ................................................................................................... 1895 ï 1896 

Louis Napoleon Crill ....................................................................................................... 1897 ï 1898 

Carl Gunderson ................................................................................................................ 1899 ï 1900 

James Marshall Lawson ................................................................................................... 1901 ï 1902 

John H. Williamson ......................................................................................................... 1903 ï 1904 

Henry T. Cooper .............................................................................................................. 1905 ï 1906 

Robert S. Vessey ............................................................................................................. 1907 ï 1908 

Frank M. Byrne ............................................................................................................... 1909 ï 1910 

Andrew J. Lockhart ......................................................................................................... 1911 ï 1912 

William Hoese Jr ............................................................................................................. 1913 ï 1914 

C.S. Amsden .................................................................................................................... 1915 ï 1928 

Leonard M. Simons ......................................................................................................... 1929 ï 1932 

Lewis John Larson ....................................................................................................................... 1933 

Mancel W. Peterson ......................................................................................................... 1935 ï 1936 

Leonard M. Simons ......................................................................................................... 1937 ï 1938 

Archie Willis Odell .......................................................................................................... 1939 ï 1940 

David J. Tiede .................................................................................................................. 1941 ï 1944 

Charles S. Reed ............................................................................................................... 1945 ï 1946 

E.L. Stavig ....................................................................................................................... 1947 ï 1948 

Albert R. Risty ................................................................................................................. 1949 ï 1950 

Ed T. Elkins ..................................................................................................................... 1951 ï 1952 

Alfred D. Roesler ............................................................................................................. 1953 ï 1954 

Frank A. Ferguson ........................................................................................................... 1955 ï 1956 

Art B. Anderson............................................................................................................... 1957 ï 1958 

Henry J. Oster .................................................................................................................. 1959 ï 1960 

Hilbert David Bogue ........................................................................................................ 1961 ï 1962 

James Ramey ................................................................................................................... 1963 ï 1964 

James Abdnor .................................................................................................................. 1965 ï 1966 

Lloyd Schrag ................................................................................................................... 1967 ï 1968 

G. Robert Bartron ............................................................................................................ 1969 ï 1970 

Louis L. óRoyô Johnson ................................................................................................... 1971 ï 1972 

Charles E. Donnelly Jr ..................................................................................................... 1973 ï 1974 

Michael J. OôConnor ....................................................................................................... 1975 ï 1976 

Clint Roberts .................................................................................................................... 1977 ï 1978 

Mary A. Bibby McClure .................................................................................................. 1979 ï 1989 
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Harold W. Halverson ....................................................................................................... 1990 ï 1992 

R. Lars Herseth ................................................................................................................ 1993 ï 1994 

Harold W. Halverson ....................................................................................................... 1995 ï 2000 

Arnold M. Brown ............................................................................................................ 2001 ï 2004 

Lee A. Schoenbeck .......................................................................................................... 2005 ï 2006 

Bob Gray ......................................................................................................................... 2007 ï 2012 

Corey William Brown ..................................................................................................... 2013 ï 2015 

Gary L. Cammack ........................................................................................................... 2015 ï 2016 

Brock L. Greenfield ......................................................................................................... 2017 ï 2020 

Lee A. Schoenbeck .......................................................................................................... 2021 ï 2024 

Chris Karr ..................................................................................................................... 2025 ï Present 
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Members, Officers, and Employees of the 

100th Legislative Session ï 2025 

Senate Members 

District   County                                                                   Name (Party Affiliation)    Home City 

 1 Brown, Day, Marshall, Roberts ............................ Michael Rohl (R) ................... Aberdeen 

 2 Minnehaha ............................................................ Steve Kolbeck (R) .................... Brandon 

 3 Brown ................................................................... Carl Perry (R) ........................ Aberdeen 

 4 Clark, Codington, Deuel, Grant, Hamlin,  

  Roberts .................................................................. Stephanie Sauder (R) ................. Bryant 

 5 Codington ............................................................. Glen Vilhauer (R) ................ Watertown 

 6 Lincoln .................................................................. Ernie Otten (R) ............................... Tea 

 7 Brookings ............................................................. Tim Reed (R) ........................ Brookings 

 8 Brookings, Kingsbury, Lake, Miner ..................... Casey Crabtree (R).................. Madison 

 9 Minnehaha ............................................................ Joy Hohn (R)............................ Hartford 

 10 Minnehaha ............................................................ Liz Larson (D) .................... Sioux Falls 

 11 Minnehaha ............................................................ Chris Karr (R) ..................... Sioux Falls 

 12 Lincoln, Minnehaha .............................................. Arch Beal (R) ...................... Sioux Falls 

 13 Lincoln, Minnehaha .............................................. Sue Peterson (R) ................. Sioux Falls 

 14 Minnehaha ............................................................ Larry Zikmund (R).............. Sioux Falls 

 15 Minnehaha ............................................................ Jamie Smith (D) .................. Sioux Falls 

 16 Lincoln, Turner, Union ......................................... Kevin Jensen (R) ........................ Canton 

 17 Clay, Union ........................................................... Sydney Davis (R) ..................... Burbank 

 18 Clay, Yankton ....................................................... Lauren Nelson (R) ................... Yankton 

 19 Bon Homme, Hanson, Hutchinson,  

  McCook, Turner ................................................... Kyle Schoenfish (R)................ Scotland 

 20 Davison, Jerauld, Miner, Sanborn ......................... Paul Miskimins (R) .................. Mitchell 

 21 Aurora, Charles Mix, Douglas, Gregory,  

  Tripp ..................................................................... Mykala Voita (R) ................... Bonesteel 

 22 Beadle, Clark, Spink ............................................. David Wheeler* (R) .................... Huron 

 22 Beadle, Clark, Spink ............................................. Brandon Wipf (R) ....................... Huron 

 23 Brown, Campbell, Edmunds, Faulk, Hand,  

  McPherson, Potter, Walworth ............................... Mark Lapka (R) ........................... Leola 

 24 Haakon, Hughes, Hyde, Stanley, Sully ................. Jim Mehlhaff (R) ......................... Pierre 

 25 Minnehaha, Moody ............................................... Tom Pischke (R) ................ Dell Rapids 

 26 Brule, Buffalo, Hughes, Hyde, Jones,  

  Lyman, Mellette, Todd ......................................... Tamara Grove (R) ............. Lower Brule 

 27 Bennett, Jackson, Pennington,  

  Oglala Lakota ....................................................... Red Dawn Foster (D) ........... Pine Ridge 

 28 Butte, Corson, Dewey, Harding,  

  Perkins, Ziebach ................................................... Sam Marty (R) .................... Prairie City 

 29 Meade ................................................................... John Carley (R) ...................... Piedmont 

 30 Custer, Fall River, Pennington .............................. Amber Hulse (R) ................ Hot Springs 

 31 Lawrence .............................................................. Randy Deibert (R) .................. Spearfish 

 32 Pennington ............................................................ Helene Duhamel (R) ............ Rapid City 

 33 Meade, Pennington ............................................... Curt Voight (R) .................... Rapid City 

 34 Pennington ............................................................ Taffy Howard (R) ................ Rapid City 

 35 Pennington ............................................................ Greg Blanc (R) ..................... Rapid City 
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House Members 

District   County                                                                   Name (Party Affiliation)    Home City 

 1 Brown, Day, Marshall, Roberts ............................ Logan Manhart (R) ................ Aberdeen 

 1 Brown, Day, Marshall, Roberts ............................ Christopher Reder* (R) ............. Warner 

 1 Brown, Day, Marshall, Roberts ............................ Nick Fosness (R) ........................ Britton 

 2 Minnehaha ............................................................ David Kull (R) ......................... Brandon 

 2 Minnehaha ............................................................ John Sjaarda (R) ............ Valley Springs 

 3 Brown ................................................................... Al Novstrup (R) ..................... Aberdeen 

 3 Brown ................................................................... Brandei Schaefbauer (R) ........ Aberdeen 

 4 Clark, Codington, Deuel, Grant,  

  Hamlin, Roberts .................................................... Dylan Jordan (R) .................. Clear Lake 

 4 Clark, Codington, Deuel, Grant, 

  Hamlin, Roberts .................................................... Kent Roe (R) ................................ Hayti 

 5 Codington ............................................................. Josephine Garcia (R) ............ Watertown 

 5 Codington ............................................................. Matt Roby (R) ...................... Watertown 

 6 Lincoln .................................................................. Aaron Aylward (R) .............. Harrisburg 

 6 Lincoln .................................................................. Tim Czmowski (R) ............. Sioux Falls 

 7 Brookings ............................................................. Roger DeGroot (R) ............... Brookings 

 7 Brookings ............................................................. Mellissa Heermann (R) ......... Brookings 

 8 Brookings, Kingsbury, Lake, Miner ..................... Tim Reisch (R) ........................ Howard 

 8 Brookings, Kingsbury, Lake, Miner ..................... Tim Walburg (R) .................... Madison 

 9 Minnehaha ............................................................ Tesa Schwans (R) .................... Hartford 

 9 Minnehaha ............................................................ Bethany Soye (R) ................ Sioux Falls 

 10 Minnehaha ............................................................ Bobbi Andera (R) ............... Sioux Falls 

 10 Minnehaha ............................................................ Erin Healy (D) .................... Sioux Falls 

 11 Minnehaha ............................................................ Brian Mulder (R) ................ Sioux Falls 

 11 Minnehaha ............................................................ Keri Weems (R) .................. Sioux Falls 

 12 Lincoln, Minnehaha .............................................. Amber Arlint (R) ................ Sioux Falls 

 12 Lincoln, Minnehaha .............................................. Greg Jamison (R) ................ Sioux Falls 

 13 Lincoln, Minnehaha .............................................. John Hughes (R) ................. Sioux Falls 

 13 Lincoln, Minnehaha .............................................. Tony Venhuizen* (R) ......... Sioux Falls 

 13 Lincoln, Minnehaha .............................................. Jack Kolbeck (R) ................ Sioux Falls 

 14 Minnehaha ............................................................ Tony Kayser (R) ................. Sioux Falls 

 14 Minnehaha ............................................................ Taylor Rehfeldt (R) ............. Sioux Falls 

 15 Minnehaha ............................................................ Erik Muckey (D) ................. Sioux Falls 

 15 Minnehaha ............................................................ Kadyn Wittman (D) ............ Sioux Falls 

 16 Lincoln, Turner, Union ......................................... Karla Lems (R) .......................... Canton 

 16 Lincoln, Turner, Union ......................................... Richard Vasgaard* (R) ........ Centerville 

 16 Lincoln, Turner, Union ......................................... John Shubeck (R) ................... Beresford 

 17 Clay, Union ........................................................... Chris Kassin (R) .................. Vermillion 

 17 Clay, Union ........................................................... William Shorma (R)........ Dakota Dunes 

 18 Clay, Yankton ....................................................... Julie Auch (R) .......................... Yankton 

 18 Clay, Yankton ....................................................... Mike Stevens (R) ..................... Yankton 

 19 Bon Homme, Hanson, Hutchinson,  

  McCook, Turner ................................................... Jessica Bahmuller (R) .......... Alexandria 

 19 Bon Homme, Hanson, Hutchinson, 

  McCook, Turner ................................................... Drew Peterson (R) ...................... Salem 

 20 Davison, Jerauld, Miner, Sanborn ......................... Jeff Bathke (R) ......................... Mitchell 

 20 Davison, Jerauld, Miner, Sanborn ......................... Kaley Nolz (R) ......................... Mitchell 

 21 Aurora, Charles Mix, Douglas,  

  Gregory, Tripp ...................................................... Jim Halverson (R) ..................... Winner 
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House Members (Cont.) 

District   County                                                                   Name (Party Affiliation)    Home City 

 21 Aurora, Charles Mix, Douglas, 

  Gregory, Tripp ...................................................... Marty Overweg (R) .......... New Holland 

 22 Beadle, Clark, Spink ............................................. Lana Greenfield (R) ................... Doland 

 22 Beadle, Clark, Spink ............................................. Kevin Van Diepen (R) ................ Huron 

 23 Brown, Campbell, Edmunds, Faulk, Hand,  

  McPherson, Potter, Walworth ............................... Spencer Gosch (R) .................. Glenham 

 23 Brown, Campbell, Edmunds, Faulk, Hand, 

  McPherson, Potter, Walworth ............................... Scott Moore (R) ........................ Ipswich 

 24 Haakon, Hughes, Hyde, Stanley, Sully ................. Will Mortenson (R) ...................... Pierre 

 24 Haakon, Hughes, Hyde, Stanley, Sully ................. Mike Weisgram (R) ..................... Pierre 

 25 Minnehaha, Moody ............................................... Jon Hansen (R) .................. Dell Rapids 

 25 Minnehaha, Moody ............................................... Leslie Heinemann (R) ........... Flandreau 

26A Jones, Mellette, Todd ............................................ Eric Emery (D) ....................... Rosebud 

26B Brule, Buffalo, Hughes, Hyde, Jones, Lyman ....... Rebecca Reimer (R) .......... Chamberlain 

 27 Bennett, Jackson, Pennington, Oglala Lakota ....... Liz May (R) ...................................Kyle 

 27 Bennett, Jackson, Pennington, Oglala Lakota ....... Peri Pourier (R) .................... Pine Ridge 

28A Corson, Dewey, Perkins, Ziebach ......................... Jana Hunt (R) ............................. Dupree 

28B Butte, Harding, Perkins ......................................... Travis Ismay (R) ........................ Newell 

 29 Meade ................................................................... Terry Jorgenson (R) ............. Rapid City 

 29 Meade ................................................................... Kathy Rice (R) ................... Black Hawk 

 30 Custer, Fall River, Pennington .............................. Tim Goodwin (R) ................ Rapid City 

 30 Custer, Fall River, Pennington .............................. Trish Ladner (R) ................ Hot Springs 

 31 Lawrence .............................................................. Mary Fitzgerald (R) ............... Spearfish 

 31 Lawrence .............................................................. Scott Odenbach (R) ................ Spearfish 

 32 Pennington ............................................................ Steve Duffy (R) .................... Rapid City 

 32 Pennington ............................................................ Nicole Uhre-Balk (D) .......... Rapid City 

 33 Meade, Pennington ............................................... Phil Jensen (R) ..................... Rapid City 

 33 Meade, Pennington ............................................... Curt Massie (R) .................... Rapid City 

 34 Pennington ............................................................ Heather Baxter (R) ............... Rapid City 

 34 Pennington ............................................................ Mike Derby (R) .................... Rapid City 

 35 Pennington ............................................................ Tina Mulally (R) .................. Rapid City 

 35 Pennington ............................................................ Tony Randolph (R) .............. Rapid City 

 

Senate Officers and Employees 

Tony Venhuizen  ........................................... President .................................................... Sioux Falls 

Larry Rhoden* ............................................... President ................................................. Union Center 

Chris Karr ........................................... President Pro Tempore .......................................... Sioux Falls 

 

Peggy Laurenz .......... Secretary of the Senate 

Mike Oakland ................. Assistant Secretary  

Cecelia Kotilnek ............. Assistant Secretary 

Reverend Craig Wexler ........ Chief Chaplain 

Judy Page ...................... Secretary (Majority) 

Ayden Calvert ............... Secretary (Minority) 

Kaitlyn Baucom ........... Committee Secretary 

Jean Denton ................. Committee Secretary 

Mary Kirk .................... Committee Secretary 

Doug Mortenson .......... Committee Secretary 

Anne Reisch ................. Committee Secretary 

Lexie Schumacher ....... Committee Secretary 

David Bonde ...................... Sergeant at Arms 

Gary Hoscheid ... Assistant Sergeant at Arms 

Mike Fugitt ........ Assistant Sergeant at Arms 
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Senate Interns 

Willow Borgers ........................... Vermillion 

Ceci Burroughs ........................... Sioux Falls 

Maddie Cross ............................... Vermillion 

Elizabeth Duffy ........................... Fort Pierre 

Peyton Forney ............................. Sioux Falls 

Samantha Hegge ............................ Aberdeen 

Savannah Shrake ............................ Aberdeen 

Levi Taglioli .................................. Spearfish

 

Senate Pages 

First Term  

Marnie Baker ............................... Rapid City 

Aimslee Bunker ............................. Arlington 

Hayley Cunningham .................... Rapid City 

Harold Heinert .................................. Mission 

Chase Jennings ............................ Harrisburg 

Whitney Martinsen ...................... Watertown 

Gage Miotke .................................... Webster 

Samuel Valle........................................ Pierre 

Second Term 

Ava Brown ................................. Sioux Falls 

Esther Burkhalter ........................ Prairie City 

Brianna Sargent ................................... Pierre 

Sakurako Tinant........................... Rapid City 

Mia Coester ..................................... Webster 

Jackson Faulkner ........................... Spearfish 

Danni Kotalik ............................. Springfield 

Elizabeth Meyer ......................... South Shore 

Allyson Tish ...................................... Sturgis 

Sheridan Voorhees ............................... Onida 

Raelie Williams ........................... Deadwood 

Third Term  

Sylvia Bohlander ........................... Mobridge 

Aubree Dowling ......................... Sioux Falls 

Chloe Heermann ........................... Brookings 

Andrew Johnson .......................... Harrisburg 

Emma Kilene ................................. Worthing 

Bailey Link ............................. Dakota Dunes 

Emily Nemec ....................................... Pierre 

Audrey Patterson ......................... Rapid City 

Eliza Potter .................................... Garretson 

Grant Roth .................................. Sioux Falls 

Ella Vandersnick ...................... Willow Lake 

Fourth Term  

Leah Aderhold ............................ Castlewood 

Patrick Barnett ............................ Sioux Falls 

Chloe Brummett ......................... Sioux Falls 

Kaydence De Haan ...................... Watertown 

Grace Fulkerson............................. Mobridge 

Maximillian Josko ......................... Beresford 

Trenton Policky ........................... Rapid City 

AnneClaire Rubish.............................. Huron 

Ryler Stevicks .................................. Gregory 

Brooke Wright .................................. Colman 

Fifth Term  

James Burma .......................................Miller  

Carson Glodt ........................................ Pierre 

Mya Heintzman ............................. Aberdeen 

Madisyn Raymond ............................... Ethan 

Spencer Sargent ................................... Pierre 

Willa Stern ....................................... Webster 
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House Officers and Employees 

Jon Hansen .......................................... Speaker of the House .......................................... Dell Rapids 

Karla Lems .......................................... Speaker Pro Tempore .................................................. Canton 

 

Patricia Miller ........ Chief Clerk of the House 

Mary Beth Fravel .................. Assistant Clerk 

Janelle Toman ....................... Assistant Clerk 

Shirleen Fugitt ...................... Assistant Clerk 

Reverend Craig Wexler ........ Chief Chaplain 

Jack Odenbach .............. Secretary (Majority) 

Aubrey Hofmeister ....... Secretary (Minority) 

Kaitlyn Baucom ........... Committee Secretary 

Jean Denton ................. Committee Secretary 

Pam Kean ..................... Committee Secretary 

Mary Kirk .................... Committee Secretary 

James Sapp .................. Committee Secretary 

Leah Splichal ............... Committee Secretary 

James Smith ....................... Sergeant at Arms 

Rollie Borth ....... Assistant Sergeant at Arms 

 

House Interns 

Samantha Bambas ..................... Lake Andes 

Andrew Cottrell ............................ Brookings 

Rebecca Feldhaus ............................. Howard 

Hayes Hansen ................................ Spearfish 

Anna Hundt ............................ Rockland, WI 

Dakota Jensen ..................................... Hoven 

Walker Larson ............................... Aberdeen 

Trinity Palmquist ............................. Howard 

Grant Santos ................................. Brookings 

Dorian Sikkink ............................ Castlewood 

Karlie Ten Eyck .................................... Egan 

Brandon Toennies ......................... Brookings 

Landon Whittle ............................ Vermillion

House Pages 

First Term  

Nathan Arens .............................. Sioux Falls 

Brayden Bahmuller ...................... Alexandria 

Rebecca Cox .................................. Mobridge 

Selah DuVall .................................. Pukwana 

Brooke Endorf .................................. Canova 

Kendra Endorf .................................. Canova 

Savannah Knispel ...................... White River 

Zoe Meinke .................................. Gettysburg 

Gracie Moore .............................. Sioux Falls 

Second Term 

Mason Berg ......................................... Pierre 

Raylynn Dehning ............................. Gregory 

Bennett Duncan .......................... Sioux Falls 

Cael Fulton .................................. Vermillion 

Emmie Huizenga ................................. Platte 

Charlee Jorgensen ............................. Lennox 

Weston Koedam ............................ Creighton 

Olivia Olson ......................................... Onida 

Rayel Persoon .............................. Gettysburg 

Melanie Roemen ..................................... Tea 

Kendra Saylor ............................. Sioux Falls 

Kiyah Sherman ................................ Yankton 

Tarynn Torsney ................................. Tyndall

Third Term  

Ava Craven ........................................Winner 

Danica Euliss .......................... Dakota Dunes 

William Hanzlik ....................... Chamberlain 

Hadley Hart ................................. Fort Pierre 

Aadyn Hosek ............................ Chamberlain 

Christina Messerli ......................... Brookings 

Noel Mulder ............................... Sioux Falls 

Megan Munkvold .......................... Elk Point 

Taylyn Rausch .................................... Hoven 

Harper Reichling .......................... Fort Pierre 

Melina Shields ................................... Presho 

Sabrina Strand........................ Mount Vernon 

Raegan Taylor.............................. Fort Pierre 
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Fourth Term  

Megan Buck ............................... Sioux Falls 

Melody Gilkerson ......................... Brookings 

Jessica Hadrick ............................... Faulkton 

Reese Hadrick ................................. Faulkton 

Rachel Heinemann ......................... Flandreau 

Rebecca Heinemann ...................... Flandreau 

Allie Hermsen ............................. Sioux Falls 

Jonathan Koel ..................................... Huron 

Patrick Kralicek ............................... Yankton 

Lucy Moon ................................... Creighton 

Ember Pease ............................. Chamberlain 

Hudson Shaffer .................................... Pierre 

Alexander Smith ......................... Sioux Falls 

Fifth Term  

Braxton Adams ................................ Yankton 

Sver Ansorge-Jepsen ................... Vermillion 

Landon Berg ....................................... Emery 

Wyatt Lesmeister .................... Belle Fourche 

Ella Locke................................... Sioux Falls 

Kaysen Magee ............................. Fort Pierre 

Olivia Miller ................................ Rapid City 

Avarie Prien ...................................... Letcher 

Donovan Shipley ....................... Hot Springs 
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Members, Officers, and Employees of the 

99th Legislative Session ï 2024 

Senate Members 

District   County                                                                   Name (Party Affiliation)    Home City 

 1 Brown, Day, Marshall, Roberts ............................ Michael Rohl (R) ................... Aberdeen 

 2 Minnehaha ............................................................ Steve Kolbeck (R) .................... Brandon 

 3 Brown ................................................................... Al Novstrup (R) ..................... Aberdeen 

 4 Clark, Codington, Deuel, Grant, Hamlin,  

  Roberts .................................................................. John Wiik (R) ................ Big Stone City 

 5 Codington ............................................................. Lee Schoenbeck (R) ............. Watertown 

 6 Lincoln .................................................................. Herman Otten (R) ........................... Tea 

 7 Brookings ............................................................. Tim Reed (R) ........................ Brookings 

 8 Brookings, Kingsbury, Lake, Miner ..................... Casey Crabtree (R).................. Madison 

 9 Minnehaha ............................................................ Brent Hoffman (R) ................... Hartford 

 10 Minnehaha ............................................................ Liz Larson (D) .................... Sioux Falls 

 11 Minnehaha ............................................................ Jim Stalzer (R) .................... Sioux Falls 

 12 Lincoln, Minnehaha .............................................. Arch Beal (R) ...................... Sioux Falls 

 13 Lincoln, Minnehaha .............................................. Jack Kolbeck (R) ................ Sioux Falls 

 14 Minnehaha ............................................................ Larry Zikmund (R).............. Sioux Falls 

 15 Minnehaha ............................................................ Reynold Nesiba (D) ............ Sioux Falls 

 16 Lincoln, Turner, Union ......................................... Jim Bolin (R) ............................. Canton 

 17 Clay, Union ........................................................... Sydney Davis (R) ..................... Burbank 

 18 Clay, Yankton ....................................................... Jean Hunhoff (R) ..................... Yankton 

 19 Bon Homme, Hanson, Hutchinson,  

  McCook, Turner ................................................... Kyle Schoenfish (R)................ Scotland 

 20 Davison, Jerauld, Miner, Sanborn ......................... Joshua Klumb (R) .................... Mitchell 

 21 Aurora, Charles Mix, Douglas, Gregory,  

  Tripp ..................................................................... Erin Tobin (R)........................... Winner 

 22 Beadle, Clark, Spink ............................................. David Wheeler (R) ...................... Huron 

 23 Brown, Campbell, Edmunds, Faulk, Hand,  

  McPherson, Potter, Walworth ............................... Bryan Breitling (R) ..................... Miller  

 24 Haakon, Hughes, Hyde, Stanley, Sully ................. Jim Mehlhaff (R) ......................... Pierre 

 25 Minnehaha, Moody ............................................... Tom Pischke (R) ................ Dell Rapids 

 26 Brule, Buffalo, Hughes, Hyde, Jones,  

  Lyman, Mellette, Todd ......................................... Shawn Bordeaux (D) ............... Mission 

 27 Bennett, Jackson, Pennington,  

  Oglala Lakota ....................................................... Red Dawn Foster (D) ........... Pine Ridge 

 28 Butte, Corson, Dewey, Harding,  

  Perkins, Ziebach ................................................... Ryan Maher (R) ........................... Isabel 

 29 Meade ................................................................... Dean Wink (R) ........................... Howes 

 30 Custer, Fall River, Pennington .............................. Julie Frye-Mueller (R) ......... Rapid City 

 31 Lawrence .............................................................. Randy Deibert (R) .................. Spearfish 

 32 Pennington ............................................................ Helene Duhamel (R) ............ Rapid City 

 33 Meade, Pennington ............................................... David Johnson (R) ............... Rapid City 

 34 Pennington ............................................................ Michael Diedrich (R) ........... Rapid City 

 35 Pennington ............................................................ Michael Walsh (R) ............... Rapid City 
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House Members 

District   County                                                                   Name (Party Affiliation)    Home City 

 1 Brown, Day, Marshall, Roberts ............................ Joe Donnell (R) ........................ Sisseton 

 1 Brown, Day, Marshall, Roberts ............................ Tamara St. John (R) ................. Sisseton 

 2 Minnehaha ............................................................ David Kull (R) ......................... Brandon 

 2 Minnehaha ............................................................ John Sjaarda (R) ............ Valley Springs 

 3 Brown ................................................................... Carl Perry (R) ........................ Aberdeen 

 3 Brown ................................................................... Brandei Schaefbauer (R) ........ Aberdeen 

 4 Clark, Codington, Deuel, Grant,  

  Hamlin, Roberts .................................................... Fred Deutsch (R) ..................... Florence 

 4 Clark, Codington, Deuel, Grant, 

  Hamlin, Roberts .................................................... Stephanie Sauder (R) ................. Bryant 

 5 Codington ............................................................. Hugh Bartels (R) .................. Watertown 

 5 Codington ............................................................. Byron Callies (R) ................. Watertown 

 6 Lincoln .................................................................. Aaron Aylward (R) .............. Harrisburg 

 6 Lincoln .................................................................. Ernie Otten (R) ............................... Tea 

 7 Brookings ............................................................. Roger DeGroot (R) ............... Brookings 

 7 Brookings ............................................................. Mellissa Heermann (R) ......... Brookings 

 8 Brookings, Kingsbury, Lake, Miner ..................... John Mills (R) ....................... Brookings 

 8 Brookings, Kingsbury, Lake, Miner ..................... Tim Reisch (R) ........................ Howard 

 9 Minnehaha ............................................................ Bethany Soye (R) ................ Sioux Falls 

 9 Minnehaha ............................................................ Kenneth Teunissen (R) ....... Sioux Falls 

 10 Minnehaha ............................................................ Erin Healy (D) .................... Sioux Falls 

 10 Minnehaha ............................................................ Kameron Nelson (D) ........... Sioux Falls 

 11 Minnehaha ............................................................ Chris Karr (R) ..................... Sioux Falls 

 11 Minnehaha ............................................................ Brian Mulder (R) ................ Sioux Falls 

 12 Lincoln, Minnehaha .............................................. Amber Arlint (R) ................ Sioux Falls 

 12 Lincoln, Minnehaha .............................................. Greg Jamison (R) ................ Sioux Falls 

 13 Lincoln, Minnehaha .............................................. Sue Peterson (R) ................. Sioux Falls 

 13 Lincoln, Minnehaha .............................................. Tony Venhuizen (R) ........... Sioux Falls 

 14 Minnehaha ............................................................ Taylor Rehfeldt (R) ............. Sioux Falls 

 14 Minnehaha ............................................................ Tyler Tordsen (R) ............... Sioux Falls 

 15 Minnehaha ............................................................ Linda Duba (D) ................... Sioux Falls 

 15 Minnehaha ............................................................ Kadyn Wittman (D) ............ Sioux Falls 

 16 Lincoln, Turner, Union ......................................... Kevin Jensen (R) ........................ Canton 

 16 Lincoln, Turner, Union ......................................... Karla Lems (R) .......................... Canton 

 17 Clay, Union ........................................................... Chris Kassin (R) .................. Vermillion 

 17 Clay, Union ........................................................... William Shorma (R)........ Dakota Dunes 

 18 Clay, Yankton ....................................................... Julie Auch (R) .......................... Yankton 

 18 Clay, Yankton ....................................................... Mike Stevens (R) ..................... Yankton 

 19 Bon Homme, Hanson, Hutchinson,  

  McCook, Turner ................................................... Jessica Bahmuller (R) .......... Alexandria 

 19 Bon Homme, Hanson, Hutchinson, 

  McCook, Turner ................................................... Drew Peterson (R) ...................... Salem 

 20 Davison, Jerauld, Miner, Sanborn ......................... Lance Koth (R) ........................ Mitchell 

 20 Davison, Jerauld, Miner, Sanborn ......................... Ben Krohmer (R) ..................... Mitchell 

 21 Aurora, Charles Mix, Douglas,  

  Gregory, Tripp ...................................................... Rocky Blare (R) ............................ Ideal 

 21 Aurora, Charles Mix, Douglas, 

  Gregory, Tripp ...................................................... Marty Overweg (R) .......... New Holland 

 22 Beadle, Clark, Spink ............................................. Roger Chase (R) ......................... Huron 

 22 Beadle, Clark, Spink ............................................. Lynn Schneider (R) ..................... Huron  



Page 158 2025 South Dakota Legislative Manual  

House Members (Cont.) 

District   County                                                                   Name (Party Affiliation) Home City 

 23 Brown, Campbell, Edmunds, Faulk, Hand,  

  McPherson, Potter, Walworth ............................... Scott Moore (R) ........................ Ipswich 

 23 Brown, Campbell, Edmunds, Faulk, Hand, 

  McPherson, Potter, Walworth ............................... James Wangsness (R) ................. Miller  

 24 Haakon, Hughes, Hyde, Stanley, Sully ................. Will Mortenson (R) ...................... Pierre 

 24 Haakon, Hughes, Hyde, Stanley, Sully ................. Mike Weisgram (R) ..................... Pierre 

 25 Minnehaha, Moody ............................................... Jon Hansen (R) .................. Dell Rapids 

 25 Minnehaha, Moody ............................................... Randy Gross (R) ......................... Elkton 

26A Jones, Mellette, Todd ............................................ Eric Emery (D) ....................... Rosebud 

26B Brule, Buffalo, Hughes, Hyde, Jones, Lyman ....... Rebecca Reimer (R) .......... Chamberlain 

 27 Bennett, Jackson, Pennington, Oglala Lakota ....... Liz May (R) ...................................Kyle 

 27 Bennett, Jackson, Pennington, Oglala Lakota ....... Peri Pourier (D) .................... Pine Ridge 

28A Corson, Dewey, Perkins, Ziebach ......................... Oren Lesmeister (D) .................. Parade 

28B Butte, Harding, Perkins ......................................... Neal Pinnow (R) ..................... Lemmon 

 29 Meade ................................................................... Gary Cammack (R) .......... Union Center 

 29 Meade ................................................................... Kirk Chaffee (R) ................. Whitewood 

 30 Custer, Fall River, Pennington .............................. Dennis Krull (R) ..................... Hill City  

 30 Custer, Fall River, Pennington .............................. Trish Ladner (R) ................ Hot Springs 

 31 Lawrence .............................................................. Mary Fitzgerald (R) ............... Spearfish 

 31 Lawrence .............................................................. Scott Odenbach (R) ................ Spearfish 

 32 Pennington ............................................................ Kristin Conzet (R) ................ Rapid City 

 32 Pennington ............................................................ Steve Duffy (R) .................... Rapid City 

 33 Meade, Pennington ............................................... Phil Jensen (R) ..................... Rapid City 

 33 Meade, Pennington ............................................... Curt Massie (R) .................... Rapid City 

 34 Pennington ............................................................ Mike Derby (R) .................... Rapid City 

 34 Pennington ............................................................ Becky Drury (R) .................. Rapid City 

 35 Pennington ............................................................ Tina Mulally (R) .................. Rapid City 

 35 Pennington ............................................................ Tony Randolph (R) .............. Rapid City 

 

Senate Officers and Employees 

Larry Rhoden ................................................. President ................................................. Union Center 

Lee Schoenbeck .................................. President Pro Tempore ........................................... Watertown 

 

Peggy Laurenz .......... Secretary of the Senate 

Janelle Toman ................. Assistant Secretary 

Mike Oakland ................. Assistant Secretary 

Reverend Craig Wexler ........ Chief Chaplain 

Caleb Stork .......................... Aide (Minority) 

Gerry Barnes-Baucom ..... Approp. Secretary 

Susan Anderson ........... Committee Secretary 

Kaitlyn Baucom ........... Committee Secretary  

Jean Denton ................. Committee Secretary 

Susan Gullickson ......... Committee Secretary 

Mary Kirk .................... Committee Secretary 

Doug Mortenson .......... Committee Secretary 

Dave Bonde ....................... Sergeant at Arms 

Gary Hoscheid ... Assistant Sergeant at Arms 

 

Senate Interns 

Joshua Brown .......................... Corryton, TN 

Joshua Chase ............................... Vermillion 

Jordan Christensen ....................... Vermillion 

Sarah Cox .................................... Vermillion 

Marcus Hluchy ............................ Vermillion 

Ubah Mahamed ...................... Sioux City, IA 

Rachel Overstreet......................... Vermillion 

Jorja Whempner ............................. Aberdeen 

Paige Willett ............................... Sioux Falls 
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Senate Aides 

Caleb Stork .......................................................................................................................... Brookings 

 

Senate Pages 

First Term  

Elly Broers ........................................... Pierre 

Ayden Calvert .............................. Watertown 

Addison Huber................................. Yankton 

Gabriyelle Irving ................................. Pierre 

Neva Mikkelsen ........................... Gettysburg 

Emma Peterson .................................. Vienna 

Ariel Schatz .............................. New Leipzig 

Ty Sullivan .................................. Watertown 

Mily Vasquez ............................... Gettysburg

Second Term 

Chloe Blom...................................... Yankton 

Ashley Bondesen .............................. Lennox 

Alexa Comes ............................... Watertown 

Chloe Culver ....................................... Huron 

Kaia Day .......................................... Meadow 

Lowell Gillespie ............................... Hudson 

Chloe Heermann ........................... Brookings 

Jack Jerde .............................................. Reva 

Miranda Maas ................................ Aberdeen 

Elijah Morrissette ............................ Redfield 

Jadeyn Reiner ................................ Spearfish 

Third Term  

Quinn Alt .................................... Sioux Falls 

Jamie Bacon ......................................... Tripp 

Trey Dunse ...................................... Webster 

Rebecca Feldhaus ............................. Howard 

Lily Fods ............................................ Colton 

Nicholas Gray .............................. Fort Pierre 

Madelyn Hinkelman ......................... Summit 

Bridgett Lemmel ................................... Faith 

Eliot Nielsen .................................... Hartford 

Nicole Steffensen ........................... Arlington 

Malachi Swift ...................................... Burke 

Fourth Term  

Patrick Barnett ............................ Sioux Falls 

Jillian Bauer ...................................... Summit 

Chasety Christensen ........................... Huron 

Cameron Cutshaw .............................. Huron 

Dakota Jensen ..................................... Hoven 

Lauren Murphy ................................ Hartford 

Hayden Otten .................................... Lennox 

Addison Pearl ..................................... Miller  

Baylie Somsen ................................. Webster 

Landon Stefani ............................... Worthing 

Connor Wiik .......................... Big Stone City 

Fifth Term  

Lance Dannenbring ......................... Yankton 

Liberty Harrington ....................... Fort Pierre 

Mya Heintzman ............................. Aberdeen 

Graham Lightfield ........................... Milbank 

Madisyn Raymond ............................... Ethan 

Halle Swenson ............................ Sioux Falls 
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House Officers and Employees 

Hugh Bartels ........................................ Speaker of the House ............................................ Watertown 

Mike Stevens ....................................... Speaker Pro Tempore ................................................ Yankton 

 

Patricia Miller ........ Chief Clerk of the House 

Mary Beth Fravel .................. Assistant Clerk 

Judy Page .............................. Assistant Clerk 

Shirleen Fugitt ...................... Assistant Clerk 

Reverend Craig Wexler ........ Chief Chaplain 

Tamara Kintz ................ Secretary (Majority) 

Aubrey Hofmeister ....... Secretary (Minority) 

Leonard Chick ................. Approp. Secretary 

Jean Denton ................. Committee Secretary 

Pam Kean ..................... Committee Secretary 

Mary Kirk .................... Committee Secretary 

Joleh McCullough ........ Committee Secretary 

James Sapp .................. Committee Secretary 

Madisen Vetter ............ Committee Secretary 

James Smith ....................... Sergeant at Arms 

Rollie Borth ....... Assistant Sergeant at Arms

 

House Interns  

Brent Ekanger ................................ Aberdeen 

Finiasi Epapy ............................... Harrisburg 

Samantha Gavette ............................. Monroe 

Allison Gross ............................... Vermillion 

Ellie Hart ......................................... Mitchell 

McKenzie Hofer ........................... Hitchcock 

Marissa Kjorness ......................... Vermillion 

Savannah Shrake ............................ Aberdeen 

Charles Streeter ............................ Vermillion 

Jonathon Sundet ............................ Brookings 

Karlie Ten Eyck .................................... Egan 

Ashlyne Utter ........................... Glendale, AZ 

Michael Wagenaar ...................... Sioux Falls 

 

House Pages 

First Term  

Madison Johnson ........................ Sioux Falls 

Charlee Jorgensen ............................. Lennox 

Elie Land .................................... Dell Rapids 

Wyatt Lesmeister .................... Belle Fourche 

Gracie Moore .............................. Sioux Falls 

Harlee Nielson .................................... Tulare 

Taylyn Rausch .................................... Hoven 

Raegan Taylor.............................. Fort Pierre 

Avery VanOverbeke .............. Big Stone City 

Second Term 

Gunnar Albertsen ............................ Elk Point 

Ava Brown ................................. Sioux Falls 

Kate Hamilton ............................ Wessington 

Nicolette Hoffman ............................ Armour 

Mariela Hyzer .................................... Hurley 

Daniela Lee ....................................... Colman 

Christina Messerli ......................... Brookings 

Katherine Palmer ........................... Piedmont 

Claire Pearman .................................. Martin 

Tristen Petrik ....................................... Platte 

Kendra Saylor ............................. Sioux Falls 

Evelyn Torberson.................... Belle Fourche 

Raelie Williams ........................... Deadwood 

Third Term  

Joseph Grady .......................................Salem 

Onica Graham ............................. Sioux Falls 

Elliot Hendrix .............................. Rapid City 

Paul Kaffar ....................................... Spencer 

Emma Kilene ................................. Worthing 

Grant Masek ............................... Sioux Falls 

Eden Otten ................................... Rapid City 

Jayda Reinert .........................................Wall 

Taylor Reisch ................................... Howard 

Charley Stroh .............................. Sioux Falls 

Henry Thronson ................................... Pierre 

Samuel Weinheimer ............................. Onida 

Brooke Wright .................................. Colman 
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Fourth Term  

Jennifer Barnett ................................ Wagner 

Faith Gaye .................................. Sioux Falls 

Melody Gilkerson ......................... Brookings 

Rayden Haak ............................ Gann Valley 

Reese Hadrick ................................. Faulkton 

Rachel Heinemann ......................... Flandreau 

Rebecca Heinemann ...................... Flandreau 

Savannah Hendricks .......................... Vivian 

Henry Homstad ................................ Yankton 

Amelia Knutson ............................. Spearfish 

Lucy Moon ................................... Creighton 

Sabrina Strand........................ Mount Vernon 

Kevin Weller.................................... Redfield 

Fifth Term  

Rebecca Bich ..................................... Cavour 

Reagan Blackburn ......................... Aberdeen 

Bennett Gordon .......................... Whitewood 

Ezerina Hyseni............................... Aberdeen 

Quinn Moon .......................................... Wall 

Katelyn Ryan ................................. Aberdeen 

Reese Schmidt ............................. Watertown 

Abigail Studt ....................................... Custer 

Breanna Wollman .................................. Bath



Page 162 2025 South Dakota Legislative Manual  

 

Legislative Districts Map ï 2023
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Legislative Memoriam 2023 
Legislators that passed away in 2023. 

*Information obtained from the Legislative Research Council. 

 

Loren Dean Anderson 

July 4, 1934 ï April 22, 2023 

Yankton County 

Representative 1983-1990 

 

Richard George Belatti 

January 20, 1928 ï October 23, 2023 

Minnehaha, Lake Counties 

Senator 1989-1992 

Representative 1995-1998 

 

Jack Billion  

March 4, 1939 ï February 25, 2023 

Minnehaha County 

Representative 1993-1996 

 

Roger Brooks 

January 23, 1943 ï October 7, 2023 

Minnehaha County 

Representative 1993-2000 

 

Robert J. Burns 

September 3, 1946 ï May 27, 2023 

Minnehaha County 

Representative 1975-1976 

 

Marie C. Ingalls 

March 31, 1936 ï April 15, 2023 

Meade County 

Representative 1987-1992 

 

Barry M. Jensen 

August 13, 1945 ï September 17, 2023 

Mellette County 

Representative 2001-2002, 2005-2006 

 

William C. Johnson 

April 16, 1928 ï July 31, 2023 

Lake County 

Representative 1993-1994 

John B. Jones 

March 30, 1927 ï January 30, 2023 

Lyman County 

Representative 1957-1960 

 

Dick M. Kelly  

March 14, 1941 ï January 13, 2023 

Minnehaha County 

Senator 2002-2006 

Jerome B. Lammers 

May 29, 1937 ï May 9, 2023 

Lake County 

Representative 1977-1992 

 

David S. Laustsen 

June 13, 1947 ï January 6, 2023 

Brown County 

Senator 1985-1987 

Representative 1977-1984 

 

Gene N. Lebrun 

July 4, 1939 ï July 23, 2023 

Pennington County 

Representative 1971-1974 

 

Edwin W. Olson Jr. 

August 1, 1947 ï July 15, 2023 

Davison County 

Senator 2001-2008 

Representative 1987-1994 

 

Franklin Owen Simpson 

September 9, 1929 ï January 27, 2023 

Pennington County 

Senator 1977-1978 

Representative 1975-1976 
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Legislative Memoriam 2024 
Legislators that passed away in 2024. 

*Information obtained from the Legislative Research Council. 

 

Arnold M. Brown  

March 5, 1931 ï December 27, 2024 

Brookings County 

Senator 1997-2004 

Representative 1993-1996 

 

James A. Burg 

April 22, 1941 ï April 16, 2024 

Jerauld County 

Senator 1985-1986 

Representative 1975-1984 

 

Burton B. óBurtô Elliott 

July 23, 1947 ï January 27, 2024 

Brown County 

Representative 2001-2008 

 

Arthur Eugene óArtô Fryslie 

October 25, 1941 ï December 1, 2024 

Clark County 

Senator 2009-2012 

Representative 1999-2006 

 

Dayle D. Hammock 

August 9, 1947 ï July 21, 2024 

Lawrence County 

Representative 2019-2020 

 

Tim P. Johnson 

December 28, 1946 ï October 8, 2024 

Clay County 

Senator 1983-1986 

Representative 1979-1982 

 

Claire B. Konold 

February 13, 1938 ï March 9, 2024 

Codington County 

Representative 1997-2004 

Jerome óJerryô Mayer 

February 22, 1931 ï April 28, 2024 

Minnehaha County 

Senator 1973-1976, 1977-1980 

 

Janice K. Nicolay 

January 4, 1942 ï May 18, 2024 

Minnehaha County 

Representative 1983-1996 

Dennis R. Pierson 

March 23, 1945 ï October 20, 2024 

Davison, Minnehaha Counties 

Senator 1993-1994 

Representative 1979-1982 

 

Bernard Stoeser 

October 23, 1930 ï March 9, 2024 

Stanley County 

Representative 1973-1974 

 

Kenneth D. Stofferahn 

April 5, 1934 ï March 18, 2024 

Minnehaha County 

Representative 1975-1976 

 

Donald D. Van Etten 

March 10, 1934 ï September 23, 2024 

Pennington County 

Representative 2001-2008 
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Governor - Larry Rhoden 

(2025 ï Present) 

 

 Address: State Capitol, Suite 202 

  500 East Capitol Ave 

  Pierre, SD 57501 

 Phone: (605) 773ï3212 

 Internet: sd.gov/governor 

 Party: Republican 

 

Larry Rhoden is a lifelong West River rancher, a 

dedicated husband and father, and a proven leader 

with a record of service for South Dakota. He serves 

as the 34th Governor of South Dakota. 

Larry was elected as lieutenant governor alongside 

Governor Kristi Noem in 2018 and re-elected in 2022. He rose to the office of governor in January 

2025. 

Growing up in the church, Larry understood true service at a young age. After graduating high school, 

he joined the South Dakota National Guard, serving six years and carrying on a family legacy of 

military service that began in the Revolutionary War. While his children were young, he served as a 

church trustee, earned a seat on the local school board, and led the Board of Directors for the area 

Cenex. He currently serves as a Deacon of his home church. 

In 2000, Larry was elected to the state legislature. During his time as a citizen legislator, his peers 

repeatedly selected him to serve in leadership, and he's shown an aptitude for getting things done. 

Larry served as House Majority Leader and chaired both the Senate and House State Affairs 

Committees. Larry worked with then-Representative Noem to reform property taxes, led efforts to 

repeal the so-called "Trucker's Tax," and shaped legislation to defend the 2nd Amendment rights of 

South Dakotans. His work earned him the American Conservative Union's highest ranking in 2017. 

He served as Interim Secretary of the South Dakota Department of Agriculture from May 2020 to 

September 2020 and as South Dakota's Agriculture Ambassador from 2020 to 2025. He has also 

served as a past President of State Ag and Rural Leaders. 

Larry still does custom welding and operates the ranch where he was born and raised. He and his 

wife, Sandy, have four sons: Jesse, Cody, Reggie, and Tristen; daughters-in-law Sarah, Liz, Jennifer, 

and Kalen; and seven grandchildren. 
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Governor - Kristi Noem 

(2019 ï 2025) 

 

 Address:  State Capitol, Suite 202 

   500 East Capitol Ave 

   Pierre, SD 57501 

 Phone:  (605) 773ï3212 

 Internet:  sd.gov/governor 

 Affiliation : Republican 

 

Governor Kristi Noem is a wife, a mother, and a 

lifelong rancher, farmer, and small business owner. 

In 2010, after serving in the South Dakota 

legislature for several years, Noem was elected to 

serve as South Dakota's lone member of the U.S. 

House of Representatives. During her time in 

Congress, in addition to many other successes, 

Governor Noem helped pass the Tax Cuts and Jobs 

Act, which put $2,400 back in the pockets of the 

average South Dakota family. 

In 2018, with the platform of protecting South 

Dakotans against tax increases, government growth, federal intrusion, and government secrecy, she 

was elected as South Dakota's first-ever female Governor. 

As Governor, Noem has respected the rights of her people by trusting them to exercise their personal 

responsibility to make the best decisions for themselves, their loved-ones, and ï in turn ï their 

communities. This approach has been most evident in her response to the COVID-19 pandemic: 

Governor Noem never ordered a single business or church to close and never issued a statewide 

shelter-in-place order. 

In 2025, President Trump appointed Governor Noem to be the 8th Secretary of Homeland Security, 

a role that she has filled since the U.S. Senate voted overwhelmingly to confirm her on January 25, 

2025. 

Despite all of this, Governor Noem often says that her greatest accomplishment is raising her three 

children, Kassidy, Kennedy, and Booker, with her husband Bryon. All have a deep love for their 

family and an even deeper love for the Lord. 
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Former Governors 

Dakota Territory  

William Jayne ......................... 1861 ï 1863 

Newton Edmunds ................... 1863 ï 1866 

Andrew J. Faulk...................... 1866 ï 1869 

John A. Burbank ..................... 1869 ï 1874 

John L. Pennington ................. 1874 ï 1878 

William A. Howard ................ 1878 ï 1880a 

Nehemiah G. Ordway ............. 1880 ï 1884 

Gilbert A. Pierce ..................... 1884 ï 1887 

Louis K. Church ..................... 1887 ï 1889 

Arthur C. Mellette ................... 1889 

State of South Dakota 

Arthur C. Mellette ......... R ...... 1889 ï 1893 

Charles H. Sheldon  ....... R ...... 1893 ï 1897 

Andrew E. Lee  .............. P ...... 1897 ï 1901 

Charles N. Herreid  ........ R ...... 1901 ï 1905 

Samuel H. Elrod  ........... R ...... 1905 ï 1907 

Coe I. Crawford ............. R ...... 1907 ï 1909 

Robert S. Vessey  .......... R ...... 1909 ï 1913 

Frank M. Byrne  ............ R ...... 1913 ï 1917 

Peter Norbeck  ............... R ...... 1917 ï 1921 

William H. McMaster  ... R ...... 1921 ï 1925 

Carl Gunderson  ............. R ...... 1925 ï 1927 

William J. Bulow  .......... D ..... 1927 ï 1931 

Warren E. Green  ........... R ...... 1931 ï 1933 

Tom Berry ..................... D ..... 1933 ï 1937 

Leslie Jensen  ................. R ...... 1937 ï 1939 

Harlan J. Bushfield  ....... R ...... 1939 ï 1943 

Merrill Q. Sharpe  .......... R ...... 1943 ï 1947 

George T. Mickelson  .... R ...... 1947 ï 1951 

Sigurd Anderson  ........... R ...... 1951 ï 1955 

Joseph J. Foss  ............... R ...... 1955 ï 1959 

Ralph E. Herseth  ........... D ...... 1959 ï 1961 

Archie M. Gubbrud  ....... R ...... 1961 ï 1965 

Nils A. Boe  ................... R ...... 1965 ï 1969 

Frank L. Farrar  .............. R ...... 1969 ï 1971 

Richard F. Kneip  ........... D ...... 1971 ï 1978b 

Harvey Wollman  ........... D ...... 1978 ï 1978 

William J. Janklow  ....... R ...... 1979 ï 1987 

George S. Mickelson  .... R ...... 1987 ï 1993c 

Walter D. Miller  ........... R ...... 1993 ï 1995 

William J. Janklow  ....... R ...... 1995 ï 2003 

M. Michael Rounds  ...... R ...... 2003 ï 2010 

Dennis Daugaard  .......... R ...... 2011 ï 2018 

Kristi Noem  .................. R ...... 2019 ï 2025 

Larry Rhoden  ................ R ...... 2025 ï 

 

R ï Republican        D ï Democrat        P ï Populist 

 
a. William A. Howard died April 10, 1880. 

b. Richard F. Kneip resigned July 24, 1978, to become Ambassador to Singapore. 

c. George S. Mickelson died in a plane crash on April 19, 1993 
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Lieutenant Governor - Tony Venhuizen 

(2025 ï Present) 

 

 Address: State Capitol, Suite 202 

  500 East Capitol Ave 

  Pierre, SD 57501 

 Phone: (605) 773ï3212 

 Internet: sd.gov/governor 

 Affiliation : Republican 

 

Tony Venhuizen is a lifelong South Dakotan. 

He serves as the 40th Lieutenant Governor of 

South Dakota. 

An Armour native, Venhuizen earned his 

bachelorôs degree in political science and 

history from South Dakota State University in 

2005 and his juris doctorate from the University 

of South Dakota Knudson School of Law in 

2008. He was a 2004 recipient of the Harry S. 

Truman Scholarship. 

Venhuizen represented District 13, which 

includes portions of Lincoln and Minnehaha 

counties, in the South Dakota State Legislature 

from 2023-2025. During that time, he served as 

vice chair of the House Appropriations 

Committee and as a member of the Legislative Procedure Committee. In 2024, he chaired the State 

Legislatureôs 100th Session Planning Committee. 

In addition to his legislative service, Venhuizen served for ten years in the Governorôs Office, 

including time as chief of staff to Governor Dennis Daugaard and Governor Kristi Noem. While in 

the Governorôs Office, Venhuizen chaired the 2012 Open Government Task Force, and from 2011-

18 chaired the State Board of Finance. Venhuizen also served two stints on the Board of Regents; he 

was appointed by Governor Mike Rounds, serving from 2003-08, and again by Governor Noem, 

serving from 2021-23. 

Venhuizen is a member of the board of directors of the South Dakota Historical Society Foundation 

and of the Trail of Governors Foundation, and a former member of the board of directors of the SDSU 

Research Park and of the Greater Sioux Falls Chamber of Commerce. 

Venhuizen and his wife, Sara, have been married for more than 20 years and have three school-age 

children: Henry, Elizabeth, and Madeleine. Sara is an electrical engineer and a distinguished alumna 

of South Dakota State University. The family attends Holy Spirit Catholic Church in Sioux Falls. 
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Lieutenant Governor - Larry Rhoden 

(2019 ï 2025) 

 

Address: State Capitol, Suite 202 

  500 East Capitol Ave 

  Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: (605) 773ï3212 

Internet: sd.gov/governor 

Affiliation : Republican 

 

Larry Rhoden is South Dakota's 39th 

lieutenant governor. Larry is a lifelong West 

River rancher, a dedicated husband and father, 

and a proven leader with a record of service 

for South Dakota. He also serves as Governor 

Noemôs Agriculture Ambassador. 

Growing up in the church, Larry understood 

true service at a young age. After graduating 

high school, he joined the South Dakota 

National Guard, serving six years and 

carrying on a family legacy of military service that began in the Revolutionary War. While his 

children were young, he served as a church trustee, earned a seat on the local school board, and led 

the Board of Directors for the area Cenex. 

In 2000, Larry was elected to the state legislature. During his time as a citizen legislator, his peers 

repeatedly selected him to serve in leadership, and he's shown an aptitude for getting things done. 

Larry has served as House Majority Leader and has chaired both the Senate and House State 

Affairs Committees. Larry worked with Governor Noem to reform South Dakota's tax code, led 

efforts to repeal the so-called "Truckerôs Tax," and shaped legislation to limit the government's 

eminent domain authority. His work earned him the American Conservative Union's highest 

ranking in 2017. He served as Interim Secretary of the South Dakota Department of Agriculture 

from May 2020 to September 2020.  

Larry, who currently runs a cow-calf operation and custom welding business, continues to live on 

the ranch where he was born and raised. He and his wife, Sandy, have four boys, three daughters-

in-law, and four grandchildren. 
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Former Lieutenant Governors 

State of South Dakotaa 

James H. Fletcher  ......... R ...... 1889 ï 1891 

George H. Hoffman  ...... R ...... 1891 ï 1893 

Charles N. Herreid  ........ R ...... 1893 ï 1897 

D. T. Hindman  .............. R ...... 1897 ï 1899 

John T. Kean  ................. R ...... 1899 ï 1901 

George W. Snow  .......... R ...... 1901 ï 1905 

John E. McDougall  ....... R ...... 1905 ï 1907 

Howard C. Shober  ........ R ...... 1907 ï 1911 

Frank M. Byrne  ............ R ...... 1911 ï 1913 

E. L. Abel  ..................... R ...... 1913 ï 1915 

Peter Norbeck  ............... R ...... 1915 ï 1917 

William H. McMaster  ... R ...... 1917 ï 1921 

Carl Gunderson .............. R ...... 1921 ï 1925 

A. Clark Forney  ............ R ...... 1925 ï 1927 

H. E. Covey  .................. R ...... 1927 ï 1929 

Clarence E. Coyne ......... R ...... 1929b 

John T. Grigsby  ............ D ..... 1929 ï 1931 

O. K. Whitney ............... R ...... 1931 ï 1933 

Hans Ustrud  .................. D ..... 1933 ï 1935 

Robert Peterson  ............ D ..... 1935 ï 1937 

Donald McMurchie  ....... R ...... 1937 ï 1941 

A. C. Miller  ................... R ...... 1941 ï 1945 

Sioux Grigsby  ............... R ...... 1945 ï 1949 

Rex Terry  ...................... R ...... 1949 ï 1955 

L. R. Roy Houck  ........... R ...... 1955 ï 1959 

John F. Lindley  ............. D ...... 1959 ï 1961 

Joseph H. Bottum .......... R ...... 1961 ï 1963 

Nils A. Boe  ................... R ...... 1963 ï 1965 

Lem Overpeck  .............. R ...... 1965 ï 1969 

James Abdnor  ............... R ...... 1969 ï 1971 

William Dougherty  ....... D ...... 1971 ï 1975 

Harvey Wollman  ........... D ...... 1975 ï 1978c 

Lowell C. Hansen, II  ..... R ...... 1979 ï 1987 

Walter Dale Miller  ........ R ...... 1987 ï 1993 

Steve T. Kirby................ R ...... 1993 ï 1995d 

Carole Hillard  ............... R ...... 1995 ï 2003 

Dennis Daugaard  .......... R ...... 2003 ï 2010 

Matt Michels  ................. R ...... 2011 ï 2018 

Larry Rhoden  ................ R ...... 2019 ï  

 

R ï Republican        D ï Democrat 

 
a. The organization of the Dakota Territory did not provide for the position of Lieutenant Governor. 

b. Clarence E. Coyne died May 27, 1929, and John T. Grigsby was appointed to fill the vacancy. 

c. Harvey Wollman resigned July 24, 1978, to assume the office of Governor. No appointment was made to 

fill the vacancy. 

d. Steve T. Kirby was appointed May 20, 1993, to replace Walter D. Miller, who assumed the Office of 

Governor on April 20, 1993, after the death of Governor George S. Mickelson. 
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Secretary of State - Monae L. Johnson 

 

    Address:  State Capitol, Suite 204 

   500 East Capitol Ave 

   Pierre, SD 57501 

    Phone:  (605) 773ï3537 

    Internet:  sdsos.gov 

    Affiliation : Republican 

 

Monae L. Johnson is honored to serve as South 

Dakotaôs 30th Secretary of State. Overwhelmingly 

elected by the people on November 8, 2022, she was 

appointed early to fill a vacancy on December 5, 2022, 

and officially sworn in with her fellow constitutional 

officers on January 7, 2023, marking the start of her 

four-year term. 

A fourth-generation South Dakotan, Johnson was born 

in Brookings, raised in Rapid City, and now makes her 

home in Pierre. With more than a decade of experience 

in the Secretary of Stateôs office under Secretaries 

Chris Nelson and Shantel Krebs, she brings unmatched institutional knowledge and leadership to the 

role. 

Family is at the heart of Johnsonôs life. She is the proud mother of six children and grandmother to 

four. Her family was made whole through the blessings of foster parenting and adoption. A deep 

respect for military service runs through her familyôs story; her father was a decorated Air Force test 

pilot and Vietnam helicopter pilot, retiring as a Lt. Colonel at Ellsworth Air Force Base, and her son 

is a U.S. Military Academy graduate who served as an Army Ranger in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Committed to service, Johnson has long been active in her communities. She has volunteered with 

organizations including Zonta Club of the Black Hills and Zonta Club of Pierre/Fort Pierre, Rapid 

City Womenôs Network, Rapid City Chamber Ambassadors, Exchange Clubs, and Optimist Clubs. 

She has also held leadership roles with Republican womenôs organizations at the local and state 

levels, and served as South Dakota Area President of Aglow International, traveling twice to Israel 

with the group. 

An avid outdoorswoman, Johnson is a lifelong NRA member, hunter, angler, and state trapshooting 

champion. Among her fondest memories is harvesting a 6x6 bull elk in the Black Hills on opening 

day of the 2001 rifle season. 

As Secretary of State, Johnson has worked tirelessly to safeguard South Dakotaôs elections, 

strengthen cybersecurity, and modernize business services. She created the Gladys Pyle Award to 

encourage young voter registration, the CIVICS IN THE 605: Statewide Sticker Showcase, and the 

John Lewis Youth Leadership Award. She partnered with Dakota Wesleyan University to launch 

Quarterly Economic Reports and fulfilled a key campaign promise by implementing South Dakotaôs 

first post-election audits, which have confirmed the accuracy, security, and transparency of the stateôs 

elections. She is also leading the launch of SDVotes, a modernized voter registration system upgrade, 

and leading a new business services platform upgrade to streamline filings and strengthen South 

Dakotaôs pro-business climate. 
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Johnsonôs leadership extends beyond South Dakota. She is an active member of the National 

Association of Secretaries of State (NASS), has served on the Election Infrastructure Subsector 

Government Coordinating Council, and currently serves on the NASS State Records and Archives 

Committee. She is also a member of the U.S. Global Leadership Coalition South Dakota Advisory 

Committee and the Dakota State University SecureSD Advisory Council. 

Grounded in faith, Johnson lives by South Dakotaôs state motto: ñUnder God the people rule.ò She 

considers it one of lifeôs greatest privileges to serve the people of South Dakota with transparency 

and dedication. 
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Former Secretaries of State 

Dakota Territory  

John Hutchinson ..................... 1861 ï 1865 

S.L. Spink ............................... 1865 ï 1869 

T.M. Wilkins .......................... 1869 ï 1870 

G.A. Batchelder ...................... 1870 ï 1872 

Edwin S. McCook .................. 1872 ï 1873a 

Oscar Whitney ........................ 1873 ï 1874 

George A. Hand ...................... 1874 ï 1883 

J.M. Teller .............................. 1883 ï 1886 

Michael L. McCormack .......... 1886 ï 1889 

L.B. Richardson ...................... 1889 

State of South Dakota 

A.O. Ringsrud ................ R ...... 1889 ï 1893 

Thomas Thorson ............ R ...... 1893 ï 1897 

William H. Roddle ......... R ...... 1897 ï 1901 

O.C. Berg ....................... R ...... 1901 ï 1905 

David D. Wipf ............... R ...... 1905 ï 1909 

Samuel C. Polley ........... R ...... 1909 ï 1913 

Frank Glasner ................ R ...... 1913 ï 1915 

Frank M. Rood............... R ...... 1915 ï 1919 

C.A. Burkhart ................ R ...... 1919 ï 1922b 

Clarence E. Coyne ......... R ...... 1922 ï 1927 

Gladys Pyle.................... R ...... 1927 ï 1931 

Elizabeth Coyne............. R ...... 1931 ï 1933 

Myrtle Morrison ............ D ..... 1933 ï 1937 

Goldie Wells .................. D ..... 1937 ï 1939 

Olive A. Ringsrud .......... R ...... 1939 ï 1943 

Mrs. L.M. Larsen ........... R ...... 1943 ï 1947 

Annamae Riff ................ R ...... 1947 ï 1951 

Geraldine Ostroot........... R ...... 1951 ï 1957 

Clara Halls ..................... R ...... 1957 ï 1959 

Selma Sandness ............. D ...... 1959 ï 1961 

Essie Wiedenman........... R ...... 1961 ï 1965 

Alma Larson .................. R ...... 1965 ï 1973 

Lorna B. Herseth ............ D ...... 1973 ï 1979 

Alice Kundert ................ R ...... 1979 ï 1987 

Joyce Hazeltine .............. R ...... 1987 ï 2003 

Chris Nelson .................. R ...... 2003 ï 2011 

Jason Gant ..................... R ...... 2011 ï 2015 

Shantel Krebs ................. R ...... 2015 ï 2019 

Steven Barnett................ R ...... 2019 ï 2022c 

Monae Johnson .............. R ...... 2022 ï  

 

R ï Republican        D ï Democrat 

 
a. Edwin S. McCook was assassinated in September 1873, by Peter P. Wintermute. 

b. C.A. Burkhart died, and Clarence E. Coyne was appointed to fill the vacancy. 

c. Steve Barnett resigned December 2022 and Governor Noem appointed Secretary-Elect Monae Johnson to 

complete his term. 
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Attorney General - Marty Jackley 

 

     Address:  Mickelson Building  

   1302 E Hwy 14, Ste 1 

   Pierre, SD 57501 

     Phone:  (605) 773ï3215 

     Internet:  atg.sd.gov 

     Affiliation :  Republican 

 

Marty was raised in Sturgis and graduated from the 

South Dakota School of Mines with a Bachelor of 

Science Degree in Electrical Engineering with honors. 

After receiving his law degree from University of South 

Dakota, he joined the Rapid City law firm of Gunderson, 

Palmer, Nelson and Ashmore.  

In 2006, Marty was appointed and unanimously 

confirmed by the US Senate as US Attorney for South 

Dakota. He was the recipient of the Prosecutor of the 

Year for 2008.  

From 2009 ï 2019, Marty served as South Dakotaôs Attorney General. In 2015, he served as 

Chairman of the National Association of Attorneys General and in 2016, received the National 

Attorney General of the Year award from his fellow Attorneys General. In 2019, Marty returned to 

the firm of Gunderson, Palmer, Nelson and Ashmore. He also served as Stateôs Attorney for both 

Jones and Haakon counties, and as a Special Prosecutor for the Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate. Marty 

received the Stateôs Attorneyôs Distinguished Service Award in 2019.  

In 2022 Marty was elected for a fourth term as the South Dakota Attorney General. He served 2 

terms as Chairman of the National Attorney General Alliance from 2023 ï 2024. Marty was elected 

as Vice Chairman of the National Attorneys General Association in 2024.  

Marty has two children, Michael who is studying Mechanical Engineering at South Dakota State 

University and Isabella, a sophomore biology major also at South Dakota State University. Marty 

also enjoys spending family time at his farm at Vale, South Dakota and ranch by Pierre, South 

Dakota. 
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Former Attorneys General 

Dakota Territory  

Alexander Hughes .................. 1883 ï 1884 

Charles F. Templeton ............. 1887 ï 1888 

George Rice ............................ 1885 ï 1886 

George S. Engle ...................... 1886 ï 1887 

Tristam Skinner ...................... 1889 

Johnson Nickeus ..................... 1889 

 

State of South Dakota 

Robert Dollard ............... R ...... 1889 ï 1893 

Coe I. Crawford ............. R ...... 1893 ï 1897 

Melvin Grigsby .............. P ...... 1897 ï 1899 

John L. Pyle ................... R ...... 1899 ï 1902a 

A.W. Burtt ..................... R ...... 1902 ï 1903 

Philo Hall ....................... R ...... 1903 ï 1907 

S.W. Clark ..................... R ...... 1907 ï 1911 

Royal C. Johnson ........... R ...... 1911 ï 1915 

Clarence C. Caldwell ..... R ...... 1915 ï 1919 

Byron S. Payne .............. R ...... 1919 ï 1923 

Buell F. Jones ................ R ...... 1923 ï 1929 

Merrell Q. Sharpe .......... R ...... 1929 ï 1933 

Walter Conway .............. D ..... 1933 ï 1937 

Clair Roddewig .............. D ..... 1937 ï 1939 

Leo A. Temmey ............. R ...... 1939 ï 1943 

George T. Mickelson ..... R ...... 1943 ï 1947 

Sigurd Anderson ............ R ...... 1947 ï 1951 

Ralph A. Dunham .......... R ...... 1951 ï 1955 

Phil Saunders ................. R ...... 1955 ï 1959 

Parnell J. Donahue ......... D ...... 1959 ï 1961 

A.C. Miller ..................... R ...... 1961 ï 1963 

Frank L. Farrar ............... R ...... 1963 ï 1969 

Gordon J. Mydland ........ R ...... 1969 ï 1973 

Kermit A. Sande ............ D ...... 1973 ï 1975 

William J. Janklow ........ R ...... 1975 ï 1979 

Mark V. Meierhenry ...... R ...... 1979 ï 1987 

Roger Tellinghuisen....... R ...... 1987 ï 1991 

Mark Barnett .................. R ...... 1991 ï 2003 

Larry Long ..................... R ...... 2003 ï 2009b 

Marty Jackley ................ R ...... 2009 ï 2018c 

Jason Ravnsborg ............ R ...... 2019 ï 2022d 

Mark Vargo ................... R ...... 2022 ï 2023 

Marty Jackley ................ R ...... 2023 ï 

 

R ï Republican        D ï Democrat        P ï Populist 

 
a. John L. Pyle died February 21, 1902, and A.W. Burtt was appointed to fill the vacancy. 

b. Larry Long resigned on September 4, 2009, when he was appointed as a Circuit Court Judge. 

c. Marty Jackley was appointed by Governor Michael Rounds on September 4, 2009. 

d. Jason Ravnsborg was impeached June 22, 2022, and Mark Vargo was appointed to fill the vacancy. 
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State Auditor - Richard Sattgast 
 

 Address: State Capitol, Suite 209 

  500 East Capitol Ave 

  Pierre, SD 57501 

 Phone:  (605) 773ï3341 

 Internet: sdauditor.gov 

 Affiliation:  Republican 

 

Rich graduated from Spearfish High School and 

later earned his B.S. in Political Science, with a 

minor in Business Administration at Black Hills 

State University, where his father was a long-

time instructor, and his mother was the was the 

High School secretary.  

After High School, Sattgast joined the U.S. 

Army where he spent over 20 years in the 

military, including being stationed as part of the 

Occupation Force in Berlin in the 1980ôs, Desert Storm in the 1990ôs, and the South Dakota National 

Guard in the new Millennium.  

Richôs interest in politics grew from his familyôs involvement in the community and a sense of 

commitment to this country. Aside from acting as the Association of County Officialsô Lobbyist, 

Sattgastôs political experience includes serving in the Legislature as a Legislative Intern and later as 

a Lobbyist Intern.  In 1991, Rich was called to active duty to serve in Desert Storm where he served 

as a military liaison to the U.S. Embassy in Kuwait for the Commander of the U.S. Armed Forces in 

Kuwait. After returning home from Desert Storm in 1992, Rich assisted with President George 

Bushôs Election Campaign as West River Coordinator for the campaign. In addition to his military 

and political involvement, Rich has also taken an active role in civic and community activities by 

being a member of the VFW, the American Legion, and the Disabled American Veterans.   

In 1993, Rich moved out of state to work on his M.P.A in the field of Public Affairs, Political and 

Governmental Processes at New Mexico Highlands University in Las Vegas, New Mexico.  While 

there, Rich served as the Peace Corps Campus Coordinator for Minority Relations.   Upon completing 

his coursework with a GPA of 4.0, Rich was inducted into The Honor Society of Phi Kapa Phi and 

was accepted to receive a position with the Presidential Management Internship program.  However, 

at the age of thirty, Rich decided he valued his family and the South Dakota way of life more than a 

PMI position in D.C. or New York and returned home to a position with the Secretary of State. 

Rich and his wife Penny have worked together to make Pierre their home with their three children, 

Chase, Claire, and Josh. 

Education:  Spearfish High School, 1983; Black Hills State University, Bachelor of Science in 

Political Science and Business, 1993; Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society NMHU MPA Graduate program; 

Sigma Tau Gamma Fraternity. 

Experience:  U.S. Army: Berlin, Germany, 1983-1985; Ft. Hood, Texas, 1985-1986; Saudi Arabia 

and Kuwait, Operation Desert Storm, 1991-1992; South Dakota Army National Guard (842nd 

Engineers & 200th Engineers), 1996-2000; U.S. Army Reserve, 2001-2003. Executive Director, 

South Dakota Association of County Officials, 1996-2002; Assistant Supervisor, Secretary of Stateôs 

file:///C:/Users/aupr12643/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/XFL83YCN/U.S.%20Army%20Link.doc
file:///C:/Users/aupr12643/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/XFL83YCN/U.S.%20Army%20Link.doc
file:///C:/Users/aupr12643/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/XFL83YCN/Politics.doc
file:///C:/Users/aupr12643/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/XFL83YCN/Civic%20Participation.doc
file:///C:/Users/aupr12643/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/XFL83YCN/New%20Mexico.doc
file:///C:/Users/aupr12643/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/XFL83YCN/SOS.doc
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Office, 1996; Peace Corps Campus Coordinator and Grant Administrator NMHU, 1995-1996; South 

Dakota West River Bush/Quayle Campaign Coordinator, 1992; South Dakota Senate Intern for 

Senator Mary McClure, 1988. South Dakota Teenage Republican, 1980-1983; South Dakota 2nd 

place volunteer hours for a College Republican, 1992. 

Achievements:  U.S. Army Occupation Medal, Berlin, Germany, 1983-1985; Outstanding U.S. 

Soldier Award in Europe, 1984; U.S. Army Achievement Medal, Third Oak Leaf Cluster, 1983-

1992; U.S. Army Commendation Medal, Third Oak Leaf Cluster, 1983-1992.  

Founding member of the national State Financial Officerôs Foundation; Distinguished Service Award 

from the National Association of State Treasurers; Member of South Dakota American Legion; South 

Dakota Veterans of Foreign Wars; Life Member of Disabled American Veterans.  

State Auditor, 2003-2011. State Treasurer, 2011-2019; State Auditor, 2019-Present; Acting Public 

Utilities Commissioner on Dakota Access Pipeline, 2015-2021. 

Former State Auditors 

Dakota Territory  

Justus Townsend ..................... 1862 ï 1864 

I.T. Gore ................................. 1864 ï 1866 

John Morris............................. 1868 ï 1870 

William Shriner ...................... 1870 ï 1872 

Thomas J. Sloan...................... 1872 ï 1874 

A. Sheridan Jones ................... 1874 ï 1876 

John Sand ............................... 1876 ï 1878 

E.A. Sherman .......................... 1879 ï 1881 

L.M. Purdy .............................. 1881 ï 1882 

George Ordway ....................... 1883 ï 1885 

Ernest W. Caldwell ................. 1885 ï 1886 

James A. Ward ........................ 1887 ï 1889 

John C. McManima ................ 1889 

State of South Dakota 

L.C. Taylor .................... R ...... 1889 ï 1893 

J.E. Hipple ..................... R ...... 1893 ï 1897 

H.E. Mayhew ................. R ...... 1897 ï 1899 

James D. Reeves ............ R ...... 1899 ï 1903 

J.F. Halladay .................. R ...... 1903 ï 1907 

John Hirning .................. R ...... 1907 ï 1911 

Henry B. Anderson ........  R ..... 1911 ï 1915 

J.E. Handlin ................... R ...... 1915 ï 1919 

Jay E. Reeves ................. R ...... 1919 ï 1923 

Edward A. Jones ............ R ...... 1923 ï 1929 

William M. Dunn ........... R ...... 1929 ï 1933 

George O'Neill ............... D ..... 1933 ï 1937 

Raymond A. Kelly ......... D ..... 1937 ï 1939 

W.W. Warner ................ R ...... 1939 ï 1945 

Steve E. Anderson ......... R ...... 1945 ï 1950a 

James O. Gilkerson ........ R ...... 1950 ï 1951 

Lawrence E. Mayes ....... R ...... 1951 ï 1956b 

Fay A. Allbee ................. R ...... 1956 ï 1958c 

Oscar Brosz ................... R ...... 1958 ï 1959 

Harriett Horning ............ D ...... 1959 ï 1961 

Betty L. Larson Casey ... R ...... 1961 ï 1963 

Al Hamre ....................... R ...... 1963 ï 1967 

Lloyd Jorgenson ............ R ...... 1967 ï 1969 

Alice Kundert ................ R ...... 1969 ï 1979 

Vernon L. Larson ........... R ...... 1979 ï 2003 

Richard L. Sattgast......... R ...... 2003 ï 2011 

Steve Barnett.................. R ...... 2011 ï 2018 

Richard L. Sattgast......... R ...... 2019 ï  

 

R ï Republican        D ï Democrat 

 
a. Steve E. Anderson resigned and James O. Gilkerson was appointed to fill the vacancy. 

b. Lawrence E. Mayes resigned January 15, 1956, and Fay A. Allbee was appointed to fill the vacancy. 

c. Fay A. Allbee resigned August 31, 1958, and Oscar Brosz was appointed to fill the vacancy. 
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State Treasurer - Josh Haeder 

 

Address:  State Capitol, Suite 212 

  500 East Capitol Ave 

  Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone:  (605) 773ï3378 

Internet:  sdtreasurer.gov  

Affiliation:  Republican 

 

Prior to being elected South Dakota's 33rd state 

treasurer, Josh Haeder was the managing partner 

of Haeder Organization, LLC based in Huron, 

SD. Haeder Organization is a property 

management company that focuses on affordable 

housing and lodging. Haeder served 4 1/2 years 

as the Northeast Director for U.S. Senator Mike 

Rounds who is a member of the Banking 

Committee. 

Haeder's experience includes time as the chief operating officer for a national credit counseling 

agency that assists individuals and families considering bankruptcy. He also spent several years in 

business and agricultural banking management. Haeder's education includes a B.S. in Public Safety 

Management and a M.A. in Intelligence and Global Security from Point Park University. 

Haeder and his wife Amanda have two young daughters at home, Maggie and Laikyn. In his spare 

time, Haeder is a public address announcer for sporting activities, enjoys practicing mixed martial 

arts, pheasant hunting, fishing, and watching Minnesota Twins baseball. 

Josh Haeder is passionate about serving South Dakota by protecting citizens' money and state 

accounts against cyber threats and through financial wellness education for young people. Regarding 

his public service, Haeder lives by the quote "If you really want to receive joy and happiness, then 

serve others with all your heart. Lift their burden, and your own burden will be lighter." 
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Former State Treasurers 

Dakota Territory  

G.G. Irish ................................ 1861 ï 1863 

J.O. Taylor .............................. 1863 ï 1864 

M.K. Armstrong ..................... 1865 ï 1868 

T.K. Hovey ............................. 1869 ï 1870 

E.A. Sherman ......................... 1871 ï 1874 

John Clementson ..................... 1875 ï 1877 

W.H. McVay........................... 1878 ï 1883 

J.W. Raymond ........................ 1883 ï 1887 

J.D. Lawler ............................. 1887 ï 1888 

Joseph Bailey .......................... 1889 

State of South Dakota 

Wilbur F. Smith ............. R ...... 1889 ï 1891 

W.W. Taylor .................. R ...... 1891 ï 1895 

Kirk G. Phillips .............. R ...... 1895 ï 1899 

John Schamber............... R ...... 1899 ï 1903 

C.B. Collins ................... R ...... 1903 ï 1907 

C.H. Cassill.................... R ...... 1907 ï 1909 

George G. Johnson ........ R ...... 1909 ï 1913 

A.W. Ewert .................... R ...... 1913 ï 1917 

G.H. Helgerson .............. R ...... 1917 ï 1921 

W.S. O'Brien.................. R ...... 1921 ï 1923 

James L. Driscoll ........... R ...... 1923 ï 1927 

A.J. Moodie ................... R ...... 1927 ï 1931 

A.C. Goodhope .............. R ...... 1931 ï 1933 

Frank G. Siewert ............ D ..... 1933 ï 1937 

W.H. Hinselman ............ D ..... 1937 ï 1939 

W.G Douglas ................. R ...... 1939 ï 1942a 

John N. Thompson ......... R ...... 1942 ï 1943 

E.V. Youngquist ............ R ...... 1943 ï 1945b 

Hazel Dean .................... R ...... 1945 ï 1947 

C.E. Buehler .................. R ...... 1947 ï 1951 

Theodore Mehlhaf ......... R ...... 1951 ï 1955 

Ed T. Elkins ................... R ...... 1955 ï 1959 

Al Hamre ....................... R ...... 1959 ï 1963 

Lloyd Jorgenson ............ R ...... 1963 ï 1967 

Al Hamre ....................... R ...... 1967 ï 1969 

Neal Strand .................... R ...... 1969 ï 1973 

David Volk .................... R ...... 1973 ï 1990 c 

Janis Y. Kelley ............... R ...... 1990 ï 1991 

G. Homer Harding ......... R ...... 1991 ï 1994 

Richard D. Butler ........... D ...... 1995 ï 2003 

Vernon L. Larson ........... R ...... 2003 ï 2011 

Rich Sattgast .................. R ...... 2011 ï 2018 

Josh Haeder ................... R ...... 2019 ï  

 

R ï Republican        D ï Democrat 

 
a. W. G. Douglas resigned August 20, 1942, and John N. Thompson was appointed to fill the vacancy. 

b. E. V. Youngquist died July 8, 1945, and Hazel Dean was appointed to fill the vacancy. 

c. David Volk resigned July 31, 1990, and Janis Y. Kelley was appointed to fill the vacancy until G. Homer 

Harding was elected in 1991. 
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Commissioner of School and Public Lands - 

Brock L. Greenfield 

 

Address:  State Capitol, Suite 108 

   500 East Capitol Ave 

   Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone:  (605) 773ï3303 

Internet:  sdpubliclands.sd.gov  

Affiliation:  Republican 

 

Brock was born while his parents, Don and Lana, 

lived in Willow Lake.  He spent his childhood in 

Hoven, and later in Doland.  Brock graduated from 

Doland High School in 1994 and went on to earn 

his Bachelor of Science with majors in Business 

Management and Marketing and a minor in 

Economics from Northern State University in 

1999.  While in college, Brock served on the 

Student Senate for two years.  He was elected Student Body President for the 1998-99 school 

year.  He also worked as a resident assistant for three years and served as a Legislative 

Intern.  College activities included baseball, oral interpretation, College Republicans, Campus 

Crusade For Christ, and InterVarsity Christian Fellowship.  He was inducted into Phi Eta Sigma 

National Honor Society, and he graduated magna cum laude. 

After college, he moved to Clark where he managed a local small business.  In 2000, Brock ran 

successfully for the SD Senate, which began a 22-year run of service to his district.  To-date, he 

remains the youngest Senator ever elected in South Dakota history. Over the years, he served eight 

total counties, seeing his district reconfigured three times due to redistricting.  Legislative 

experiences included 12 years on the Appropriations Committee, 6 years on the Executive Board of 

the Legislative Research Council and served as chair or vice-chair on several different standing 

committees.  Brockôs greatest honor as a legislator was being elected twice by his peers to serve as 

the President Pro Tempore of the Senate.  Besides state government, Brockôs passion is baseball.  He 

has served a baseball coach for nine different age groups in Clark over the past 24 years and also 

serves on the South Dakota Amateur Baseball Commission, the SD American Legion Athletic 

Commission, and as a Regional Commissioner for American Legion Baseball. When not spending 

time with elective office or baseball duties, Brock has spent time substitute teaching, driving bus for 

local school and athletic groups, and working at the family restaurant in Doland. He is a member of 

the Pierre-Fort Pierre Kiwanis Club and Pierre Area Right to Life and was recently elected to serve 

as President of PARTL. 

As Commissioner of School and Public Lands, Brock oversees the management of state trust lands, 

with a focus on returning investment income to public education.  The office leases in excess of 

760,000 surface acres of public land and oversees more than 5 million acres of state-owned mineral 

rights, which provide for several oil, gas, and mineral leases that contribute to the School and Public 

Lands trust fund.  The fund returns millions of investment dollars to the K-12 and Higher Education 

systems.  The SPL Office also oversees and works to maintain upwards of 100 dams on lakes across 

the state.  Also, as Commissioner, Brock is a statutory member of the SD Investment Council, which 
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is responsible for investing a total of over $20.5 billion of state funds. Brock and his wife Kelli moved 

to Pierre at the beginning of his term as Commissioner. 

 Former Commissioners of  

School and Public Lands 

State of South Dakotaa 

Osmer H. Parker ............ R ...... 1889 ï 1891 

Thomas H. Ruth............. R ...... 1891 ï 1895 

John L. Lockhart ............ R ...... 1895 ï 1899 

David Eastman............... R ...... 1899 ï 1903 

C.J. Bach ....................... R ...... 1903 ï 1907 

O.C. Dokken .................. R ...... 1907 ï 1911 

F.F. Brinker ................... R ...... 1911 ï 1913b 

Fred Hepperle ................ R ...... 1913 ï 1917 

N.E. Knight.................... R ...... 1917 ï 1925 

O.P.J. Engstrom ............. R ...... 1925 ï 1933 

Ben Strool ...................... D ..... 1933 ï 1939 

Earl A. Hammerquist ..... R ...... 1939 ï 1943 

John A. Lunden ............. R ...... 1943 ï 1949 

Bernard Linn .................. R ...... 1949 ï 1971 

Ralph Ginn .................... R ...... 1971 ï 1972c 

George D. Kane ............. D ...... 1972 ï 1979 

John J. "Jack" Gerken .... R ...... 1979 ï 1983 

F. Julian Cheney ............ R ...... 1983d 

David L. Volk ................ R ...... 1983 ï 1984e 

John J. "Jack" Gerken .... R ...... 1984f 

Sheldon E. Cotton .......... R ...... 1985 ï 1987 

Timothy H. Amdahl ....... R ...... 1987 ï 1990 

Curtis J. Johnson ............ D ...... 1991 ï 2003 

Bryce Healy ................... D ...... 2003 ï 2007 

Jarrod Johnson ............... R ...... 2007 ï 2013g 

Vernon L. Larson ........... R ...... 2013 ï 2015 

Ryan Brunner ................. R ...... 2015 ï 2022h 

Jarrod Johnson ............... R ...... 2022 ï 2023 

Brock Greenfield ........... R ...... 2023 ï 

 

R ï Republican        D ï Democrat 

 
a. The organization of Dakota Territory did not provide for the position of Commissioner of School and Public 

Lands. 

b. F.F. Brinker resigned February 26, 1913, and Fred Hepperle was appointed to fill the vacancy. 

c. Ralph Ginn died May 26, 1972, and George D. Kane was appointed to fill the vacancy. 

d. F. Julian Cheney died January 16, 1983, and David L. Volk was appointed to fill the vacancy. 

e. David L. Volk resigned July 25, 1984, and John J. "Jack" Gerken was appointed to fill the vacancy. 

f. John J. "Jack" Gerken resigned November 8, 1984, and Sheldon E. Cotton was appointed to fill the vacancy. 

g. Jarrod Johnson resigned on August 15, 2013, and Vernon L. Larson was appointed to fill the vacancy. 

h. Ryan Brunner resigned on January 31, 2022, and Jarrod Johnson was appointed to fill the vacancy. 
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Public Utilities Commissioner - Kristie Fiegen 

 

Address:  State Capitol, Suite 120 

   500 East Capitol Ave 

   Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone:  (605) 773ï3201 

Internet:  puc.sd.gov  

Affiliation:  Republican 

 

Kristie Fiegen serves on the South Dakota Public 

Utilities Commission. She was appointed to the 

PUC by Gov. Dennis Daugaard on Aug. 9, 2011, 

to fill a vacancy on the commission. Kristie was 

then elected to the commission in November 2012 

and re-elected by South Dakota voters in 

November 2018 and again in 2024. She has served as chairperson of the PUC in 2017, 2018, 2023 

and 2024 and vice chairperson in 2012, 2015, 2016, 2021 and 2022. She is vice chair of the National 

Association of Regulatory Utility Commissionersô Committee on Gas and a member of the 

Subcommittee on Pipeline Safety. Kristie holds leadership positions in the Southwest Power Pool 

regional transmission organization including serving as the past president and current member of the 

Regional State Committee and current chairperson of the Resource and Energy Assurance Leadership 

Team, and the Improved Resource Availability Task Force, and is a member of the RSC Nominating 

Committee, Markets+ State Committee and the SPP-RSC Liaison Committee. Kristie provides 

guidance related to the interests of the public and gas consumers to the Gas Technology Institute as 

a chairperson of GTIôs Public Interest Advisory Committee. 

Prior to joining the PUC, Kristie was the president of Junior Achievement of South Dakota for 17 

years and was recognized as the top Junior Achievement USA President in 2008. Under Kristieôs 

leadership, participation in Junior Achievement increased from 2,400 to more than 44,000 students 

annually and her team was named among the top eight franchises in the country nine times. Kristieôs 

career also includes serving as the South Dakota area manager for the National Multiple Sclerosis 

Society for nine years and as a sales representative for Monsanto Company. 

Kristieôs public service career includes four terms in the South Dakota House of Representatives, 

from 1993 to 2001. While a legislator, she served as chairperson of the House Health and Human 

Services Committee and the state chairperson of the American Legislative Exchange Council. 

Since 2003, Kristie has been appointed by four governors to serve on the South Dakota Court 

Appointed Special Advocates Committee and currently serves as the chairperson. She has been active 

in Rotary, the United Way and Toastmasters, is a Junior Achievement volunteer, a South Dakota 

American Legion Auxiliary member and an active member of Central Church. 

Kristie earned a bachelorôs degree in commercial economics and agricultural business from South 

Dakota State University and a masterôs degree in business administration from the University of 

South Dakota. She grew up on her familyôs farm near Chancellor, South Dakota, and is a graduate 

of Parker High School. Kristie and her husband, Tim, live in Pierre and Sioux Falls and have two 

grown sons, Alexander (wife McKenna) and Jackson (wife Mara) and one granddaughter. Kristie is 

passionate about hosting family and friends, attending sporting events, and walking in faith through 

Christ. 
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Public Utilities Commissioner - Gary Hanson 

 

Address:  State Capitol, Suite 120 

   500 East Capitol Ave 

   Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone:  (605) 773ï3201 

Internet:  puc.sd.gov  

Affiliation:  Republican 

 

Gary Hanson currently serves on the South Dakota 

Public Utilities Commission. He was elected to the 

PUC in 2002 and re-elected in 2008, 2014, and 

2020. He served as the commission's chairman in 

2005, 2008, 2011, 2013, 2014, 2019, 2020, and 

2025. Gary represents South Dakota on the 

National Association of Regulatory Utility 

Commissioners' Committee on Electricity and on 

the Body of State Regulators forum for the Western 

Energy Imbalance Market. He served on the 

executive committee and as treasurer of the 

Organization of MISO States, president of the Mid-America Regulatory Conference, represented the 

nation's NARUC commissioners on the steering committee of the National Wind Coordinating 

Collaborative, and is a member of the Advisory Council for New Mexico State University's Center 

for Public Utilities. 

Gary has served as chairman of the South Dakota Underground Pipeline Task Force, as member of 

Gov. Mike Rounds' Task Force on Wind Development, South Dakota's Energy Task Force, and Gov. 

George S. Mickelson's Cumulative Environmental Evaluation of Black Hills Mining Task Force. His 

service to the state also includes three terms in the South Dakota Senate where he was chairman of 

the committees of Bonding and of Government Audit and Operations, and vice chairman of the 

Taxation Committee. 

A native of Sioux Falls, Gary was twice elected as mayor of that city and oversaw multiple 

departmental operations of more than 1,200 employees. Prior to serving as mayor, Gary was Sioux 

Falls' utilities commissioner for six years and was responsible for the development and day-to-day 

activities for three municipal utilities. He owned insurance, corporate and personal income tax 

preparation, and real estate businesses before elected office and was a licensed real estate auctioneer, 

appraiser, and broker.  

As a regional and industry leader, Gary is co-founder, past president, chairman, and often referred to 

as the father of the Lewis and Clark Regional Water System. He was chairman of the South Dakota 

Public Assurance Alliance, and president of the Sioux Falls Board of Realtors. He has served on the 

boards of directors of Lutheran Social Services Credit Counseling Advisory Board, DAV Arthur H. 

Muchow Independent Living Center, Sioux Falls Jaycees, Northern State University Foundation, 

Minnehaha Metro Communications Systems, South Dakota Water Congress, and Sister Cities 

Association. Gary was instrumental in the founding of the Multicultural Center in Sioux Falls, Great 

Plains Waicipi, Community Drug Concerns Task Force, Sioux Falls School Resource Officers 

program, as well as endowments for the Sioux Falls Pavilion and the Great Plains Zoo. Awards and 

honors received by Gary include being named Distinguished Alumnus of Northern State University, 
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Sioux Falls' City Father of the Year, YMCA Tri-State Hall of Fame, International Lions Club Melvin 

Jones Fellow, Outstanding Young Citizen of South Dakota, Habitat for Humanity's Hat's Off Award, 

Spirit of Downtown Sioux Falls Award, White Cane Safety Award, Multiple Sclerosis Society 

Chapter's Mayor of the Year, Children's Care Hospital Wings of Love Award, DAV's Outstanding 

Legislator Award, and Life Member of Lions Club Sight and Service Foundation. 

He has regularly shared his passion for athletics as a volunteer coach for a variety of youth sports. 

Gary actively pursues several interests including astronomy, carpentry, car engines, birding, 

genealogy, hunting, fishing, skydiving, SCUBA diving, spelunking, camping, history and sports. 

Gary and Sandy, make their home in Sioux Falls and Pierre. The couple have three married children: 

Alicia and Eric Tutt, Wayne & Shari Hanson, Stacy & John Haber. And seven grandchildren: Cyan 

and Liv, Tom, Meghan, Jacob, Sabrina, Johnathon, and Jasmine. 
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Public Utilities Commissioner - Chris Nelson 
 

   Address: State Capitol, Suite 120 

   500 East Capitol Ave 

   Pierre, SD 57501 

   Phone:  (605) 773ï3201 

   Internet:  puc.sd.gov  

   Affiliation:  Republican 

 

Chris Nelson is currently a member of the South 

Dakota Public Utilities Commission. Chris was 

appointed Jan. 8, 2011, by Gov. Dennis Daugaard 

to fill a vacancy on the commission and was 

elected by South Dakota voters in November 2012 

to continue his service for the remaining four years 

of the term. He was re-elected to a full term in 

November 2016, garnering the highest electoral 

percentage ever for a contested statewide race.  He 

was re-elected again in 2022. Chris served as the 

PUC's chairman in 2012, 2015, 2016, 2021, and 

2022 and as vice chairman in 2011, 2013, 2014, 2019, 2020, and 2025. 

He is a member of the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners serving on the 

association's Board of Directors, co-chairing the Washington Action Program, is a member of its 

Investment Committee and is a past chairman of its Committee on Telecommunications. He has been 

appointed by the Federal Communications Commission to the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal 

Service serving as chairman of the state members.  Chris is an advisory board member for the Electric 

Power Research Institute.  He serves as South Dakotaôs board member for the Organization of MISO 

States where he holds the treasurer position.   

Previously, Chris served as South Dakotaôs secretary of state, having been elected in the 2002 general 

election. Chris was unopposed for re-election in 2006, which was the only time the office was 

uncontested in the history of South Dakota.  

Prior to becoming secretary of state, Chris held the position of state election supervisor in the 

secretary of state's office for 13 years and was uniform commercial code supervisor in the same office 

for two years. As secretary of state, Chris received the 2010 Excellent Service to South Dakota 

County Officials award from the South Dakota County Officials Association, the 2004 

Hazeltine/Taylor award from South Dakota Kids Voting, and the 2003 Excellence in South Dakota 

Municipal Government award from the South Dakota Municipal League. In 2005, Chris was 

appointed as a National Governors Association representative on the United States Election 

Assistance Commission Board of Advisors. Under Chrisô leadership the secretary of stateôs office 

was awarded the Election Centerôs 2009 Professional Practices Program State Award. This annual 

award is given as recognition for the most outstanding election administration professional practice 

in the nation. The award recognizes the 2008 development and implementation of a new central 

election reporting system for the state. 

Following graduation from White Lake High School, Chris earned a bachelorôs degree in animal 

science, with highest honors, from South Dakota State University in 1987. 
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Chris is involved in his church and counts agriculture and hunting as two areas of personal interest. 

He maintains a part-time cattle operation. Chris and his wife, Penny, reside in Pierre. Their daughter, 

Rebekah, is a nurse in Sioux Falls. 
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Former Public Utilities Commissioners 

Dakota Territory  a 

William M. Evans .......................... 1886 

W.H. McVay ................................. 1886 

Alexander Griggs ........................... 1886 ï 1888 

A. Boynton .................................... 1887 ï 1888 

N.T. Smith .....................................1887 ï 1888 

Judson LaMoure ............................1889 

John H. King ..................................1889 

Harvey J. Rice ...............................1889 

State of South Dakota 

Harvey J. Rice ............................... 1890 

John H. Kingz ................................ 1890 ï 1892 

Albion D. Chase ............................ 1890 ï 1892 

Charles E. McKenny...................... 1892 

Frank P. Phillips ............................ 1892 

George A. Johnston ... R/Dist. 1 ..... 1895 ï 1897 

E.F. Conklin .............. R/Dist. 2 ..... 1895 ï 1897 

J.R. Brennan .............. R/Dist. 3 ..... 1895 ï 1897 

W.T. LaFollette ......... P/Dist. 1 ..... 1897 ï 1901 

Alexander Kirkpatrick 

 ................................... P/Dist. 2 ..... 1897 ï 1903 

William H. Tompkins 

 ................................... P/Dist. 3 ..... 1897 ï 1899 

William G. Smith ....... R/Dist. 3 ..... 1899 ï 1917 

Frank LaCocq, Jr. ...... R/Dist. 1 ..... 1901 ï 1907 

D.H. Smith ................. R/Dist. 2 ..... 1903 ï 1909 

George Rice ............... R/Dist. 1 ..... 1907 ï 1913 

F.C. Robinson ............ R/Dist. 2 ..... 1909 ï 1915 

John J. Murphy .......... R/Dist. 1  .... 1913 ï 1943 

P.W. Dougherty ......... R/Dist. 2  .... 1915 ï 1919b 

Frank E. Wells ........... R/Dist. 3  .... 1917 ï 1919c 

John W. Raish ............ R/Dist. 2  .... 1919 ï 1933 

Dawes E. Brisbine ..... R/Dist. 3  .... 1919 ï 1935 

F.S. Pickert ................ D/Dist. 2  .... 1933 ï 1939 

Windsor Doherty ....... D/Dist. 3 .....1935d 

Fred B. Ray ................ D/Dist. 3 .....1936 ï 1937 

C.L. (Roy) Doherty .... R/Dist. 3 .....1937 ï 1971 

C.A. (Chris) Merkle ... R/Dist. 2 .....1939 ï 1969 

Fred L. Lindekugel .... R/Dist. 1 .....1943 ï 1967 

Harvey Scharn ........... R/Dist. 1 .....1967 ï 1973 

Winston Barness ........ R/Dist. 2 .....1969 ï 1975 

Jack M. Weiland ........ D/Dist. 3 .....1971 ï 1977 

P.K. Ecker .................. D/Dist. 1 .....1973 ï 1979 

Norma Klinkel ........... D/Dist. 2 .....1975 ï 1981 

Charolette Fischer ...... R/Dist. 3 .....1977 ï 1983 

Jeff Solem .................. R/Dist. 2 .....1981 ï 1987 

Kenneth Stofferahn .... D/Dist. 1 .....1979 ï 1997 

Dennis Eisnach .......... D/Dist. 3 .....1983 ï 1989 

Laska Schoenfelder.... R/Dist. 3 .....1989 ï 2001e 

Jim Burg .................... D/Dist. 2 .....1987 ï 2005 

Pam Nelson ................ D ................1997 ï 2003 

Robert Sahr ................ R .................2001 ï 2006f 

Gary Hanson .............. R .................2003 ï 

Dustin óDustyô Johnson 

 ................................... R .................2005 ï 2011g 

Steve Kolbeck ............ D ................2006 ï 2011h 

Chris Nelson .............. R .................2011 ï  

Kristie Fiegen ............ R .................2011 ï  

 

R ï Republican        D ï Democrat        P ï Populist 

 
a. The Public Utilities Commission was originally an appointive office and called the Board of Railroad 

Commissioners. In 1897, state law was amended making it an elective office. On July 1, 1939, the name 

was changed from the Board of Railroad Commission to the Public Utilities Commission. 

b. P.W. Dougherty resigned, and John W. Raish was appointed to fill the vacancy. 

c. Frank E. Wells resigned, and Dawes E. Brisbine was appointed to fill the vacancy. 

d. Windsor Doherty resigned, and Fred B. Ray was appointed to fill the vacancy. 

e. Laska Schoenfelder died in March 2001. Robert Sahr was appointed to fill vacancy in December 2001. 

f. Robert Sahr resigned in November 2006. Steve Kolbeck was appointed to fill the vacancy on December 4, 

2006. 

g. Dustin óDustyô Johnson was elected to a second term in November 2010 but declined to take office. Chris 

Nelson was appointed by Governor Dennis Daugaard to fill Johnsonôs vacancy on January 8, 2011. 

h. Steve Kolbeck resigned on June 21, 2011. Kristie Fiegen was appointed by Governor Dennis Daugaard to 

fill Kolbeckôs vacancy on August 9, 2011.
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Chief Justice of the Supreme Court - 

Steven R. Jensen 

 

Address:  State Capitol, Suite 221 

   500 East Capitol Ave 

   Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone:  (605) 773ï3511 

Internet:  ujs.sd.gov 

 

Fourth Supreme Court District:  

Union, Clay, Yankton, Hutchinson, Hanson, 

Davison, Bon Homme, Douglas, Aurora, Charles 

Mix, Gregory, McCook, Turner and Lincoln 

Counties. 

 

Justice Jensen was appointed to the Supreme Court 

by Governor Dennis Daugaard. He was sworn in on 

November 3, 2017. Justice Jensen grew up on a farm near Wakonda, South Dakota. He received his 

undergraduate degree from Bethel University in St. Paul, Minnesota in 1985 and his Juris Doctor 

from the University of South Dakota School of Law in 1988. He clerked for Justice Richard W. 

Sabers on the South Dakota Supreme Court before entering private practice in 1989 with the Crary 

Huff Law Firm in Sioux City, Iowa and Dakota Dunes, South Dakota. In 2003, Justice Jensen was 

appointed as a First Judicial Circuit Judge by former Governor Mike Rounds. He became the 

Presiding Judge of the First Judicial Circuit in 2011. Justice Jensen served as chair of the Unified 

Judicial Systemôs Presiding Judges Council, president of the SD Judges Association, and has served 

on other boards and commissions. In 2009, Justice Jensen was appointed as a Judicial Fellow to the 

Advanced Science and Technology Adjudication Resource Center in Washington D.C.  
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Justice of the Supreme Court - 

Janine M. Kern 

 

Address: State Capitol, Suite 221 

  500 East Capitol Ave 

  Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: (605) 773ï3511 

Internet: ujs.sd.gov 

 

First Supreme Court District :  

Custer, Lawrence, Meade, and Pennington Counties. 

 

Justice Kern, who was appointed to the Supreme 

Court on November 25, 2014, by Governor Dennis 

Daugaard, represents the First Supreme Court 

District. She received a Bachelor of Science degree 

in 1982, from Arizona State University and her Juris Doctorate from the University of Minnesota 

Law School in 1985. Justice Kern worked in the Attorney Generalôs office from 1985-1996 serving 

in a variety of capacities, including the appellate division, drug prosecution unit, and as Director of 

the Litigation Division. She was appointed a Circuit Court Judge in 1996 for the Seventh Judicial 

Circuit and served 18 years on the trial court bench. She is a member of the American Law Institute, 

the State Bar Association, the Pennington County Bar Association, the American Bar Association 

Fellows, and past President of the South Dakota Judges Association. She served on the Council of 

Juvenile Services from 2004-2013, on the Federal Advisory Committee on Juvenile Justice from 

2004-2008, and on numerous other boards and commissions.  
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Justice of the Supreme Court - 

Mark E. Salter 

 

Address: State Capitol, Suite 221 

  500 East Capitol Ave 

  Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: (605) 773ï3511 

Internet: ujs.sd.gov 

 

Second Supreme Court District:  

Minnehaha County 

 

Justice Salter began as a member of the Supreme 

Court on July 9, 2018, following his appointment 

by Governor Dennis Daugaard. Justice Salter 

received a Bachelor of Science degree from South 

Dakota State University in 1990 and his Juris 

Doctor degree from the University of South Dakota School of Law in 1993. After clerking for a 

Minnesota state district court, he served on active duty in the United States Navy until 1997 and later 

served in the United States Naval Reserve. Justice Salter practiced law with the Sioux Falls firm of 

Cutler & Donahoe, where he became a partner before leaving in 2004 to return to public service with 

the United States Attorneyôs Office for the District of South Dakota. As an Assistant United States 

Attorney, Justice Salter focused on appellate practice and became the chief of the officeôs Appellate 

Division in 2009. He was appointed as a Circuit Court Judge by Governor Daugaard and served in 

the Second Judicial Circuit from 2013 until his appointment to the Supreme Court in 2018. Justice 

Salter served as the presiding judge of the Minnehaha County Veterans Treatment Court from its 

inception in 2016 until 2018. He also serves as an adjunct professor at the University of South Dakota 

School of Law where he has taught Advanced Criminal Procedure and continues to teach Advanced 

Appellate Advocacy.  
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Justice of the Supreme Court - 

Patricia J. DeVaney 

 

Address: State Capitol, Suite 221 

  500 East Capitol Ave 

  Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: (605) 773ï3511 

Internet: ujs.sd.gov 

 

Third Supreme Court District:  

Fall River, Oglala Lakota, Bennett, Jackson, 

Haakon, Stanley, Jones, Lyman, Mellette, Tripp, 

Todd, Sully, Hughes, Hyde, Hand, Buffalo, Brule, 

Jerauld, Beadle, Sanborn, Kingsbury, Brookings, 

Miner, Lake, and Moody Counties.  

 

Justice DeVaney was appointed to the Supreme 

Court by Governor Kristi Noem and was sworn in 

on May 23, 2019. Justice DeVaney was born and 

raised in Hand County and graduated from Polo High School in 1986. She received her Bachelor of 

Science degree in 1990 from the University of South Dakota, majoring in political science, and 

received her Juris Doctor degree from the University of Virginia School of Law in 1993. Justice 

DeVaney began her career of public service as an Assistant Attorney General in the South Dakota 

Office of Attorney General, where she practiced law from 1993 to 2012. She began her practice in 

the appellate division, then moved to the litigation division where she spent seventeen years as a 

trial lawyer, prosecuting major felony offenses as well as representing the State in civil litigation in 

both state and federal trial and appellate courts. During her tenure at the Attorney Generalôs Office, 

she also handled administrative matters for state agencies and professional licensing boards. Justice 

DeVaney was appointed by Governor Dennis Daugaard as a Circuit Judge for the Sixth Judicial 

Circuit in 2012, where she presided over criminal, civil and juvenile proceedings, heard 

administrative appeals, and assisted as the second judge for the Sixth Circuit DUI/Drug Court. 

Justice DeVaney has served as the Secretary-Treasurer and President of the South Dakota Judges 

Association. She has also co-chaired the South Dakota Supreme Courtôs Commission on Sexual 

Harassment in the Legal Profession and serves as Vice-Chair of the Supreme Courtôs Courthouse 

Security Committee.   
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Justice of the Supreme Court - 

Scott P. Myren 

 

Address: State Capitol, Suite 221 

  500 East Capitol Ave 

  Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: (605) 773ï3511 

Internet: ujs.sd.gov 

 

Fifth Supreme Court District :  

Harding, Butte, Perkins, Corson, Ziebach, Dewey, 

Campbell, Walworth, McPherson, Edmunds, Faulk, 

Brown, Spink, Marshall, Day, Roberts, Potter, 

Clark, Codington, Hamlin, Deuel and Grant 

Counties.  

 

Justice Scott P. Myren was appointed to the South 

Dakota Supreme Court by Gov. Kristi Noem and 

sworn in on Jan. 5, 2021. He represents the 

Supreme Court Fifth District, which consists of Brown, Butte, Campbell, Clark, Codington, 

Corson, Day, Deuel, Dewey, Edmunds, Faulk, Grant, Hamlin, Harding, Marshall, McPherson, 

Perkins, Potter, Roberts, Spink, Walworth and Ziebach counties. Justice Myren grew up on his 

family farm in rural Campbell County and graduated from Mobridge High School in 1982. He 

received a Bachelor of Science degree, double majoring in history and political science from the 

University of South Dakota in 1985. He earned his juris doctor from Rutgers University in 1988, 

where he was the research editor of the Rutgers Law Journal. Justice Myren practiced law in 

Denver, Colo., before returning to South Dakota to work as a staff attorney for the South Dakota 

Supreme Court. He served as an administrative law judge for the Office of Administrative Hearings 

and magistrate judge for the Sixth Judicial Circuit. In 2003, he was appointed as a circuit court 

judge for the Fifth Judicial Circuit by Gov. Mike Rounds. He was re-elected to that position by the 

voters in 2006 and 2014. He served as judge for the Brown County Drug and DUI Court. Chief 

Justice David Gilbertson appointed him the presiding judge for the Fifth Judicial Circuit in 

2014. Justice Myren served as chair of the Unified Judicial Systemôs Presiding Judgesô Council and 

president of the South Dakota Judgesô Association. He served on numerous committees, including 

the Court Improvement Program and Juvenile Detention Alternative Initiative, which he chaired. 

He was selected as a Judicial Fellow to the Advanced Science and Technology Adjudication 

Resource Center in Washington, D.C., in 2009. He served on Gov. Dennis Daugaardôs South 

Dakota Criminal Justice Initiative workgroup and Juvenile Justice Reinvestment Initiative 

workgroup. He supervised the rural and urban pilot programs, which led to the implementation of 

Hope Probation across South Dakota. 



 South Dakota Judicial Branch Page 195 

Former Justices of the Supreme Court 

Dakota Territory a 

George P. Williston ................ 1861 ï 1864 

Philemon Bliss ........................ 1861 ï 1865 

Joseph L. Williams ................. 1861 ï 1865 

Ara Barlett .............................. 1864 ï 1869 

William E. Gleason ................ 1865 ï 1867 

Jefferson P. Kidder ................. 1865 ï 1875 

John W. Boyle ........................ 1867 ï 1869 

Wilmot W. Brookings............. 1869 ï 1873 

George W. French .................. 1869 ï 1873 

Alanson H. Barnes .................. 1873 ï 1881 

Peter C. Shannon .................... 1873 ï 1882 

Granville G. Bennett ............... 1875 ï 1878 

Jefferson P. Kidder ................. 1879 ï 1883 

Gideon C. Moody ................... 1878 ï 1883 

Sanford A. Hudson ................. 1881 ï 1885 

 

A.J. Edgerton .......................... 1882 ï 1886 

William E. Church .................. 1883 ï 1886 

Cornelius S. Palmer ................ 1883 ï 1888 

William H. Francis.................. 1884 ï 1888 

Seward Smith .......................... 1884 ï 1885b 

Louis K. Church ..................... 1885 ï 1887 

William B. McConnell ............ 1885 ï 1889 

Bartlett Tripp .......................... 1886 ï 1889 

Charles M. Thomas ................. 1887 ï 1889 

James Spencer......................... 1887 ï 1889 

John E. Carland ....................... 1888 ï 1889 

Roderick Rose......................... 1888 ï 1889 

C.F. Templeton ....................... 1888 ï 1889 

L.W. Crofoot........................... 1888 ï 1889 

Frank R. Aikens ...................... 1889 ï 1894 

 

a. The Supreme Court was originally comprised of three members. However, acting under constitutional 
authority, the State Legislature increased the Court's membership to five effective February 26, 1909. An 

amendment to the State Constitution, approved by a vote of the people on November 7, 1972, changed the 

titles of the Supreme Court members from "judges" to "justices" and called for the selection of a "chief 

justice" rather than a "presiding judge." 

b. Suspended by President Grover Cleveland. 
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State of South Dakotaa 

Dighton Corson, Dist. 1 ............. 1889 ï 1913 

Alphonso G. Kellam, Dist. 2 ..... 1889 ï 1896 

John E. Bennett, Dist. 3 ............. 1889 ï 1893 

Howard G. Fuller, Dist. 3 .......... 1894 ï 1908 

Dick Haney, Dist. 2 ................... 1896 ï 1913 

Charles S. Whiting, Dist. 3 ........ 1908 ï 1922 

James H. McCoy, Dist. 5 ........... 1909 ï 1921 

Ellison G. Smith, Dist. 4 ............ 1909 ï 1923 

Samuel C. Polley, Dist. 1 ........... 1913 ï 1947 

John Howard Gates, Dist. 2 ....... 1913 ï 1927 

Frank Anderson, Dist. 5 ............. 1921 ï 1925 

Carl G. Sherwood, Dist. 3 .......... 1922 ï 1931 

Charles H. Dillon, Dist. 4 .......... 1923 ï 1926 

Dwight Campbell, Dist. 5 .......... 1925 ï 1937 

Newton D. Burch, Dist. 4 .......... 1926 ï 1931 

James Brown, Dist. 2 ................. 1927 ï 1931 

Frederick A. Warren, Dist. 2 ..... 1931 ï 1944 

Everett D. Roberts, Dist. 3 ......... 1931 ï 1970 

Herbert B. Rudolph, Dist. 4 ....... 1931 ï 1957 

St. Clair Smith, Dist. 5 ............... 1937 ï 1962 

Vernon R. Sickel, Dist. 2 ........... 1944 ï 1956 

Charles Hayes, Dist. 1 ............... 1947 ï 1951 

Boyd Leedom, Dist. 1 ................ 1951 ï 1955 

Alex Rentto, Dist. 1 ................... 1955 ï 1971 

Charles S. Hanson, Dist. 2 ......... 1956 ï 1973 

Harold Bogue, Dist. 4 ................ 1957 ï 1959 

Frank Biegelmeier, Dist. 4 ......... 1959 ï 1974 

Frederick Homeyer, Dist. 5 ....... 1962 ï 1971 

Fred R. Winans, Dist. 3 ............. 1971 ï 1976 

James M. Doyle, Dist. 1 ............ 1971 ï 1976 

Oren P. (Phil) Coler, Dist. 4 ...... 1974 ï 1977 

Lawrence J. Zastrow, Dist. 1 ..... 1976 ï 1979 

Donald J. Porter, Dist. 3 ............ 1977 ï 1979 

Francis G. Dunn, Dist. 2 ............ 1973 ï 1985 

Roger L. Wollman, Dist. 5 ........ 1971 ï 1985 

Robert E. Morgan, Dist. 4.......... 1977 ï 1991 

Frank E. Henderson, Dist. 1 ...... 1979 ï 1994 

Jon Fosheim, Dist. 3 .................. 1979 ï 1986 

George W. Wuest, Dist. 5 .......... 1986 ï 1994 

Richard W. Sabers, Dist. 2 ........ 1986 ï 2009 

Robert A. Miller, Dist. 3 ............ 1986 ï 2001 

Robert A. Amundson, Dist. 4 .... 1991 ï 2002 

John K. Konenkamp, Dist. 1 ...... 1994 ï 2014 

David Gilbertson, Dist. 5 ........... 1995 ï 2021 

Steven L. Zinter, Dist. 3 ............ 2002 ï 2018 

Judith K. Meierhenry, Dist. 4 .... 2002 ï 2011 

Glen A. Severson, Dist. 2 .......... 2009 ï 2018 

Lori S. Wilbur, Dist. 4 ............... 2011 ï 2017 

Janine M. Kern, Dist. 1 .............. 2014 ï  

Steven R. Jensen, Dist. 4 ........... 2017 ï  

Mark E. Salter, Dist. 2 ............... 2018 ï  

Patricia J. DeVaney, Dist. 3 ....... 2019 ï  

Scott P. Myren, Dist. 5 .............. 2021 ï 

 

Chief Justices of the Supreme Court

Frank Biegelmeier, Dist. 4 ......... 1972 ï 1974 

Francis G. Dunn, Dist. 2 ............ 1974 ï 1978 

Roger L. Wollman, Dist. 5......... 1978 ï 1982 

Jon Fosheim, Dist. 3 .................. 1982 ï 1986 

George W. Wuest, Dist. 5 .......... 1986 ï 1990 

Robert A. Miller, Dist. 3 ............ 1990 ï 2001 

David Gilbertson, Dist. 5 ........... 2001 ï 2021 

Steven R. Jensen, Dist. 4 ........... 2021 ï
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Former Justices of the Supreme Court Notes 

a. The number of members of the Supreme Court was increased from three judges to five judges in 1909. 

b. John E. Bennett died, and Howard G. Fuller was appointed to fill the vacancy on January 15, 1894. 

c. A.G. Kellam died, and Dick Haney was appointed to fill the vacancy on January 31, 1896. 

d. Charles S. Whiting died on March 25, 1922, and Carl G. Sherwood was appointed to fill the vacancy 

on April 1, 1922. 

e. James H. McCoy resigned on December 1, 1921, and Frank Anderson was appointed to fill the 

vacancy on December 1, 1921. 

f. Samuel C. Polley retired on July 1, 1947, and Charles H. Hayes was appointed to fill the vacancy on 

July 8, 1947. 

g. John Howard Gates died on November 8, 1927, and James Brown was appointed to fill the vacancy 

on November 26, 1927. 

h. Newton D. Burch died March 18, 1931, and Herbert B. Rudolph was appointed March 27, 1931, to 

fill the vacancy. 

i. Frederick A. Warren died on June 18, 1944, and Vernon R. Sickel was appointed to fill the vacancy 

on September 1, 1944. 

j. Everett D. Roberts retired on December 31, 1970, and Fred R. Winans was appointed to fill the 

vacancy on January 1, 1971. 

k. Herbert B. Rudolph died on September 2, 1957, and Harold Bogue was appointed to fill the vacancy 

on October 1, 1957. 

l. St. Clair Smith retired on December 1, 1962, and Frederick Homeyer was appointed to fill the vacancy 

on December 1, 1962. 

m. Vernon R. Sickel resigned on July 1, 1956, and Charles S. Hanson was appointed to fill the vacancy 

on July 1, 1956. 

n. Charles R. Hayes resigned on June 1, 1951, and Boyd Leedom was appointed to fill the vacancy on 

June 1, 1951. 

o. Boyd Leedom resigned on March 31, 1955, and Alex Rentto was appointed to fill the vacancy on May 

1, 1955. 

p. Alex Rentto retired on September 15, 1971, and James M. Doyle was appointed to fill the vacancy on 

December 30, 1971. 

q. Charles S. Hanson retired on September 1, 1973, and Francis G. Dunn was appointed to fill the 

vacancy on September 1, 1973. 

r. Harold Bogue died on April 18, 1959, and Frank Biegelmeier was appointed to fill the vacancy on 

May 11, 1959. 

s. Frank Biegelmeier retired on August 31, 1974 and Oren P. (Phil) Coler was appointed to fill the 

vacancy on September 1, 1974. 

t. Fred R. Winans resigned on December 31, 1976, and Donald J. Porter was appointed to fill the vacancy 

on January 1, 1977. 

u. James M. Doyle died on March 6, 1976, and Lawrence J. Zastrow was appointed to fill the vacancy 

on August 10, 1976. 

v. Francis G. Dunn resigned on September 7, 1985, and George W. Wuest served as acting justice until 

a successor was named. Richard W. Sabers was appointed on March 1, 1986 to fill the vacancy. 

w. Roger Wollman resigned on September 6, 1985, and George W. Wuest was appointed to fill the 

vacancy on September 8, 1986. 
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x. Robert E. Morgan was elected on January 1, 1977 and replaced Oren Coler. 

y. Jon Fosheim retired on December 12, 1986, and Robert A. Miller was appointed to fill the vacancy on 

December 15, 1986. 

z. George W. Wuest retired in 1994 and David Gilbertson was appointed to fill the vacancy on April 3, 

1995. 

aa. Robert E. Morgan retired, and Robert A. Amundson was appointed to fill the vacancy on March 11, 

1991.  

bb. Frank Henderson retired and John K. Konekamp was appointed to fill the vacancy on September 10, 

1994. 

cc. Robert A. Miller retired September 14, 2001. Judge Max Gors of the Sixth Circuit was appointed 
Acting Justice on September 15, 2001 and served until Steve L. Zinter was appointed to fill the 

vacancy on April 2, 2002. Justice Zinter passed away on October 30, 2018. 

dd. Robert A. Amundson retired on October 11, 2002, and Judith K. Meierhenry was appointed to fill the 

vacancy on November 12, 2002. 

ee. Richard W Sabers retired on January 6, 2009, and Glen A. Severson was appointed to fill the vacancy 

on April 3, 2009. 

ff.  Judith K. Meierhenry retired, and Lori S. Wilbur was appointed to fill the vacancy on August 16, 2011. 

gg. John K. Konekamp retired, and Janine M. Kern was appointed to fill the vacancy on November 25, 

2014. 

hh. Lori S. Wilbur retired, and Steven R. Jensen was appointed to fill the vacancy on November 3, 2017.  

ii. Glen A. Severson retired, and Mark E. Salter was appointed to fill the vacancy on July 9, 2018. 

jj. Steven L. Zinter passed away and Patricia J. DeVaney was appointed to fill the vacancy on May 23, 

2019.  

kk. David Gilbertson retired and Scott P. Myren was appointed to fill the vacancy on January 5, 2021.  
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Supreme Court Appointment Districts Map 

Effective January 23, 2012 

Circuit Court Districts Map 
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Members of the Circuit Court 
 

First Judicial Circuit  

 

Address: 410 Walnut St, Suite 201 

 Yankton, SD 57078 

Phone: (605) 668-3095 

Counties: Aurora, Bon Homme, Brule, Buffalo, 

Charles Mix, Clay, Davison, Douglas, 

Hanson, Hutchinson, McCook, Turner, 

Union, Yankton. 

 

Hon. Cheryle W. Gering, Presiding Judge 

Address: Freeman  

Education: Menno High School; University of South Dakota, 

Bachelor of Science in Political Science and Criminal Justice, 1988; 

University of Iowa, College of Law, Juris Doctorate, 1991.  

Experience: Trial Lawyer, Davenport, Evans, Hurwitz, & Smith, 

LLP, September, 1991-May, 2011. Circuit Judge, First Judicial 

Circuit, 2011-Present. 

 

 

 

Hon. Bruce V. Anderson 

Address:  Wagner 

Education:  Wagner Community High School, 1981; Youth For 

Understanding Student Foreign Exchange program to Sweden, 1981; 

Jamestown College, 1985; University of South Dakota School of 

Law, 1989.  

Experience: Judge Anderson was elected to the Judicial 

Qualifications Commission (established in Article V, §9 of the South 

Dakota Constitution) by the Judicial Conference in 2011 and was re-

elected to the position in 2015, both for four-year terms. Because of a 

blizzard in 2019 and the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020, both which 

delayed the election of his successor, Judge Anderson eventually 

served more than 9 years on the Commission. During his tenure he 

served as Secretary of the Commission during one of the largest 

turnovers of the South Dakota judiciary in modern history. While 

serving on the Commission, Judge Anderson participated in the 

qualification process for 34 of the current 44 sitting Circuit Judges 

and for all five Justices of the South Dakota Supreme Court.   
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Hon. Tami Bern 

Address: Vermillion 

Education: Gettysburg High School, Gettysburg, SD, Bachelor of 

Science ï University of South Dakota, Law Degree, 1993. 

Experience: Private Practice/part-time deputy stateôs attorney 1993-

1997; Clay County Stateôs Attorney, 1997-2007; Served as 

Magistrate Judge for First Judicial Circuit, 2007-2017; First Circuit 

Court Judge, August 2017-Present. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hon. Chris S. Giles 

Address:  Salem 

Education:  University of South Dakota, Law Degree, 1992.  

Experience:  Practiced Law where he served as States Attorney, 

1997-2005 and 2013-2015; Worked for the Dakota State University 

Foundation and was Magistrate Judge in the Third Judicial Circuit, 

2015-2017; First Circuit Court Judge, August 2017-Present. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hon. David Knoff 

Address:  Yankton 

Education:  Willmar Senior High School, Wilmar, MN, 1989; South 

Dakota State University, 1994; University of South Dakota School of 

Law, 1997.  

Experience:  Private Practice in Yankton, 1997-2018, most recent 

law firm was Kennedy Pier Knoff & Loftus LLP; First Circuit Court 

Judge, 2018-Present. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hon. Patrick T. Smith 

Address:  Mitchell  

Education:  Graduated 1989 University of South Dakota School of 

Business, Bachelors in Business Administration. Graduated 1992 

University of South Dakota School of Law, Juris Doctor. 

Experience: General practice 1992-1999; Davison County State's 

Attorney 1999-2012; Circuit Court Judge, 2012-present. 
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http://www.ncahlc.org/
http://www.ncahlc.org/
http://www.acbsp.org/
http://www.state.sd.us/applications/MV91MVAInternetRewrite/default.asp?navid=9
http://www.caahep.org/
http://www.caahep.org/


http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=934&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=974&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=977&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=1030&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=1031&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=937&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=1032&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=939&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=969&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=972&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=970&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=971&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=973&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=981&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=936&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=976&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=926&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=938&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=932&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=979&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=940&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=941&returnto=872
http://catalog.dsu.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=14&poid=944&returnto=872
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https://www.sanfordlab.org/experiment/majorana-demonstrator
http://www.dunescience.org/
https://www.sanfordlab.org/article/listening-earth-harness-geothermal-energy
https://www.sanfordlab.org/article/listening-earth-harness-geothermal-energy














http://www.sdsmt.edu/
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http://ncate.org/


http://www.usd.edu/missouri-river-institute
http://www.usd.edu/institute-of-american-indian-studies
http://www.usd.edu/arts-and-sciences/government-research-bureau
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http://www.redfield-sd.com/
http://dhs.sd.gov/sddc/services/therapeutic.aspx
http://dhs.sd.gov/sddc/services/dietary.aspx
http://dhs.sd.gov/sddc/services/healthcareservices.aspx






https://vetaffairs.sd.gov/veteranshome/Features.aspx




http://www.sdstatefair.com/



















































































































































































